
 

  

God told Moses to stretch out his staff over the 

Red Sea and God parted the waters for the chil-

dren of Israel to pass through. The parting of the 

Red Sea is extraordinary and is the part of the 

story that most people remember. However, 

while the children of Israel were walking on the 

dry ground between two walls of water, some-

thing else extraordinary was happening. Exodus 

14:19–20 tells us, “The angel of 

God, who had been going before 

the camp of Israel, moved and 

went behind them; and the pillar 

of cloud moved from before 

them and stood behind them. So 

it came between the camp of 

Egypt and the camp of Israel; and 

there was the cloud along with the darkness, yet 

it gave light at night. Thus the one did not come 

near the other all night.” The pillar of cloud and 

fire provided protection for the children of Israel. 
 

Once the Tabernacle was finished, God’s pres-

ence filled the Holy of Holies with the cloud. For 

the children of Israel, it was clear that the pillar of 

cloud and fire provided guidance and protection, 
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As soon as the children of Israel left Egypt, 

God provided a pillar of cloud by day and a 

pillar of fire by night. Exodus 13:21–22 says, 

“The LORD was going before them in a pillar 

of cloud by day to lead them on the way, and 

in a pillar of fire by night to give them light, 

that they might travel by day and by night. He 

did not take away the pillar of cloud by day, 

nor the pillar of fire by night, from before the 

people.” 
 

According to Deuteronomy 1:33, the pillar 

not only provided cover from the hot sun dur-

ing the day and light at night, it also served as 

the Israelites’ GPS, leading them where God 

wanted them to go, and when. Numbers 

9:15–23 explains that the moving of the cloud 

was the sign it was time for the children of 

Israel to move. If the cloud stopped, the peo-

ple stopped and camped until 

the cloud moved, whether 

for a day, a week, or a year.  
 

The cloud also provided pro-

tection. Shortly after the chil-

dren of Israel left Egypt, the 

Egyptian people decided they 

wanted their slaves back, so Pharaoh and his 

soldiers set out after them. The children of 

Israel seemed to be in an impossible situation. 

The Red Sea stood in front of them and the 

Egyptian army was closing in from behind. As 

night fell the people cried out, fearing that 

they would be killed in the wilderness. Moses 

assured them that the LORD would fight for 

them. 
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Pastor John and Trisha LeProhon 

“Trying to live this life without 

the Light of Christ is like walking 

through a minefield wearing a 

blindfold: certain destruction is 

ahead.” 

Eastridge Communicator 
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and was the very presence of God.  
 

Among the annual feasts of Israel was the Feast 

of Booths (also called the Feast of Tabernacles). 

This was one of three feast days that all adult 

male Jews were required to attend. As part of 

this week-long celebration, families would travel 

to Jerusalem and build temporary shelters out 

of branches and dwell in them for the week. 

This was intended to remind subsequent gener-

ations of God’s provision for the children of 

Israel while they wandered in the wilderness.  
 

Another part of the feast had the people carry 

torches to the Temple. In the Temple com-

pound there were four gigantic torches. Each 

one was 75 feet tall and contained 10 gallons of 

oil. When lit, these massive 

torches gloriously illuminat-

ed the entire Temple            

compound! 
 

With this as a backdrop, in 

John 7–8, we find Jesus in 

Jerusalem for the Feast of 

Booths. On the last day of 

the feast He is in the Tem-

ple, where the four huge torches burned. He 

had spoken to a large crowd and many became 

convinced that He was the Messiah, while oth-

ers conceded that He was at least a prophet. At 

that point, Jesus spoke again. In John 8:12, He 

said, “I am the Light of the world; he who fol-

lows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will 

have the Light of life.” 
 

It was no accident that Jesus spoke those words 

in that place, at that time, when virtually the 

entire nation of Israel was focused on God’s 

guidance, protection, and presence for His peo-

ple. By claiming to be the Light of the world, 

Jesus was claiming to be God. He is the One 

who delivered His people out of Egypt and 

stood between the children of Israel and Phar-

aoh’s army. He is the One who will bring His 

people out of darkness into the Light. He is the 

One king David was referring to when he wrote 

in Psalm 27:1, “The LORD is my light and my 

salvation.” 
 

Jesus promised that those who follow Him will 

not walk in darkness but will have the Light of 

life. There is no need to stumble around in this 

darkened world, groping for something mean-

ingful. We can come out of darkness into the 

presence of Christ and be covered in His Light.  
 

Romans 1 and Ephesians 4 speak of unbelievers 

being darkened in their heart and their under-

standing. It is no coinci-

dence that Hell is referred 

to as a place of outer dark-

ness. To be without Christ 

is to be lost in the dark-

ness. Trying to live this life 

without the Light of Christ 

is like walking through a 

minefield wearing a blind-

fold: certain destruction is ahead.  
 

In Acts 26:18, when God commissioned the 

Apostle Paul, He said that He was sending Paul 

“to open their eyes so that they may turn from 

darkness to light and from the dominion of   

Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness 

of sins and an inheritance among those who 

have been sanctified by faith in Me.” In John 

12:46 Jesus said, “I have come as Light into the 

world, so that everyone who believes in Me will 

not remain in darkness.”  
 

You don’t have to live your life in darkness. You 

can come to Jesus Christ and seek His for-

giveness for your sins and live in His Light. 



 

  

Great marriages don’t 

just happen. Couples 

attend the Weekend to 

Remember marriage 

conference because 

they’re ready to invest in their marriage and inten-

tionally move towards oneness. The conference 

helps you understand God’s blueprint for marriage 

so you can create a legacy of greatness. Attendees 

say their relationship improved on average from a 

4/10 to an 8/10 after one weekend. 

The Weekend to Remember marriage conference is 

coming to the Bellevue Hyatt Regency April 6-8. 

Save $100 on your marriage conference registration 

by using the group code Kent WTR. You can pick 

up a brochure at the counseling table in the back 

hallway and register online. 

If you have any questions, contact Cathy                 

Mickelson at 253-569-3468 or Bill Mickelson at                  

253-508-2953. 
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Partnering with Our Short-term Missionaries  

Eastridge is sending Ken Lilly, Eli Yarnold, and Bill Mickelson to 

two remote mountain villages in Nepal March 16th through 31st. 

The Eastridge team, along with a team from a church from  

Phoenix, will partner with local church leaders to host medical 

camps in the villages which will include treatment, prayer,           

sharing of the gospel, plus showings of The Jesus film.  

From our understanding, the first village we will visit has not 

been exposed to the gospel. The local leaders are prepared to 

send workers to host fellowships if there’s a spiritual response in 

the area. The second village has a small existing fellowship in 

need of support and encouragement.  

Prayers are requested for this effort! If you wish to also partner 

financially, please make your check out to “Eastridge Baptist 

Church,” write “Missions—Nepal” in the memo section and 

place your check in the offering box or mail it to the church. 

You can also give online through your Realm account. 

 

Help us tidy up the church 

grounds in preparation for 

Easter 

Refreshments and lunch will be 

served. Please sign up in the foyer. 

Questions? Contact Cherryl Boston 

at crboston12@gmail.com or 

253-653-3541 

CHURCH WORK DAY 

Saturday, March 24 

9:00am to 2:00pm 

Nepal short-term mission team (l to r): Bill 
Mickelson, Eli Yarnold, Ken Lilly 

Marriage God’s Way 



 

  

I want to think how God thinks. I want to see the 

world the way God sees the world, as much as I can 

being a finite creature. Since I cannot conjure up 

God’s mind by my own creativity, I need Him to 

speak to me. And He has done so gloriously, suffi-

ciently, clearly, powerfully, and wisely. He has done so 

in His Word. And so I come to His Word to learn. 

And it’s just as amazing what I don’t learn as what I do 

learn. 
 

I don’t learn about a godless beginning to the uni-

verse, but I learn of the sudden and miraculous crea-

tion of everything by a God who speaks things into 

existence. I don’t learn 

the gravitational con-

stant, but I learn why 

natural laws are sus-

tained. I don’t learn how 

the brain controls the 

autonomic nervous          

system, but I learn about 

the one who made us 

fearfully and wonderful-

ly. I don’t learn that I can 

choose what gender I 

want to be, but that there is a God who makes deci-

sions He doesn’t ask my opinion on. I don’t learn that 

this life is survival of the fittest, but that loving your 

enemy is more God-like than surviving your enemy. 
 

I don’t learn everything that could be known or the 

answers to all my questions, but I am given the only 

logical reason for why I can know anything at all. I 

don’t learn that I am the reason for everything, but I 

learn that God is the beginning and the end. I don’t 

learn the specific reason for all the evil in the world, 

but I learn that without a just God there is no hope at 

all of everything being put right. 
 

I don’t learn that my heart is to be followed, but           

rather I learn it is deceptive. I don’t learn that I seek 

God on my own, but that God has sought me. I don’t 

learn that my free will is determinative, but that it is 

God who has mercy on whom He has mercy. I don’t 
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      What I Learn and Don’t Learn in the Bible   from the desk of Pastor Andrew 

learn that I loved God first, but that He loved me and 

sent His Son. I don’t learn that I am good enough, but 

that Jesus is good enough. I don’t learn that a cursed 

man on a cross is foolish to God but is His crucified 

Son, His very wisdom, and my only salvation. I don’t 

learn that my end is death, but that there will be a 

resurrection of life and a resurrection of judgment.  
 

I don’t learn that joy in life is bound with health, 

wealth, and prosperity, but my joy is in Lord, even in 

suffering. I don’t learn that happiness is winning the 

lottery, but that true riches are in heaven. I don’t 

learn that things will always continue as they always 

have been, but that 

God’s patience is meant 

to lead to repentance. I 

don’t learn that in bil-

lions of years the sun 

will die and the earth 

end, but that God has a 

day appointed when He 

will bring the end and 

usher in His new crea-

tion. I don’t learn that 

man’s political endeav-

ors will ultimately bring peace but that it is God’s 

kingdom that will endure. 
 

I don’t learn that my failures or other’s failures will 

forever harm me, but I learn that redemption is real, 

the God in heaven saves, the Christ on the cross          

rescues, the resurrection promises new life, the Spirit 

is my guarantee, heaven is my home, and Christ is 

coming back. 
 

What could we know that is of any eternal value had 

God not spoken to us? Oh, the glories of special          

revelation! Oh, the gift of the Bible! “The law of the 

LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of 

the LORD is sure, making wise the simple; the pre-

cepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart…

More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine 

gold; sweeter also than honey and drippings of the 

honeycomb.” -Psalm 19:7-10 
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Photos courtesy of Lynnette 
Emme and Suzanne Kearney 
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               Hymn Story: “Jesus Shall Reign” from the desk of Pastor Samuel 
from the God who had blessed them. Finally,                 

Solomon’s reign did not last forever; he died, and the 

nation split apart within days of his passing (see                    

1 Kings 12). 

Who then is able to bring about this kind of righteous 

reign? Isaiah prophesied that the Messiah would enact 

this dominion of righteousness and peace throughout 

the world: 

“There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of 

Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 

And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon 

him, the Spirit of wisdom and under-

standing, the Spirit of counsel and might, 

the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of 

the Lord. And his delight shall be in the 

fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by 

what his eyes see, or decide disputes by 

what his ears hear, but with righteous-

ness he shall judge the poor, and decide 

with equity for the meek of the earth; ... 

Righteousness shall be the belt of his 

waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins” (Isaiah 11:1

–5; the prophecy continues through the rest of the 

chapter). 

The desire in Psalm 72 of everlasting peace and right-

eousness could not be accomplished by sinful man, 

but it was fulfilled in Jesus the Messiah. He knew no 

sin, yet took the curse for our sin so that we may be 

made righteous in God’s sight (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

Because of our faith in His saving work, we are made 

righteous and have peace with God (Romans 5:1). 

This righteousness and peace is not given only to one 

nation or people; it is available to all of humanity! 

There is still plenty of unrighteousness and injustice 

that infects our world, to be sure. But there is a day 

coming soon when Jesus will return and establish His 

Kingdom of true righteousness and peace on earth. In 

that day we will see the hopes of Psalm 72 realized: 

He will reign in righteousness and compassion, over 

all the earth, where there will be peace and spiritual 

prosperity, and His rule will never end. May that day 

come quickly when we will rejoice in Jesus’ everlast-

ing reign! 

Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 

Does its successive journeys run 

His kingdom spread from shore to shore 

Till moons shall wax and wane no more 
 

Isaac Watts was a renowned pastor and hymn writer 

in the late 17th and early 18th centuries. He wrote 

and published over 800 hymns in his life. His most 

well-known collection of hymns is arguably his collec-

tion of psalms in hymn form. Many of these are still 

used regularly, such as “O God Our Help in Ages 

Past” (Psalm 90) and “Jesus Shall Reign,” 

taken from the second half of Psalm 72. 
 

Psalm 72 was written by King Solomon 

and was meant to be sung at the king of 

Israel’s coronation. While it is a cele-

bration of the king’s reign over Israel 

and a prayer that his reign would be a 

righteous one, it also points ahead to a 

day when God shall rule over all na-

tions, tribes, and tongues through the 

reign of the promised Messiah. The psalm prays five 

things about the reign of Israel's king: 

• That his reign would be just and righteous                

(vv.1–4) 

• That his reign would be universal and provide 

lasting peace (vv.5–11) 

• That his reign would be one of compassion        

(vv.12–14) 

• That his reign would be filled with prosperity 

(vv.15–17) 

• That his reign would last forever, to the glory of 

God (vv.18–20) 

These are all worthy desires for a king, especially 

among God’s chosen people of Israel, but these are 

all unattainable from a human perspective. Solomon 

was given great wisdom by God and ruled the nation 

in justice and righteousness for a long time, yet he fell 

into immorality and abandoned that wisdom. He 

made peace with other nations like Sheba, Lebanon, 

and Egypt, but eventually he fell into the false worship 

of those nations. His rule began in compassion and 

Israel prospered when he was king; but very quickly 

Solomon enacted forced labor upon the people, and 

their prosperity eventually led them to turn away 

Isaac Watts 



 

  

March 7th – Hilarious Hair Night. Always a favorite theme night! Come to Awana with a wild and wacky 

hairdo and you’ll earn extra points for your team! 
 

Saturday, March 10th – Awana Games. Everyone is welcome to come and cheer on our teams at  Cen-

tralia Christian School from 9:00am to 12:00pm. 
 

March 14th – The Hunt. Follow the clues to find the treasure your team is looking for. 
 

March 21st  – Awana Games Night. Tonight we’ll play all the fun games that are part of the Awana 

Games competition. 
 

March 28th  – Eggstravaganza. Our Easter celebration where you will hear the “greatest story ever told” 

—the story of Jesus, the Messiah! 
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Kids’ Corner 

Congratulations to all of our winners at this year’s Awana Grand Prix, which took place on February 3 at the 

church. Trophies were awarded to clubbers for first, second, and third place for design and speed. 

And the Winners Are…  

3rd place: Samuel 
Watson with                
American Muscle 

2nd place: Sarah Watson 
with Mediterranean Sea 

1st place: Garrett Anderson with 
Silver Streak 

1st place:               
Brandon 
Elliott with 
Blank 

2nd place: Ella 
Martinez with 
Sparks Flying 

3rd place:                 
Ziva Freeman with 

Princesses & 
Queens  

Photos courtesy of 
Lynnette Emme 
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Yanan Gray 3/11 

Paul Buehler 3/14 

Joe Jackson 3/14 

Rachel Wallace 3/14 

Alex Peltekian 3/15 

Chuck Stockton 3/15 

Jennifer McInnis 3/16 

Doug Thompson 3/17 

Joel McCafferty 3/18 

Tim Thomas 3/20 

John Rehberg 3/21 

Rose Jackson 3/22 

Casey Starr 3/22 

Kari Groot 3/23 

Ken Lilly 3/23 

Bette Rutherford 3/24 

Marty Robbins 3/25 

Travis Schrock 3/25 

Sonja Whitten 3/25 

Mike Carlton 3/26 

Andrew Hayward 3/26 

Anna Blake 3/27 

Bryant Nakamura 3/27 

Matthew McArdel 3/29 

Hannah Young 3/29 

Lauren Asberg 3/31 

Brooke Hammett 3/31 

Wim Hunter 3/31 

 

Anniversaries 

Michael and Jo Aranowski 

3/4 

Shane and Yanan Gray 

3/12 

Paul and Faythe Pearson 

3/18 

Paul and Chrissy Mickelson 

3/20 

Gary and Nami Nakamura 

3/21 

Al and Pat Haylor 3/22 

Bryan and Anabel Elliott 

3/23 

Dale and Jeannette 

Coppess 3/24 

Steve and Cindy                    

Wentworth 3/26 

 

Solomon Freeman 3/1 

Jason McArdel 3/2 

Jeff Benjamin 3/3 

Ashley Diehl 3/3 

Valerie McCafferty 3/3 

Amelia Mickelson 3/3 

Jeannette Coppess 3/4 

Jakob Burklund 3/5 

Jack Gaines 3/5 

Kristen Thompson 3/5 

Cole Ausen 3/6 

Nicole Elliott 3/6 

Aaron Gardner 3/6 

Joshua Barrios 3/8 

Angel Peltekian 3/10 

Jane Allen 3/11 

March Birthdays and Anniversaries 

A Snapshot of Youth Winter Camp 2018 

More photos on page 11 
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Communion 
 

10:00–11:00am 

Parenting Class 
 

4:00–6:00pm 

Adult Choir 

Practice (Youth 

Room) 
 
  

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

6:30pm          

128 Student 

Ministries 
 

6:30pm Awana 

Clubs 
 

6:30–8:00pm  

Apologetics 

Group @ Carl 

Moore’s 
 

 

7 6 4 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

8 10 

  

  

5:30am Men’s 

Discipleship 

Class 
 

 

  

  5:30am Men’s 

Discipleship 

Class 

 

Youth to Tim 

Hawkins @ 

Overlake 

Church 

9 

 
 

 

9:00am–

12:00pm 

Awana Games 

Practice 

(Auditorium) 

2 1 
9:30am Ladies’ 
Bible Studies 

 

5:00–7:00pm 
Thursday Church 

 

5:00pm Bible Quiz 
 

7:00pm College/
Career Study 

 

7:00pm Youth 
Boys’ Bible Study 

 
 

7:00pm Worship 
Team Practice 

3 

 

 

 

 

 

10:00–11:00am 

Parenting Class 
 
 

6:00–8:00pm 

Youth Pizza at 

Borton’s 

26 

 10:00–11:00am 

Parenting Class 
 

4:00–6:00pm 

Adult Choir 

Practice (Youth 

Room) 
 

6:00pm 

Monthly 

Prayer 

Meeting 

  

  

 

10:00–11:00am 

Parenting Class 

 

4:00–6:00pm 

Adult Choir 

Practice (Youth 

Room) 

 

  
2:00pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

6:30pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

7:00pm Men’s 

Bible Study  
 

 

 

  

 

2:00pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

6:30pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

7:00pm Men’s 

Bible Study  

 

20 

  

10:30am–

12:00pm 

Missions Prayer 

Ministry @ 

Alaire Irish’s  

 

5:00–8:30pm   

Tae Kwon Do 
 

6:30pm Elder 

Meeting 
 
 

  

  

  
  

  

5:00–8:30pm   

Tae Kwon Do 

  

 

6:30pm          

128 Student 

Ministries 
 

6:30pm Awana 

Clubs 
 

6:30–8:00pm  

Apologetics 

Group @ Carl 

Moore’s 

 

  

6:30pm          

128 Student 

Ministries 
 

6:30pm Awana 

Clubs 
 

6:30–8:00pm  

Apologetics 

Group @ Carl 

Moore’s 

  

  

   

5:30am Men’s 

Discipleship 

Class 

   

 

 

 

 

5:30am Men’s 

Discipleship 

Class 

    

 

9:00am–

12:00pm 

Awana Games 

Centralia 

Christian 

School) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

9:00–10:30am 

Sunday School 

Teacher Meeting 

(Building B) 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

9:00am–

2:00pm 

Church Work 

Day (Easter 

Prep) 
  

 

14 

18 

17 16 15 

 

9:30am Ladies’ 
Bible Studies 

 

5:00–7:00pm 
Thursday Church 

 

5:00pm Bible Quiz 
  

7:00pm College/
Career Study 

 

7:00pm Youth 
Girls’ Bible Study 

 

7:00pm Worship 
Team Practice 

13 

  
 

 

 

 

5:00–8:30pm   

Tae Kwon Do 
 

 
  

 

12 11 

25 

24 23 

 

 

 

5:30am Men’s 

Discipleship 

Class 

 

  

  
  

  

  

22 

29 

9:30am Ladies’ 
Bible Studies 

 

5:00–7:00pm 
Thursday Church 

 

5:00pm Bible Quiz 
  

7:00pm College/
Career Study 

 

7:00pm Youth 
Girls’ Bible Study 

 

7:00pm Worship 
Team Practice 

21 19 

30 28 27 

  

  

  
5:00–8:30pm   

Tae Kwon Do 

31 
 
 

2:00pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

6:30pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

7:00pm Men’s 

Bible Study  

   

  
  

2:00pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

6:30pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

7:00pm Men’s 

Bible Study  
  
  

 

9:30am Ladies’ 
Bible Studies 

 

5:00–7:00pm 
Thursday Church 

 

5:00pm Bible Quiz 
  

7:00pm College/
Career Study 

 

7:00pm Youth 
Boys’ Bible Study 

 

7:00pm Worship 
Team Practice 

  

  

 

  

 

6:30pm          

128 Student 

Ministries 
 

6:30pm Awana 

Clubs 
 

6:30–8:00pm  

Apologetics 

Group @ Carl 

Moore’s 

 
9:30am Ladies’ 
Bible Studies 

 

5:00–7:00pm 
Thursday Church 

 

5:00pm Bible Quiz 
  

7:00pm College/
Career Study 

 

7:00pm Worship 
Team Practice 

  

  

   

10:00am–

12:00pm Adult 

Choir Dress 

Rehearsal 

(Auditorium) 



 

  

Mark your calendar... 
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  April 2018 

Sunday, April 1  Easter Sunday Services @ 8:30 & 10:30am 

Sunday, April 8* Monthly Prayer Meeting 6:00pm 

Tuesday, April 10 Missions Prayer Ministry 10:30am @ Alaire Irish’s 

Sunday, April 15 Youth Pizza @ PR’s 6:00–8:00pm 

Friday, April 20 Men’s Dinner 6:00pm @ EBC 

Friday, April 20 – 
   Saturday, April 21 Youth Secret Church TBD 

Saturday, April 28 Church Work Day 9:00am–2:00pm 

* Note the date change to the second Sunday of the month 
 
 

  

 May 2018 
Wednesday, May 2 Awana Awards Night 6:30–8:00pm 

Friday, May 4 Joyful Noise Dress Rehearsal 6:00–8:00pm 

Saturday, May 5 Joyful Noise Dress Rehearsal 10:00am–12:00pm 

Saturday, May 5 Joyful Noise Performance 6:00pm 

Sunday, May 6 Joyful Noise Performances 10:00am & 6:00pm 

Sunday, May 6 Youth Tidbits @ Teeler’s 6:00–8:00pm 

Tuesday, May 8 Missions Prayer Ministry 10:30am @ Alaire Irish’s 

Sunday, May 13 Mother’s Day 

Saturday, May 19 Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting 9:00–10:30am 

Saturday, May 19 Church Work Day 9:00am–2:00pm 

Sunday, May 20 Annual Business Meeting & Potluck 5:00pm (Auditorium) 

Note: There will be no monthly prayer meeting in May 

  

 June 2018 

Sunday, June 3 Monthly Prayer Meeting 6:00pm 

Sunday, June 10 Youth Pizza at PR’s 6:00–8:00pm 

Tuesday, June 12 Missions Prayer Meeting 10:30am @ Alaire Irish’s 

Sunday, June 17 Father’s Day 

Wednesday, June 20 Youth BBQ and Parent Night 6:30–8:30pm 
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                                       How to Be Good, and Angry          from the desk of Pastor Ryan 

How can a Christian be good, and 

angry? This is a very interesting 

question, and one that we focused 

on for this year’s winter camp. We 

spent three days and two nights at 

lovely Double K Christian Camp in Easton, WA, 

where we had some fun in the snow (as you can see 

from the pictures), ate some surprisingly good camp 

food, and were challenged by God’s Word on the 

topic of anger, an issue we all struggle with. 
 

However, anger in and of 

itself is not sinful since one 

of God’s characteristics is 

anger. We see His righteous 

anger and holy wrath ex-

pressed throughout the Bi-

ble, and the vast majority of 

references to anger are at-

tributed to God. Anger is an attributes that He 

shares with us, those who are made in His image, 

which means that just as God wants us to love the 

things that He loves, He wants us to be angry at the 

things that anger Him (Heb 1:9). Our responsibility, 

then, is to use our anger in a way that reflects and 

glorifies Him. The problem is that we are sinners, 

and, as such, almost all our expressions of anger are 

sinful. 
 

James 4:1–3 helps us understand that sinful anger is 

born out of the fact that we have selfish passions and 

desires, and when those selfish desires are not ful-

filled, we get angry. Sinful anger makes a person king, 

judge, jury, and executioner of their own kingdom. 

We want what we want, when we want it, the way 

we want it, and when we do not get it, we pro-

nounce the guilty verdict on all those who dare go 

against our wishes. Then, we mete out punishment 

through our harsh words, yelling, physical violence, 

or by cutting off the relationship by giving the cold 

shoulder. 
 

The good news of the gospel is that by God’s grace, 

we can change. Like we said earlier, God wants us to 

get angry at what angers Him, and God is angry at 

sin. Therefore, the way to deal with our sinful anger 

is to focus constructively on fixing the problem cre-

ated by sin, rather than by attacking people. Sinful 

anger ruins relationships, whereas godly anger at sin 

calls us to draw near to one another in mercy and 

kindness (Eph 4:29-32) to bring about reconciliation, 

by first attacking our own sin (Matt 7:3-5), and then 

working to bring forgiveness and grace to the sin 

that caused the conflict. 
 

God’s Word is amazingly honest about our problem 

with sin, but graciously pro-

vides the answers we need. 

Through the work of Jesus 

Christ on the cross, we can 

be rescued from sin and 

grow in holiness. Anger is a 

problem that we all struggle 

with and will continue to  

battle this side of heaven. 

The good news is that God has given us all we need 

to continue to grow so that we can use our anger in 

a way that pleases Him. Please join with me in              

praying for our students in this vital area of their             

sanctification. 

Stephen Groot demonstrates how 
NOT to be good, and angry... 

More photos on page 8 
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