
 

  

To worship in truth, our worship must be guided 

by what is true of God. As we immerse ourselves 

in the Scripture, we learn more regarding what 

God likes and what He dislikes. We learn what 

God honors as well as what He condemns. All of 

these things inform and mature our 

worship. Some people treat wor-

ship like taking an exam, but rather 

than answering the questions the 

teacher asks, they give the answers 

they want and expect the teacher 

to change the questions to fit their 

answers. To worship in truth re-

quires that we study the Word of 

God with the intent of knowing 

God; it requires us to rightly handle the word of 

truth. In other words, what we learn from the 

Word of God informs our worship, rather than 

imposing our worship on the Word of God and 

expecting God to receive it. We will worship in 

truth as we continually grow in our understanding 

of who God is. 
 

October 
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Worship, Part 1 from the desk of Pastor John 

God seeks worshippers! Have you ever 

thought about that before? God, who knows 

everything, can do anything, and lacks nothing, 

seeks worshippers. That is the straightforward 

declaration Jesus made to the woman at the 

well in John 4:23 when He said, “But the 

hour is coming, and is now here, when 

the true worshipers will worship the Fa-

ther in spirit and truth, for the Father is 

seeking such people to worship him.” If 

the Father seeks such to worship Him, it 

makes sense that we endeavor to understand 

what it means to worship Him. 
 

Jesus said that the true worshipers will 

worship in spirit and truth. 

Worshipping in spirit speaks of the 

heart attitude of the worshiper. It 

addresses the sincerity of the  

worshiper. To worship in spirit is 

to have a heart that is enthralled 

by God, a heart that overflows in 

appreciation for who He is and 

what He has done. Our hearts are 

to be like a glass set under a              

running faucet. As the glory of 

God fills our hearts, it overflows in worship. 

Charles Spurgeon said, “If you take away the 

soul from worship you have killed the wor-

ship.” Puritan Thomas Watson said, “We glo-

rify God when we are God admirers.” We will 

worship in spirit when we are intent on know-

ing God to the best of our ability. 
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“ 
        When we are 

enthralled with God 

and endeavor to            

understand all we 

can about who He 

is, we will begin to 

worship Him in 

spirit and truth…” 



 

  

                               Worship, Part 1                      continued from page 1 
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Worshipping God in spirit and truth does not 

happen without our deliberate determination. It 

requires intention and effort. Christian philoso-

pher John Frame wrote, “Worship does not 

happen by a zap out of heaven that makes us fall 

down. It is the overflow of our understanding of 

God as He has revealed Himself in the Scrip-

ture. That is worship in spirit and truth.” When 

we are enthralled with God and endeavor to 

understand all we can about who He is, we will 

begin to worship Him in spirit and truth; being 

those whom God seeks to worship Him.  
 

Is there a proper method for worshipping God? 

Should a true worshipper raise their hands, 

jump up and down, clap their hands, rock back 

and forth, dance? Must one bow their head, 

close their eyes or lay on their face to worship 

God? These and other questions regarding the 

“act” of worship will be looked at next month. 

            Could God Have Used Evolution? by Derek Iverson 

Christians and non-Christians alike must grapple 

with the question: did (or does) God use evolu-

tion as His means of ‘creation’? 
 

There are a number of approaches that can be 

taken to answer this question. Most commonly, 

one examines scientific evidence to show the 

insufficiency of the evolutionary explanation and 

examines biblical text to see specific 

contradictions between biblical state-

ments and evolutionary claims. How-

ever, I would like to approach this 

question from a different angle, look-

ing at the nature of God and the na-

ture of man made in His image. This 

will reveal significant theological is-

sues that must be considered when 

answering the question above.  
 

In Genesis 1:26 God says, “Let us make man in 

Our image, according to Our likeness; let them 

have dominion over… all the earth…”  In this 

simple, well-known statement, God announced 

His intention, His purpose, and His plan for 

man. Isaiah 45:18 affirms that “God who formed 

the earth and made it; He has established it and 

did not create it a waste place, but formed it to 

be inhabited.” God’s intention is for man to 

have dominion over the earth and by being 

made in God’s image he is the uniquely suitable 

creature to be God’s representative on earth. 

Man is the crown, or the king, of God’s crea-

tion and the special object of His attention on 

this day.   
 

After God had finished creating, 

He pronounced all of His crea-

tion good! There were no ene-

mies of man or of anything else 

in His creation. Adam had no 

fear of the animals or reptiles 

because there was no predator/

prey relationship among God’s 

very good creation. But then 

Adam ignored God’s commandment, disobeyed 

Him and ate the forbidden fruit. God imposed 

the promised curse of sin and death for Adam’s 

disobedience. From that point on, all creation 

has groaned as a result of this curse (Rom. 

8:22) and the mind of man is darkened     

(Rom. 1:21). 

“         In order for 

evolution to be 

true, it requires the 

elimination of 

God’s intention.” 

continued on pg. 3 



 

  3 

    Could God Have Used Evolution?  continued from page 2 

Yet, God has chosen to be glorified in mankind and 

to bring His chosen ones to enjoy Him in heaven for-

ever. At that time, death, the enemy of man, will be 

cast into hell and will no longer be able to torment 

men (1 Cor. 15:26, 54; Rev. 20:14).    
 

You see, death was neither part of God’s initial plan 

for the earth, nor part of His plan for eternity. Rather 

death is an expression of God’s wrath against un-

righteousness. His promise to those who confess  

Jesus as Lord is eternal life and a recreated universe 

where the problem of sin and death is no longer pre-

sent.  
 

Now let’s compare this view of mankind to what 

evolution would assert. 

Listen to the words of 

the late Dr. William 

Provine, past Professor 

of Ecology and Evolu-

tionary  Biology at Cor-

nel University. 
 

“Let me summarize my views on what modern evolu-

tionary biology tells us loud and clear--and these are 

basically Darwin's views. There are no gods, no pur-

poses, and no goal-directed forces of any kind. There 

is no life after death. When I die, I am absolutely  

certain that I am going to be dead. That's the end of 

me. There is no ultimate foundation for ethics, no  

ultimate meaning in life, and no free will for humans, 

either.” 1 
 

What he is saying is that man has no purpose, no 

foundation for right or wrong, no mind. He only has a 

brain that is the result of random chemical reactions 

and hence is a creature whose thoughts are deter-

mined by past chemistry. In other words, there is no 

guiding purpose to the evolutionary process and 

hence it did not have mankind in view at any point. 

The contrast of this viewpoint with biblical revelation 

is clear. 
 

But some may object and ask, “Couldn’t God use 

chance to accomplish His goals?” The answer is a  

resounding, No! God using “random chance” is self-

contradictory. A random process can’t be both    

controlled and uncontrolled at the same time. When 

secular scientists use the word ‘random,’ they mean 

something undirected that happens by chance. In or-

der for evolution to be true, it requires the elimina-

tion of God’s intention. To eliminate God’s intention 

is to undermine all that the Bible says about Him and 

His unique creation of man in His image.  
 

It becomes clear that  evolution is a philosophy             

designed to “murder God,” as Darwin admitted in a 

private letter. Evolutionists 

see death as a creative 

force, a necessary part of 

the evolutionary process of 

materialistic serendipity and 

not the result of God’s 

judgment. This effectively 

frees man, in their eyes, from any need to repent or 

live in submission to their Creator. No true Christian 

should embrace such a substitute reality while claim-

ing that it represents what God intends to communi-

cate in His Word! It is a travesty that those who are 

called by God’s name and are to rightly divide His 

word, promote an inversion of the Truth and make 

God the author of His own murder.   
 

God cannot use evolution, because it contradicts His 

character. God did not use evolution because it con-

tradicts His written word. See note 2 for suggested 

reading on this subject.  

_____________________ 

1. Provine, W.B. 1994. Origins Research. 16 (1): 9, quoted by 

Ford, L. of the Institute for Creation Research in 2008, 

“Demanding the Evidence in the 21st Century”, Acts & Facts. 

37 (6):10. 

2. Chaffey, Tim and Lisle, Jason, Old-Earth Creationism on Trial, 

Master Books, 2008.; Sarfati, Jonathan, Refuting Compromise, 

Master Books, 2004.; Williams, Alex and Hartnett, John,  

Dismantling the Big Bang, Master Books, 2006 
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Boy, Oh Boy: Our Expanding Church Family 

Jonathan and Kimberly welcomed their 

eighth child, John Steven Skeith, to their 

family on Saturday, September 1 at 8:18am. 

John was 8 lb. 1.5 oz. and 19.5 in. long. 

Congratulations, Jonathan and Kimberly! 

John is a baby brother to Naomi, Noah, 

Elle, Addie, Ezra, Titus, and Zephaniah. 

 

Congratulations to Abby Hansen who gave birth to 

Louis Arthur Hugo Hansen on Friday, September 14 

at approximately 9:15pm. Louis weighed 6 lbs. 14.7 oz. 

and was 19 in. long. After an elevated bilirubin count, 

Louis is now doing great! Mom and baby are resting at 

home comfortably and in the good care of grandma, 

Jeannette Coppess. Louis is a baby brother to 5-year-

old Luke.  

Congratulations to Shane and Yanan 

Gray who welcomed their first child, 

John Thomas Gray, into their family 

on Friday, August 31. This sweet baby 

boy was a healthy 10 lb. 4 oz. and 22 

in. long! Please pray for Shane and 

Yanan as they adjust to life as new 

parents!  

 



 

  

terpreter on a French ship bound for Korea. Thomas 

and other missionaries saw the potential for missions 

work in Korea and agreed to go. However, when the 

French fleet was delayed, Thomas joined another ship 

that sought to open trade with Korea, the heavily 

armed General Sherman.  
 

Biographer Stella Price comments on Thomas’ inten-

tions for this trip, “Conscious of the dangers, Thomas 

surely believed that this second journey to Korea 

would open up more opportunities 

to learn the language, to build on 

the relationships he had forged on 

his first visit, and to distribute the 

Scriptures to those who are brave 

enough to accept Western books 

at the threat of imprisonment or 

even decapitation.” (loc 700) A Ko-

rean eyewitness later remembered 

seeing the ship and noting, “One of 

the foreigners was very kind…. I 

also received some books from him 

but later on owing to the threaten-

ing attitude of the soldiers we had 

to throw them away.” (loc 712)  
 

The Sherman headed into the waters of Korea, up 

the Taedong River toward Pyongyang, despite repeat-

ed warnings from the Korean government to cease 

their proceedings. Thomas continued his distribution 

work that had success he would not live to see. Price 

notes, “One young man received a book. He later 

accepts Christianity and took time to teach his son 

and nephew, who would later become elders of the 

Presbyterian Church.” (loc 736) 
 

Forbidden, unwelcome, and unwanted, the Sherman 

ignored every warning from Korean officials. On Au-

gust 28, 1866, the Sherman faced a crowd of soldiers 

gathered on the banks of the river. The Sherman at-

tacked, killing five Koreans and wounding five. The 

conflict continued several days with cannons and fire 

arrows shot by the Koreans. The Koreans sent    
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       Robert Jermain Thomas, Part II       from the desk of Pastor Andrew 

Robert Jermain Thomas left Wales to be a missionary 

to China. He never returned home. Nor did his pri-

mary mission work happen in China. It happened in 

Korea.  
 

Korea was closed to the growing Western influence 

in the East. While some Catholic missionaries had 

entered Korea and set up missions, no protestant 

missionary had yet accessed it. Thomas, in a plan that 

speaks to his unashamed bravery in the gospel, 

planned to disguise himself and smug-

gle himself and Gospel literature in 

Chinese (readable by the Koreans) 

and Chinese Bibles into Korea to do 

an undercover preaching tour of the 

closed country.  
 

Thomas first sailed for Korea in a 

small Chinese boat on September 4, 

1865 and arrived on September 13th. 

Thomas’s gift for languages enabled 

him in two and a half months to learn 

enough of the language, as he says, 

“to announce to these poor people 

some of the most precious truths of 

the Gospel” (Chosen for Choson: Rob-

ert Jermain Thomas, by Stella Price, Kindle location 

492). He notes that most were reluctant to receive 

any of the books he brought, since, “these books are 

taken at the risk of decapitation, or at least, fines and 

imprisonment.” Thomas recognized that if any were 

willing to take the gospel literature then they must 

wish to read them. The trip did not go unnoticed. 

After arriving back in China, Thomas received a note 

from a member of the Korean embassy “begging a 

copy of Matthew’s gospel, like that a foreigner had 

distributed in the Coast of Corea.” (loc 631) 
 

Korea continued its hostilities toward foreigners and 

their influence. As international tensions rose, nine 

French priests were executed in Korea in February 

1866. After these executions, Thomas, because of his 

knowledge of Korean, was requested to act as an in-

Robert Jermain Thomas 

continued on pg. 8 



 

  

October 3rd - Blow It Up! 

Balloons or…? Come find 

out what we’re blowing up 

tonight! 
  

 

October 10th - Football 

Fun and Friends Night. Yup, you’ll “have 

a ball” during game time  

tonight! Bring your friends 

and introduce them to our 

great Awana clubs. 
  

October 17th - Noodle 

Night. We’ll use oodles of 

noodles during game time  

tonight. 
  

 

October 24th - Operation Christmas 

Child. Learn how you 

can make a difference 

to a poor or hurting 

child in another area of 

the world with the gift 

of a shoebox filled with simple toys, basic 

necessities, and the Gospel of Jesus Christ in 

their native language. 
 

 

 

October 31st - Join us 

this Halloween night for a 

safe and fun alternative to 

trick-or-treating.  
  

  

6 

Kids’ Corner 
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    Be Careful, Little Ears… Part 1     from the desk of Pastor Samuel 

Thanks to modern technology, our interaction with 

music has drastically changed. There is more music 

available for consumption than ever before. Internet 

algorithms work to predict what kind of music we 

would like to listen to and gives suggestions accord-

ingly. Some of these features can be helpful, but most 

of the time they are not. As more music has become 

more accessible, we have drifted into a mindset of 

consumerism, content simply to ingest music another 

person has created. 
 

Filling our minds with the wrong things will come out 

in the way we live. We 

must have wisdom and 

discernment with the 

kinds of music that we put 

into our ears, even more 

so as followers of Christ 

when we choose to listen 

to worship music. Here 

are three questions to ask 

of the worship songs you 

listen to: 
 

(These questions are not meant to make you find 

fault in everything you listen to, but to help you sepa-

rate the good from the okay. My hope is that these 

questions help you appreciate good worship music 

even more as a result!) 
 

Who is the main focus of this song? Who is being 

worshipped in the music you sing or listen to? Proper 

worship is directed to the Lord Almighty: “Ascribe to 

the Lord the glory due His name!” (Psalm 29:2a) This 

is best displayed in songs that are prayers/praises to 

God, or in songs that teach and command God’s peo-

ple to praise Him. These songs give us a proper per-

spective of who God is and who we are in compari-

son. They help us echo the words of John the Baptist: 

“He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30). 

If a worship song spends more time focused on the 

singer and what he or she is doing rather than on 

God Himself, who is really being worshipped here? 

What biblical truths are found in this song? Be-

cause our worship is directed to God, it should be 

informed by what He has said. What passages of 

Scripture are referenced in a song? Does it take time 

to explain a certain theological doctrine? Not every 

song you listen to needs to be a treatise on some 

complex theological doctrine, but it should be rooted 

in the truths found in Scripture. These songs teach us 

about God’s character and work; they help us mature 

in our faith and cause us to praise God more fully. 
 

Some worship artists and groups care very little 

about what the Bible has 

to say. They use spiritual-

sounding words and    

personal experiences to 

convey a point they have 

concocted, and their 

songs become ambiguous 

at best or theologically 

false at worst. Often the 

goal of a song like that is 

to stir up the emotions of 

the singer or hearer, not 

to truly worship God. A song rooted in Scripture also 

has the ability to stir a person’s emotions, because it 

reminds us of truth and gives us a proper theological 

perspective. 
 

Here are some “suggested listening” worship songs 

that give us a proper perspective of who God is and 

teach us about His character and work: 
 

Sovereign Grace Music, Prayers of the Saints 

Keith & Kristyn Getty, Facing a Task Unfinished 

Indelible Grace, Wake Thy Slumbering Children 

Andrew Peterson, Resurrection Letters Vol. 1 

Sandra McCracken, God’s Highway 
 

Next month, we will look at how songs not only need 

to focus on the Lord Almighty and be rooted in the 

truths of Scripture, but must be interesting and           

singable as well. 
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Robert Umbeck 10/15 

Aldon Lopez 10/17 

Tonya Cole 10/17 

Dean Hazelton 10/17 

Jeff Anderson 10/17 

Heather Young 10/17 

Linda Majer 10/18 

Rob Guthrie 10/18 

Patty Mozel 10/19 

Kruz Meeuwse 10/19 

Isabella Gardner 10/19 

Tim Aitkins 10/20 

Max Carlton 10/20 

Hal Busick 10/20 

KayLee Groot 10/21 

Dale Coppess 10/23 

Pete Emme 10/24 

Cindy Wentworth 10/26 

Emily Swenson 10/26 

Peggy Sherman 10/26 

Kenny Kerr 10/26 

Daniel Trzeciak 10/27 

Oliver Tibbetts 10/27 

Lilly Kerr 10/27 

Bill Mickelson 10/29 

Jeannie Osterman 10/31 

Joy Goheen 10/31 

Teresa Saenger 10/31 

Cindy Strupp 10/31 

 

 

 

 

Anniversaries 

Rob and Heidi Guthrie 10/2 

Paul and Debbie Cederwall 

10/4 

Dean and Dorie Peyton 10/6 

Jeff and Shay Anderson 

10/12 

Rick and Nancy Hawkins 

10/15 

Eric and Kim Rasmussen 

10/17 

Mark and Dawna Yarnold 

10/20 

Mark and Tracy Tormanen 

10/23 

Rob and Maricel Umbeck 

10/27 

Emmaline Elliott 10/1 

Anette Busick 10/2 

Kent Barber 10/3 

Kari Watson 10/3 

Emileo Guevara 10/3 

Samuel Kerr 10/3 

Charlene Salisbury 10/4 

Michael Goheen 10/5 

Cambria Carlton 10/5 

Alex Olar 10/5 

Phil Splinter 10/6 

Ethan Williams 10/6 

Kimberly Skeith 10/7 

Eleanor Blake 10/9 

Gregory Goheen 10/13 

Crystal Martinez 10/15 

October Birthdays and Anniversaries 

burning boats out to the Sherman which 

engulfed the ship. The Sherman’s crew be-

gan to jump into the water, only to be met 

on land by soldiers who executed them. 

Eyewitnesses of this spectacle later re-

called “they had seen a white man in the 

smoke on the burning deck shouting 

“Jesus” and throwing books to people lin-

ing the shore.” (loc 913) Price offers this 

final account of Thomas, “One eyewitness          

account says that one man acted a little 

strangely, offering books to the soldiers. 

With a Bible in his hand he knelt down 

before the soldier who was waiting for 

him and literally begged him to accept the 

Bible, and in the following moments shut 

his eyes to pray. The soldier hesitated, 

then executed him.” (loc 784) Thomas’s 

young life was spent. 

Thomas continued from page 5 

Friday, October 19 
@ 6:00pm 

 Eastridge Baptist Church 
 

Hosted by the Men’s Ministry 

(All proceeds to Faith Promise Missions) 

If you have any questions about this event, please 
contact Mark Yarnold at 253-569-3544 or 

mark.g.yarnold@gmail.com. 

 

ALL-CHURCH DINNER 
and night of worship 

Sign up in the foyer! 

$7.50 per person, payable at the event 

Join Us! 
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Communion 

 

5:00–7:00pm 

Adult Choir 

Practice (Youth 

Room) 
 
  

 

  

  

5:00–8:30pm   

TaeKwonDo 
 

6:30–8:00pm  

Apologetics 

Group 
 

7:00pm  

Young Marrieds 

Bible Study 

(Youth Room) 

 

 

6:30pm          

128 Student 

Ministries 
 

 

6:30pm Awana 

Clubs 

1 2 3 

 

 

 

6:30pm          

128 Student 

Ministries 
 

 

6:30pm Awana 

Clubs 
  

  

  

10 9 7 
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2:00pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 

(Large Portable) 
 

6:30pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

7:00pm Men’s 

Bible Study 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

11 13 

   

 

5:30am 

Watchmen Men’s 

Discipleship 

(Youth Center) 

  

5:30am 

Watchmen Men’s 

Discipleship 

(Youth Center) 

 

2:00–10:00pm 

Youth Bible 

Quiz Meet (all 

buildings) 

12 

 
 

5 4 
 

 
 

9:30am Ladies’ 
Bible Studies  

 
7:00pm College/

Career Study 
 
 
 

7:00pm Worship 
Team Practice 

6 

 

 

5:00–7:00pm 

Adult Choir 

Practice (Youth 

Room) 
 
 

6:00–8:00pm 

Youth Pizza @ 

PR’s 

 

29 

 

5:00–6:00pm 

Adult Choir 

Practice (Youth 

Room) 

 

6:00pm 

Monthly 

Prayer 

Meeting 

 

  1:00–3:00pm 

College/Career 

Women’s 

Fellowship 

Lunch & Study 

(@ Mickelson’s) 
 

5:00–7:00pm 

Adult Choir 

Practice (Youth 

Room) 

 

  
2:00pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study (Large 

Portable) 
 

6:30pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

7:00pm Men’s 

Bible Study 

 

  

 

2:00pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 

(Large Portable) 
 

6:30pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

7:00pm Men’s 

Bible Study 

 

23 

 

5:00–8:30pm   

TaeKwonDo 
 

6:30–8:00pm  

Apologetics 

Group 
 

7:00pm Young 

Marrieds Bible 

Study (Youth 

Room) 

  

 5:00–8:30pm   

TaeKwonDo 
 

6:30–8:00pm  

Apologetics 

Group @ EBC 
 

7:00pm Young 

Marrieds Bible 

Study (Youth 

Room) 

  

 
 

6:30pm          

128 Student 

Ministries 
 

 

6:30pm Awana 

Clubs 

 

  

  

  

   

 

5:30am 

Watchmen Men’s 

Discipleship 

(Youth Center) 

 
5:00pm Youth 

Secret Church 

(overnighter) 

 

    

8:00am–

6:00pm Youth 

Bible Quiz 

Meet (all 

buildings) 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 Youth Secret 

Church 

(11:00am 

finish) 
 

12:00pm 
Primetimers’ 

Luncheon at 

Covington 

Place 

17 

21 

20 19 18 

 

 
 
 

9:30am Ladies’ 
Bible Studies  

 
7:00pm College/

Career Study 
 
 
 

7:00pm Worship 
Team Practice 

  

16 15 14 

28 

27 26 

 

 

5:30am 

Watchmen Men’s 

Discipleship 

(Youth Center) 
 

  

6:00pm All-

Church Dinner 

& Night of 

Worship 

25 

 

 
 

 
9:30am Ladies’ 
Bible Studies  

 
7:00pm College/

Career Study 
 
 

 

7:00pm Worship 
Team Practice 

 
 

24 22 

 31  

  

 

 
 

6:30pm          

128 Student 

Ministries 
 

 

6:30pm Awana 

Clubs 

 
  

  

30 

  5:00–8:30pm   

TaeKwonDo 
 

6:30–8:00pm  

Apologetics 

Group @ EBC 
 

7:00pm Young 

Marrieds Bible 

Study (Youth 

Room) 

 
 

2:00pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 

(Large Portable) 
 

6:30pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

7:00pm Men’s 

Bible Study 

 
 

  

  

2:00pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 

(Large Portable) 
 

6:30pm Ladies’ 
Bible Study 

 

7:00pm Men’s 

Bible Study 

  

 

 
 
 
 

  

9:30am Ladies’ 
Bible Studies  

 

7:00pm College/
Career Study 

 
 
 

7:00pm Worship 
Team Practice 

   

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

6:30pm          

128 Student 

Ministries 

 
6:30pm Awana 

Clubs 

 
   

10:30am Missions 

Prayer Ministry  
 

5:00–8:30pm   

TaeKwonDo 
 

6:30–8:00pm  

Apologetics 
Group 

 

6:30pm Elder Mtg  
 

7:00pm Young 

Marrieds Bible 

Study (Youth Rm) 



 

  

Mark your calendar... 
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 November 2018 

Sunday, November 4 Monthly Prayer Meeting 6:00pm 

Sunday, November 11 Adult Choir Practice 5:00–7:00pm (Youth Room) 

Sunday, November 11 Youth Pizza at PRs 6:00–8:00pm 

Monday, November 12 OCC Shoebox Collection 10:00am–12:00pm 

Tuesday, November 13 OCC Shoebox Collection 1:00–3:00pm 

Tuesday, November 13 Missions Prayer Meeting 10:30am @ Alaire Irish’s 

Wednesday, November 14 OCC Shoebox Collection 1:00–3:00pm 

Thursday, November 15 OCC Shoebox Collection 1:00–3:00pm 

Friday, November 16 OCC Shoebox Collection 5:00–7:00pm 

Saturday, November 17 OCC Shoebox Collection 9:00–11:30am 

Saturday, November 17 Primetimers’ Thanksgiving Lunch Noon @ EBC 

Sunday, November 18 OCC Shoebox Collection 1:30–4:00pm 

Sunday, November 18 Thanksgiving Pie Social 6:00pm (Auditorium) 

Thursday, November 22 Thanksgiving Day Office Closed 

Friday, November 23 Thanksgiving Break Office Closed 

Sunday, November 25 Adult Choir Practice 5:00–7:00pm (Youth Room) 

 

 

 December 2018 

Sunday, December 2 Monthly Prayer Meeting 6:00pm 

Sunday, December 9 Adult Choir Practice 5:00–7:00pm (Youth Room) 

Sunday, December 9 Youth Pizza at PRs 6:00–8:00pm 

Tuesday, December 11 Missions Prayer Meeting 10:30am @ Alaire Irish’s 

Monday, December 24 Christmas Eve Service 6:00pm 

Tuesday, December 25 Christmas Day Office closed 

Friday, December 28 Youth & College Game Night 5:00–9:00pm 
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                                      Faithful Parents           from the desk of Pastor Ryan 

No parent ever says, “I want to be a 

bad parent.” Every mom and dad, 

deep down, endeavors to be a good 

parent who raises good kids. The 

problem is that many times parents 

have the wrong idea of what it 

means to be a “good parent.” A “good parent” ac-

cording to the Bible is not one whose children obey 

all the rules, always dress properly, earn straight A’s, 

and become a huge success as adults. God does not 

call parents to have perfect kids, He calls them to be 

faithful to Him and His ways, and to trust Him for 

the results. In order to accomplish this great task, 

there are a number of commitments that are neces-

sary for a parent to possess. 
 

First, parents must be committed to the Lord. This is 

a two-fold commitment that includes both salvation 

and sanctification. Paul wrote 

in 1 Timothy 2:4 that God 

“desires all people to be saved 

and to come to the 

knowledge of the truth.” God 

created the family to be the 

primary place where children 

hear about the Lord, and            

parents are to be the first re-

sponders in God’s rescue plan 

of salvation. However, they cannot point their chil-

dren to a God they do not know. Parents are also to 

be growing in the Lord (Col 1:10) so that they have a 

love and knowledge to pass on to their kids. 
 

Second, it is necessary for parents to be committed 

to the Bible. Second Timothy 3:16-17 says, “All 

Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 

teaching, for reproof,  for correction, and for train-

ing in righteousness, that the man of God may be 

complete, equipped for every good work.” This 

means that the Bible is authoritative and the perfect 

resource for equipping both parents and children for 

a life pleasing to the Lord. Parents must be commit-

ted to being “doers of the Word” (James 1:22) so 

that their children can know God and know how to 

live for God. 

Next, parents must possess a commitment to each 

other. In Ephesians 5 and Colossians 3, Paul discuss-

es the husband-wife relationship before the parent-

child relationship. I believe this is because the hus-

band-wife relationship is first both in chronology and 

in significance. It is God’s plan for men and women 

to become husband and wife before they become 

mom and dad. But not only that, there is an intimacy 

that exists in the one-flesh union of marriage that 

does not exist between parents and children. Mar-

riage is a “till death do us part” relationship, whereas 

children are temporary residents in the home and 

are expected to depart. The husband-wife relation-

ship existed long before the kids were born, and that 

relationship will continue long after the children have 

left the nest. The marriage relationship is the primary 

relationship within the home and must be treated 

and nurtured as such. 
 

Finally, parents must be 

committed to their chil-

dren. Children have an 

eternal soul, and parents 

have the God-given re-

sponsibility to guide them 

to Christ. We know that 

parents have no control 

over the salvation of their 

children, but parents can create an environment that 

gives children an opportunity to be introduced to 

Christ and realize their need for a  Savior. There-

fore, parents must be committed to establishing a 

godly household (Deut 6:5-9), instructing their chil-

dren in the Lord (Eph 6:4), and putting the gospel on 

display (1 Tim 1:12-17). 
 

Parents have a big job that requires serious commit-

ments. God does not call parents to have perfect 

kids and He knows that they cannot be perfect           

parents. What He desires are parents who are faith-

ful to Him and His Word, faithful to each other as 

husband and wife, and faithful in pointing their              

children to Christ. By God’s grace, may we grow in 

being faithful parents. 



 

  

EAS  RIDGE 
B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  

My feet are strong, my eyes are clear 

I cannot see the way from here 

But on we go, He knows the way 

And in His arms, He keeps me safe. 

Fear not, keep on, watch and pray 

Walk in the light of God’s highway 

The shadows flee, The valley is deep 

But evil cannot conquer me 

Your rod and staff, They protect me 

You give me rest, You give me peace 

CHORUS 

I see the shore, from troubled seas 

This tiny ship that carries me 

It is not yet, But it will be 

So heaven come, It’s you we need 

CHORUS 

I’m holding onto you, Lord 

You’re holding onto me… 

I’m holding onto you, Love 

You’re holding onto me… 

CHORUS 

   God’s Highway  by Sandra McCracken 


