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Mutual Encouragement

from the desk of Pastor John

The Apostle Paul really wanted to
visit the church in Rome. In the
fourth sentence of the epistle to
the Romans he wrote, “For I long
to see you so that I may impart
some spiritual gift to you, that
you may be established; that
is, that I may be encouraged
together with you while among
you, each of us by the other’s
faith, both yours and
mine” (Romans 1:11-
12). Paul states two
reasons he wanted to
visit the church in
Rome. First, he desired
to serve the church by
helping to strengthen
their faith. He wanted
to use his gifts to min-
ister to the saints. He
hoped to share some-
thing that would
strengthen their walk with Christ.

Second, Paul wanted to spend
time with the Christians in Rome
for mutual encouragement. That
is, he hoped to be an encourage-
ment to them as they served the

Lord in a difficult location. Rome

“We joined
[Pastor] Andy in
praying that God
would be glorified
to bring twenty-
five children to
VBS...God sent
twenty-eight kids!”

was the seat of the empire that
promoted idol and emperor wor-
ship. For the most part, the city
was antagonistic toward Christian-
ity. Paul was also hoping to be en-
couraged by their faith and their
faithfulness. He wanted to see the
fruit of the gospel being lived out

in their lives.

I certainly do not consider myself
worthy to be compared to Paul in
any way. Howev-
er, I was certainly
honored to be
asked to speak at
West Sand Lake
Community
Church during
the last week in
July and first day
of August. It was
a genuine bless-
ing for me, and I
trust an encouragement to the
saints in the suburb of Albany,
New York.

It was great to see friends that we
met last year and to make many
new friends this year. God has

grown the church in the last twelve
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months, nearly tripling the number
of regular attendees! It was exciting
to see a variety of ages represented
in the church. [ was given the
blessed opportunity to speak to the
church eight times over six days.
While our team of young adults
were busy conducting a three-day
Vacation Bible School, I was teach-
ing the parents about the doctrine
of the Bible. I trust it was a benefi-
cial time for all who attended.
While I was speaking to the adults,
our team was busy with the chil-
dren at VBS. We joined Andy in
praying that God would be glorified

to bring twenty-five children to
continued on page 2



Mutual Encouragement

Continued from page 1

VBS. That number would represent more than a
150% increase in the number of kids that normally
attend on any given Sunday. God sent twenty-eight
kids! Please pray for those unchurched kids who

tremendous blessing to them. But there was mutual
encouragement. Our team worked hard and were
tired at the end of the week, but we were encour-
aged by the faithfulness of the people and their love
for Pastor Andy and his family! It was good for the

members of our team to see how God builds His

heard the gospel, per-

haps for the first time.

I was also blessed to

»

speak at a two-day con-

ference on love, to teach
Adult Sunday school and
preach on Sunday morn-
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ing. I pray that the Lord
will be pleased to use the
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It is encouraging to
me to see how God
is using Andy in
that church. Heisa
good pastor to his
people, an excel-
lent shepherd to
his flock. He loves
the Lord and loves
the people, and he

Maria Kerr, Pastor John

provides a godly

for the good of His : : : e
Craig, Val Tuthill, Rachel Roach, Emet Craig, Alanna Lopez, Priscilla

church. Craig, Evangeline Craig

There was labor that took

place as well, such as: painting, a community service
project, and helping one of the members with mov-
ing heavy items. I heard from several church mem-

bers that the things our team accomplished were a

Fall Church™

Woik Days

Saturday, September 18
Saturday, October 16
- 9:00am to 2:00pm

Help us work on some special projects
to-enhance our beautiful garden areas

Watch for sign-up sheets in the weeks
to come as the Work Days draw closer.

Questions? Please contact Cherryl Boston

example for the church. I pray that they continue to
stand behind him and follow him as he points them
to Christ! In the end, I believe that both churches

will be strengthened and encouraged.
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Eastridge is excited to welcome the following

people into church membership:

Nicole Dipple
Matt & HyeJin Graham

Annastasia Kariuki

Daniel and Christina Mickelson

Brian and L0ye,iReéis‘v'
Erin Re’e& Aty
Gregand ,Vic,ﬁdi"iéi‘T‘(i '
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College/Career is Now Young Adult Ministry

by Chris Morales
If you are a young adult looking to get plugged in at
Eastridge, we have a ministry that will help you get
to know other young adults in the church, work
through real-life issues, and grow in
your walk with the Lord!

THE MINISTRY

Formerly called the College/Career
Group, the ministry is now the Young
Adult Ministry. Along with the name
change there are new teachers, a new

format, and new events!

THE MISSION
Even though there are some changes to the group,

the mission remains the same: to grow together in
the knowledge, love, and service to the one and only
triune God!

EBC STM @ WSLCC 2021
by Pastor Andy Craig

One of our church members commented to me half-
way through the Eastridge
Team’s time here, “This is
the highlight of my year.”
When I asked him if he
would have them come back
again, he laughed at me like I
had asked the most ignorant
question anyone could ask.
“Of course!” he responded

with a joyful grin.

The effect of twelve people
with God’s kingdom on their
hearts descending on a small church in a small town
is hard to estimate. I could quantify it by describing
the 28 kids who came to the VBS we otherwise could
not have conducted, or the fellowship room the
team painted that increased the room’s usability

about 100-fold, or the conference they hosted, or

YOUNG ADULT
MINISTRY

TWO STUDIES, TWO WAYS TO LEARN!
Every Sunday morning at 10:00am during Sun-

day School the group will be going through the
writings of the Apostle Paul to young Christians in
1st Timothy, 2nd Timothy, and Titus!

Every Thursday evening at 7:00pm,
they will be studying the Bible from a
bird's eye view to look at God's entire
plan of salvation, from the beginning
all the way to the end!

THE GROUP

The Young Adult Ministry is for people 18+ who
are single or married, but have not yet been
blessed with children. The group is led by Chris and
Lynnette Morales.

the hours Pastor John poured into teaching the
flock, or the new bike trail they cut for
our town, or the gracious time they spent
with my kids. But the sum, in this case, is
greater than the parts. The very presence
of the team in our church instantly
brought a living display of servant-

hearted love.

On the Sunday the team was here, John
preached a message titled, “Love Enough
to Be a Servant.” It was taken from the
passage in the gospel of John when Jesus
takes up water and a towel and washes
his disciples’ feet. We had twelve manifestations of
that message all week long. I was left inspired and
asking the Lord that perhaps one day our church
might have a team we could send to be as much of
a blessing to others as the Eastridge Team was to

us.



VBS 2021 Recap

from the desk of Pastor Paul

It is a tremendous joy to gather together to serve
side-by-side, have fun, and point kids to the truth
of God’s Word! I am thankful to the Lord that He
provided the opportunity for us to host a weeklong
VBS this year. The campus was decorated with a Sci
-fi space theme as if the children were on a space-
ship. We enjoyed a wonderful (and loud) time of
singing together every evening and it was a joy to
watch both kids and adults singing in unison. Each
evening consisted of a skit that helped reinforce
the Bible lesson for the night. After the opening
ceremonies, kids rotated in teams through four
stations. In the Main
Hanger they played
games; in the
Research Lab they
learned about the
Bible; in the Engi-
neering Room they
made crafts, and in
the Mess Hall they
had snacks and
learned about the
missionary George Muller, who provides an amaz-

ing example of trusting in the Lord.

This year’s theme was Eternal Destination: Trusting
God on the Journey with Proverbs 3:5 being the
theme verse (“Trust in the Lord with all your heart,
and do not lean on your own understanding.”) It was
our goal to highlight the importance of trusting
God in everything. Over the five lessons we looked
at Proverbs 3:5-7; Hebrews 10:23; and Hebrews
11. Day 1 we talked about being ready for the jour-
ney towards an eternal destination. We learned
that our only hope for going to heaven is by trust-
ing in Jesus. Day 2 we learned about navigating
this journey. We should think about what God
wants us to do in everything and that we need the
Bible to navigate wisely. Day 3 we discussed the

dangers we will face on the journey. We discovered

that we ought to follow what God says to do in eve-
rything because He is in charge. Day 4 we talked
about encouragement for the long journey. We
learned from Hebrews 11 that other people who are
trusting in the Lord can help encourage us to con-
tinue to live for Jesus. Lastly, on Day 5 we discussed
staying faithful on the journey. We learned from
Hebrews 10:23 that we must continue to trust and
obey God because He is faithful to care for us. It is
our prayer that every child and adult would come to
understand the wonderful gospel of Jesus and trust

in Him to be saved.

It was encouraging to see so much life buzzing
around campus with over 120 kids moving about
the various stations.
Thank you to all who
volunteered to help. It
was a team effort, and
we couldn’t have done
this without you.

! Thank you to all the
parents who trusted us
with your children and
gave us the opportuni-
ty to teach the Bible to
them. [ would like to encourage every parent to con-
tinue to help your children practice those memory
verses (Proverbs 3:5-7; Hebrews 10:23; 11:1) and
help them understand what they mean. Thank you,
kids, for coming to VBS and making it a great time! I
am greatly encouraged by your work to memorize
Bible verses and to listen to what the Bible teaches.
May the Lord bless you all! We look forward to see-

ing you at VBS next year!
»1 i 2 i

More photos on page 8
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A Legacy of Blessing and Serving Others

by Dana Freeland

Few people have both the gift of being an artist
and of having a gentle, kind spirit to teach, en-
courage, and inspire others to awaken their artis-
tic bent. Although I have never taken an art class
from Alaire Irish, I was amazed at the beautiful
artwork I saw displayed by her students—both
children and adults—in the church foyer. When I

o Discipling her students to use their various
talents and gifts to serve and be a blessing to
others.

Alaire definitely has used her various talents to
serve and bless others over the years including
being a Sunday School teacher, playing her violin
on the worship team and for banquets, being in-
volved with the choir as both a singer and a direc-

tor, baking amazing treats,

heard that Alaire would be retiring this year from
teaching her watercolor paint- [FFEE

ing classes after more than 20
years,  knew [ had to find out
more about the talents she
had shared with others and
the legacy she had created.

Alaire was born in Seattle and
has lived her whole life in King
County. She met her husband
at church, raised 4 boys, and
later went to work in a school lunchroom, which
she retired from in 1994. At that time, she and
her daughter-in-law took a painting class togeth-
er. Alaire said that there was some artistic flare in
her family—her father liked to draw, and her aunt
liked to paint. Shortly thereafter, Alaire began
developing her own artistic talent with watercolor

paints.

Eventually, a homeschool mom asked Alaire to
teach her daughter and her friends some painting
techniques. That grew into a two-decade stint with
innumerable students. The things that endeared
her to her students and provided the atmosphere
for budding artists included such practical advice

and teaching methods as:

o Tips on shading and which paints to use

e Reminding her students to “Go slow, take your
time, don’t rush”

o Having a keen sense of her students’ strengths

e Gently pushing students to try new things
when they were getting stuck

serving on the prayer chain,
and being involved with the
missions ministry. Alaire has
frequent communications
with our missionaries and has
a monthly prayer time set
aside to gather to pray for
them.

When asked what was next
for her, Alaire mentioned that she would be mov-
ing into Farrington Court Retirement Community,
and she wanted to continue to serve the Lord until
He takes her home. Quite likely, in addition to
continued involvement with the missions minis-
try, Alaire will be encouraging two of her art stu-
dents—Nicole Elliott and Samantha Goheen—

who to plan to teach art to students as well.

As Alaire retires from teaching, no doubt she will
continue her thoughtful and caring ways and
create a comfortable, welcoming atmosphere for

everyone she encounters.




The Gospel Gardener

From the desk of Pastor Samuel

I've never had anything close to a “green thumb.” Any
plant I've tried to care for has come out far worse for
wear. Most of the casualties sustained from my gar-
dening attempts have come from a lack of effort. Any
enthusiasm I had at the beginning quickly died (along
with the plant). I was not willing to put in the work it

would take to sustain its life.

Gardening (just like its big brother, farming) requires
dedicated effort, both to care for each plant and to
know how to care for each plant. If you are diligent to
put in the work, watering and feeding the plants in
your garden (or the
crops on your farm),
eventually you will
reap the rewards of
your efforts. And
more often than not,
the benefit at the
end is worth all the

effort from the start.

In many ways, the = e

Christian life is just / —

like gardening. Most p—

people do not be-

come Christians after one evangelistic conversation.
It takes careful, dedicated effort by people over time,
sowing gospel seeds in the hearts of others, before
any harvest is seen in someone’s life. Even when one
Christian is discipling or counseling another Chris-
tian, it often takes time for the person to see why and
how he must change so he is walking more faithfully
with Christ. The majority of conversations we may
have with people are opportunities for gardening

rather than harvesting.

But here’s the most remarkable thing about gospel
gardening: though we have been called to put in this
hard work, we do not accomplish any growth on our

own. In gospel-sharing opportunities, the Holy Spirit

is at work within us so that He can work within the
heart of the other person. He is working to produce
the fruit that we may not immediately see. No one,
not even the apostle Paul, can bring anyone to sav-

ing faith by themselves.

“What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Serv-
ants through whom you believed, as the Lord
assigned to each. I planted, Apollos watered,
but God gave the growth. So neither he who
plants nor he who waters is anything, but
only God who gives the growth. He who plants
and he who waters are one, and each will re-
ceive his wages according to his labor. For we
are God’s fellow
workers.” (1 Corin-
thians 3:5-9a,
emphasis added)

Yes, gardening is
hard work, work
that every believer
is called to do. But
we are not working
. alone. God is work-
ing through us to
facilitate growth
within someone
else, either to saving faith or strengthened faith. Do
not shy away from the hard work. Paul himself said
that “each will receive his wages according to his la-
bor” (1 Cor. 3:8). Each gospel gardener is able to re-
joice in the work God has done in the lives of those
around them. Christ has called His disciples to gar-
den; let’s get to the good work!

Recommended Listening: Andrew Peterson,
“Planting Trees”; The Alisa Childers Podcast,

“Navigating Conversations with Progressive Chris-
tians (Parts 1 & 2), with Greg Koukl”



September Birthdays and Anniversaries

Tyler Anderson 9/1
Colleen Murphy 9/1
John Skeith 9/1
Andrew Young 9/2
John Gray 9/2
Jennifer Small 9/3
William Kerr 9/3
Kelly Lopez 9/4
Kylan Young 9/5
Linda Mayes 9/6
Audrey Anderson 9/7
Connie Grimstad 9/8
Trisha LeProhon 9/9
Gabriel Kariuki 9/9
Eden Elliott 9/10
Leah Reeves 9/11
Raquel Turner 9/13

Lily Brichka 9/13
Paul Cummings 9/13
Louis Hansen 9/14
Ionatan Panfil 9/15
Tom Small 9/15
Naomi Skeith 9/15
Jesse Skeith 9/15
David Panfil 9/16
Merilyn Moore 9/16
Fannie Ng 9/18
Debbie Cederwall 9/18
Amy Meeuwse 9/19
Victoria Turner 9/19
Karen Johnson 9/20
Tucker Sundvall 9/20
Tammy Jensen 9/21
Tere Faulkner 9/21

Ryan Trzeciak 9/24
Gil Heinle 9/24
Melanie Schrock 9/25
Nate Williams 9/25
Ethan Guevara 9/26
Sebastian Guevara 9/28
Larry Farr 9/29
Amy Hurst 9/29
Lilly Pogue 9/29

\

Anniversaries

Jason and janelle
McArdgl 9/6

Hal and Anett¥ Busick 9/8

Ron and Connie Grimstad

9/9

»\J E~

Photos courtesy of Ashly Barrios

John and Trisha LeProhon
9/10

Jeff and Gina Robinson 9/11

Chris and Barbara Bonar
9/12

Colton and Kristin Latta
9/18

Tim and Veronica Aitkins
9/19

Mike and Dana Freeland
9/21

Bill and Cathy Mickelson
9/27

Carl and Merilyn Moore
9/30

Shannon and Suzanne
Kearney 9/30



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4
6:30pm Youth
Group 7:00pm Young
6:30-8:00pm Adult Bible Study
Adventure Club
6:30-7:30pm
Adult Bible Study
5 6 7 8 9 10 1
Small Group 5:00pm-8:30pm 6:30pm Youth 8:00am-
Sign-ups in .the Labor Day Taekwondo Group 7:00pm Young 8:00pm
Foyer & online 7:00pm Young 6:30-8:00pm Adult Bible Study Women’s
Marrieds’ Bible Adventure Club Conference @
6:00pm Study EBC
Monthly Prayer 6:30-7:30pm
Meeting Adult Bible Study
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
i 19:30511)m 10:00am Ladies’
issions Prayer Bible Study 9:00. .
P Meeti . ‘ :00am-2:00pm
6'30. 8,'3me eetng 6:30pm Youth 9:00-11:00am Church Work
Ladies’ Bible 5:00pm-8:30pm Group Ladies’ Bible Day
Study Taekwondo Study
6:30-8:00pm 5:00-8:00pm
6:30pm'Elder Adventure Club 7:00pr'n Young Marriage Matters
Meeting Adult Bible Study
7:00pm Young 6:30—7:30pm
Marrieds’ Bible Adult Bible Study
Study
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
2:00-3:00pm . . 10:00am Ladies’ . .
Ladies' Bibie gtudy 5:00pm-8:30pm Bible Study 9.0071}.0‘Oam 10:00am
Taekwondo Ladies’ Bible 8:00am Men’s Memovial
6:30-8:30pm 7:00pm Young 6:30-8:00pm Study Bible Study Service for
Ladies’ Bible Study | Marrieds’ Bible | Adventure Club 7:00pm Young Maxine Emme
Study 6:30pm Youth | Adult Bible Study @EBC
Group
6:30-7:30pm
Adult Bible Study
26 27 28 29 30
2:00-3:00pm 10:0,3;’“‘ La(‘iﬁes’ 9:00-11:00am
Ladies' Bible | 5.00pm_g:30pm | oW Ladies’ Bible
6:30-8:30pm 7:00pm Young 7:00pm Young
Ladies’ Bible Marrieds’ Bible 6:30pm Youth | Adult Bible Study
Study Study Group
7:3'0prn Men’s 6:30-7:30pm
Bible Study Adult Bible Study




October 2021

Sunday, October 3 Monthly Prayer Meeting 6:00pm (Auditorium)

Tuesday, October 12 Missions Prayer Meeting 10:30am (@ Alaire Irish’s)

Saturday, October 16 Church Work Day 9:00am-2:00pm

Saturday, October 23 Men’s Conference 8:00am-8:00pm @ EBC
November 2021

Sunday, November 7 Monthly Prayer Meeting 6:00pm (Auditorium)

Tuesday, November 9 Missions Prayer Ministry 10:30am (@ Alaire Irish’s)
December 2021

Sunday, December 5 Monthly Prayer Meeting 6:00pm (Auditorium)

Tuesday, December 14 Missions Prayer Ministry 10:30am (@ Alaire Irish’s)

Friday, December 24 Christmas Eve Service 6:00pm (Auditorium)

Looking Ahead at Eastridge

5
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Biblical Leadershlp:
Every Man’s Responsibility

1 Timothy 3:1=7

Saturday, October 23, 2021
8:00am—-8:00pm
Eastridge Baptist Church
For men high school age and up

With guest speaker
Jeff Moorehead

Lead Pastor @ Christ’s Church, Federal Way

$25 per person

Breakfast and dinner provided ;
LeProhon and Pastor Ryan Trzeciak

LOTS OF GIVEAWAYS! "‘ Music by Pastor Samuel Blakey
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Building Each Other Up

from the desk of Pastor Ryan

One of the ways to draw a crowd to the church is to

talk about eschatology, or the study of last things. An-

nounce that there will be a discussion on the end
times and people come from far and wide to hear
what will be said. The typical topics addressed are
things like pre-trib, post-trib, or mid-trib rapture;

premil or amil; and the meaning of the images in the

book of Revelation. However, once these terms start

flowing, debate begins to rage, and the unity of the
church is threatened. Fortunately, the apostle Paul
provides us with a safeguard against such tensions.

Paul writes, “Therefore encourage one another and

build one another up, just as you are doing” (1 Thess

5:11). This is one of those “one-
another” passages of the New Tes-
tament which points out how be-
lievers are to interact within the
body of Christ. Now the context of
this statement is Paul’s discussion
about the coming of Christ and the
Day of the Lord. Even though he

mentions some details about what

will happen at the end of time, he desires his readers
to practice edification (4:18; 5:11). Paul does not want
the uncertainty of those days to be a source of trouble

and division, but a motivation to work for unity with-

in the body of Christ.

In these chapters in 1 Thessalonians, Paul wants us to
be people who have hope in the gospel (4:13, 14). He

also instructs us to live as children of light (5:5), to be

awake and sober (5:6), to put on the breastplate of

faith and love and the helmet of the hope of our salva-
tion (5:8), and to rest in the fact that we are not des-
tined for wrath but to obtain salvation through Christ
(5:10). In short, Paul wants us to hope in the gospel,
build others up in the gospel, live out the gospel, and

encourage others to do the same, especially in light of

the coming Day of the Lord. The author of Hebrews

echoes these remarks when he writes, “Let us hold

fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for

he who promised is faithful. And let us consider
how to stir up one another to love and good works,
not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of
some, but encouraging one another, and all the
more as you see the Day drawing near” (Heb 10:23
-25). The study of eschatology is to be a catalyst

for hope, unity, and mutual encouragement.

Now, please do not misunderstand me. [ am not
calling for us to throw our theological convictions
out the window. I am not advocating pan-
millennialism—that all you need to do is love
Jesus and it will all pan out in the end. No, have
convictions, and hold your convictions to the glory
of God. Our church teaches, and I believe in, the
pre-trib, premil dispensational position. But let’s
not allow our convictions to be a
reason for unnecessary division
among our brothers and sisters
in Christ, and cause us to
neglect the unifying work of
encouragement and building up
one another. Do not let our
differences in theological posi-
tions rob us of the joy that
comes from knowing we have
been saved from the condemnation of our sin and
will one day be with the Lord.

So how do you apply this “one-another” passage?
One way to encourage and build others up is to
take time to mention evidence of godliness you see
in them. For example, say you see an adult and a
child playing a fun, silly game together at church.
You could go up to that person later and say some-
thing like, “You know, Jesus loves kids, and He
loves it when we love kids too, so good job in
showing the love of Christ to that child through
that fun, little game you were playing. Keep up the

|”

good work!” Through that small statement you let
them know that you noticed godliness in them and
want them to continue to do more. That is how we
encourage one another and build each other up in
the gospel, all the while waiting for the glorious

Day of the Lord.
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Join us at Eas+ri&l@o as we enjoy food with friends, glean spiritual wisdowm from guest
speakers, and learn more avout discipleship opportuvities for women at our church!
Breakfast and divmer will be provided. Lunch break will be from 11:45am-1:320pm; we
will have a food truck ow site, or you can pack a lunch or get food off campus.

Sigm up in the fover or onlive through Realm. For more information,
contact Pastor Ryan Trzeciak
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