
 

  

mony. Despite the situation, he landed on his feet, 

provided for his family, and honored the Lord. He 

has truly been an example of faithfulness in all 

types of circumstances. 
 

We don’t get to see Bob and Cheryl much any 

more. In fact, we haven’t seen them face-to-face 

in about 10 years. We moved to Washington and 

they moved to Tennessee. We 

don’t talk as much as we should, 

but I spoke with Bob yesterday 

(by the time you read this it will 

have been a couple of weeks ago) 

because he posted a prayer re-

quest on Facebook. Cheryl has 

been diagnosed with pancreatic cancer.  
 

As I spoke with my friend, he told me that at this 

point the cancerous tumor is inoperable and the 

prognosis is not good. They will try chemothera-

py and see what God will do. Bob continued to 

maintain a faithful testimony. He verbalized his 

faith in God’s sovereign love and purposes. They 

are not living in denial; they know what the possi-

bilities are. They are hopeful that God may 

choose to answer our prayers and heal Cheryl. 

As they wait to see what God chooses to do, 
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In Everything Give Thanks from the desk of Pastor John 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 says, “Rejoice al-

ways; pray without ceasing; in everything give 

thanks; for this is God's will for you in Christ 

Jesus.” 
 

My family has been friends with the West fam-

ily for a little over 20 years. I first met Bob 

and Cheryl and their daughter Casey when I 

was the Bible teacher at Christian School of 

the Desert in Bermuda Dunes, CA. Cheryl 

was the kindergarten teacher and Casey was a 

sophomore at the K-12 school. Over the next 

few years our families grew very close. I 

taught Bible lessons to Cheryl’s kindergarten 

class, Bob became a trusted friend, and Casey 

became one of my students. Casey also be-

came a “big sister” to Crystal. Before long, 

they began attending my church and I became 

their pastor.  
 

We have been through a lot 

with this family. I was there 

when Cheryl’s mom was diag-

nosed with cancer; I did her 

funeral not long after. I visited 

Bob while he was still in the 

operating room, minutes after having a blood 

clot removed that had caused a mini stroke. I 

rushed to their home in the middle of the 

night to help them after their car caught fire in 

the garage and almost burned their house 

down. I baptized Casey and also performed 

her wedding. I was playing golf with Bob the 

first time I broke 100. We have been through 

many other things together—some triumphs 

and some tragedies, some family issues and 

some financial issues. 
 

Through it all, Bob maintained a faithful testi-
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“Giving thanks in all things is 

only possible when you have 

correct theology and a proper 

understanding of who God is.” 
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                                      Give Thanks                           continued from page 1 
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they rejoice in the Lord and thank Him for His 

abundant faithfulness.  
 

Bob is a great example of how a child of God 

can give thanks in everything! To be clear, Bob 

and Cheryl are not thanking God that she was 

diagnosed with cancer. They are not thanking 

God that she will experience chemotherapy and 

all that can accompany it. The giving of thanks 

goes much deeper than that! It is the focus of 

the thanksgiving that makes it possible. 
 

Look again at 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, 

“Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in every-

thing give thanks; for this is God's will for you in 

Christ Jesus.” It is important to note that Paul 

did not say, “Give thanks for everything.” In oth-

er words, Paul did not say, “Give thanks for the 

fact that a 23-year-old soldier was killed by an 

IED in Afghanistan,” or, “Give thanks for the    

vicious murder of 58 people at a concert.” Paul 

was not suggesting that we should give thanks 

for the evil things that people do or for the trag-

ic effects that come from living in a sin-cursed 

world. Nor was Paul saying, “Look on the bright 

side and give thanks, because things could have 

been worse.” Or, “Look for the silver lining.” It 

is much deeper than that. Paul said, “In every-

thing give thanks…” That is, in the midst of the 

tragedy, give thanks. In the uncertainty, give 

thanks. In the pain, give thanks. Thanksgiving is 

an important characteristic of the Christian (See 

2 Cor 9:11-12; Phil 4:6; Col 3:16, 4:2; 1 Tim 

2:1).  
 

So, how does a Christian give thanks in every-

thing? Being thankful in all things can only truly 

happen when the object of your focus is the 

person and work of God. When, by faith, you 

recognize that God is good, just, perfect, all 

powerful, all loving, and that He “causes all 

things to work together for good to those who 

love God, to those who are called according to 

His purpose” (Rom. 8:28), then you can give 

thanks in all things because God, not the trou-

ble, has become the object of your focus. You 

can give thanks because you know that God  

always does what is best for us and that which 

brings Him glory. You can give thanks that you 

have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 

the righteous (1 John 2:1). You can give thanks 

that you can cry out to Him because the Spirit 

Himself intercedes for us with groans that 

words cannot express (Rom. 8:26). You can 

give thanks in all things because nothing can sep-

arate you from the love of God (Rom. 8:35-

39) and because you have been told to ask any-

thing in the name of Jesus (John 14:13-14). 
 

Giving thanks in all things is only possible when 

you have correct theology and a proper under-

standing of who God is. If you doubt God’s 

power, wisdom, or love, you will not be able to 

give thanks in all things, because you will only 

see your circumstances through your very lim-

ited understanding. But when you put your trust 

completely in God, you learn to be content, re-

gardless of the circumstances. 
 

To give thanks in all things does not mean that 

you never pray for healing, relief, or for a 

change of circumstance. Conversely, to give 

thanks in all things does mean that you trust 

God, however He chooses to answer your 

prayer. It means that you thank God that He 

has a perfect plan that will lead to your sanctifi-

cation and His glory—even if He chooses a path 

you or I would never choose. To give thanks in 

everything is to keep your focus on God and 

not on the circumstances.  
 

Like Bob, give thanks in everything because this 

is the will of God. Give thanks to God because 

He is in control and His love and His plans are 

always perfect because He is perfect. Let your 

heart be captivated by the God of your faith and 

not by the uncertainty of your circumstances.  
 

Please join me in praying for God to heal my 

friend Cheryl.  

 



 

  

Eastridge would like to extend a warm welcome 

to our newest members: 
  

Joey Bartlett 

Kenna Hadden 

Kevin Thompson 
  

If you are interested in becoming a member of 

Eastridge, check out the membership require-

ments on our website at: 

www.eastridgebaptist.org. Click on the about 

tab and then the become a member tab. 

Isabella Reneé Gardner was born to Katie and            

Aaron Gardner on Thursday, October 19, 2017 at 

8:52am. She was 6 lb. 15.8 oz. 

and 19” long. Isabella is the 

first child for Aaron and 

Katie. 
  

Says grandma, Maxine Emme, 

“She is probably the cutest 

newborn ever. Isabella is such 

a pretty name for a pretty 

little girl!” 
    

 

Congratulations, Katie and Aaron, on your blessing 

from the Lord! 
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Invest in Your Marriage 

Wouldn't it be great if "happily ever after" 

really were the end of the story? 

Great marriages require intentionality and invest-

ment—just like a garden that must be watered in    

order to grow. FamilyLife's Weekend to Remember  

getaway conferences can help you grow your mar-

riage through 

• biblically-based insights from top speakers and 

marriage experts 

• relaxing alone time to rediscover the reasons you 

fell in love, free from distractions 

• helpful tools, projects, and resources for an imme-

diate impact on your marriage. 

Fall conferences in nearby cities include Semiahmoo 

Resort in Blaine, WA (a destination conference, 

which costs $174.99/person) and Red Lion on the 

River in Portland, OR (a standard conference, which 

costs $149.99/person). Both of these conferences 

take place on the weekend of November 10–12, 

2017. For more information and to register online, 

go to www.familylife.com/weekend-to-remember 
 

Please contact Bill or Cathy Mickelson at                            

253-569-3468 if you have questions. 

 

Every good thing bestowed and every  
perfect gift is from above, coming down 
from the Father of lights, with whom 

there is no variation, or shifting shadow. 

James 1:17 

http://www.familylife.com/weekend-to-remember


 

  

When Jesus entered the fray of first century Judaism, 

he clashed monumentally with the culture. He called 

out their sins and offered the right way to live. But He 

gave the reason for such a call. It was founded in a 

true interpretation of Scripture, which led to a true 

estimation of the source of our actions, and the reali-

ty of impending judgment. The Sermon on the Mount 

advertises this method. Christ rightly interprets the 

Scriptures to a culture that had buried the meaning 

underneath centuries of layers of human traditions. 

Through the sediment of the traditions, Christ un-

earths the heart of the law, which drives to the heart 

of man. Not just adultery, but lust (Matthew 5:27-28). 

Not just murder, but hatred (5:21-

22). Not specks of dust, but planks 

of wood, and especially your own 

(7:1-5). As Jesus says later in Mat-

thew, deal with the camels you are 

swallowing, not just the gnats 

(23:24). And as Christ magnificently 

shows the nature of His audience’s 

hearts, He reminds them why this 

is important: judgment comes not 

just for the external but for the heart disposition, 

whether it is accompanied or unaccompanied by ex-

ternal actions like adultery and murder. All of this as-

sumes there is a God who has a law that governs 

even the hearts, and who sees into that heart, and will 

bring His justice. 
 

This is instructive to our engagement with our cul-

ture. Jesus’ culture would have found it difficult to 

conceive of a world where there is no Almighty God. 

But they had lost their way in the muddied waters of 

mere externals. Our culture, however, finds it difficult 

to believe there is an Almighty God. Or if it believes 

there is a God, the God promoted is not one that 

cares significantly about how they live their lives.     

David Wells provides profound insight into our enti-

tlement culture’s view of God: “[Our sense of entitle-

ment] is what leads us to think of [God] as a cheer-

leader who only wants our success. He is a booster, 
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                        Jesus Engages His Culture   from the desk of Pastor Andrew 

an inspiring coach, a source of endless prosperity for 

us. He would never interfere with us in our pursuit of 

the good life. We see him as a never-ending fountain 

of blessings. He is our Concierge.” (David Wells, God 

in the Whirlwind, 23) There is no fear of the Lord in 

this view. When God only becomes a way of provid-

ing us therapy to make our lives better and does not 

intervene in our lives other than to bless us, then 

we’ve lost the heart of the issue. Yet our tactic can 

remain surprisingly similar to that of Christ. We need 

to remind people that there is a heart issue behind 

their behavior. And there is a God who looks into the 

heart as well as at our actions and will judge right-

eously. He perceives our thoughts 

and intentions. The Judaism that 

Jesus spoke to had lost the view of 

a God who looks to the heart. We 

interact with those who have lost 

the view of a God who does exist 

and cares tremendously about not 

mere externals, but the very dispo-

sition of our heart. 
 

When we engage with our culture, we cannot aban-

don the real need. Those we mingle with in our socie-

ty need to know the source of their problems. So we 

hold vigorously to the same message that Christ 

brought: “Unless one is born again he cannot see the 

kingdom of God” (John 3:3). Heart change is the need. 

It is the need of first century Pharisees and 21st centu-

ry skeptics. When the fundamental need has not 

changed, then the solution remains the same. Some of 

the paths to get to the heart of the issue may vary, 

but the heart remains. If the society affirms a plurality 

of gods, we affirm the one true God who exceeds the 

false gods in every area. If the society affirms no God, 

we affirm the one true God who truly made all things 

and the One to whom we must give an account. If the 

society affirms a weak, therapeutic God, we affirm the 

one true God who is there not just to address our 

felt needs, but to reconcile His treacherous creation 

with Himself by means of His only Son. 
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Thanksgiving Pie Social 

Sunday, November 19 
@ 6:00pm 

Everyone welcome! Please bring a pie to share. 

Eastridge Baptist Church 

What’s New This Year? 
 

No candy 
 

No toothpaste 
 

Cost is now $9 to ship a box 

November 12 is the last  

Sunday to drop off your 

filled shoeboxes in the foyer 

 
Drop off your shoebox at 
Eastridge by Sunday,            
November 12 

A donation of $9 is critical 
to cover shipping and other 
project costs. Give online 
through Follow Your Box 
and discover the destina-
tion of your shoebox. 

Get a standard 

Boxes are available 
in the foyer (while 
supplies last) 

size shoebox 
to pack for a 
boy or girl. 

who will receive 

Most importantly, 
pray for the child 

your gift. 

Include a   
personal note 
and photo. 

Select a quality “wow” 
toy such as a doll, 
soccer ball 
with pump, 
or stuffed 
animal. 

supplies 

Fill with other fun toys, 
hygiene items, and school 

Operation 
Christmas 

Child 
Fill a shoebox and give the 

gift of the love of Jesus 

Christ to a needy child 
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                       Hymn Study: Abide With Me      from the desk of Pastor Samuel 
Abide with me; fast falls the eventide 

The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide 

When other helpers fail and comforts flee 

Help of the helpless, abide with me. 
 

Thou on my head, in early youth didst smile 

And though rebellious and perverse meanwhile 

Thou hast not left me, though I oft left Thee 

On to the close, Lord, abide with me 
 

I need Thy presence every passing hour 

What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s power? 

Who, like Thyself, my guide and stay can be? 

Through cloud and sunshine, abide with me 
 

I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless 

Ills have no weight, tears lose their bitterness 

Where is thy sting, death? Where, grave, thy victory? 

I triumph still; abide with me 
 

Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes 

Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies 

Heaven’s morning breaks, and earth's vain shadows flee 

In life, in death, Lord, abide with me. 
 

I have fond memories from when I lived in California 

of going to the beach with friends—often for a youth 

group gathering—where we’d sing worship songs to-

gether and watch the sun set. But once the sun was 

down, those evenings usually came to a swift close, 

because we couldn’t really see what we were doing 

anymore. We all knew that once the sun had set, it 

was time to start packing up to go home. 
 

Many people, when reading or singing along to the 

hymn “Abide with Me,” tend to think of the imagery 

in that way, simply as the end of a day. While this is 

certainly part of it, the author, Henry Francis Lyte, 

also had the reality of death in mind as he wrote this 

hymn. There is some speculation about when he 

wrote it, but many suggest that the process began in 

1820 when a close friend and fellow minister of Lyte’s 

died tragically. He didn’t share the hymn with his con-

gregation in England until 27 years later, as he was 

battling his own fatal illness. Lyte died in November 

of 1847, and the hymn was first published a year               

later. 

The Bible often uses similar imagery, combining the 

closing of a day and the closing of a life. King Solomon 

closes out the book of Ecclesiastes by warning about 

the ways the body can break down at the end of life, 

symbolized in part by the darkening of the sun’s light 

at the end of a day. The apostle Paul refers to those 

who “have fallen asleep” in 1 Corinthians 15:6, mean-

ing those who had received Christ, but had died since 

then. We are finite creatures; our “day” on this earth 

will quickly come to its end, possibly without any pri-

or warning. But we can have comfort in every aspect 

of our lives if we remain rooted and abiding in Christ. 
 

The song-writer’s plea is not a one-time, simple fix-

type of abiding. That idea makes no sense! Jesus said 

to His disciples, “As the branch cannot bear fruit by 

itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, un-

less you abide in me” (John 15:4). We cannot expect 

to bear fruit as believers in Christ if we are not contin-

ually drawing close to Him. “I need Thy presence eve-

ry passing hour.” We will fall prey to sin’s tempta-

tions if we do not take time to pray to God and study 

His Word, remembering what He has done for us 

and what He has commanded us to do. This is how 

we can sing, “I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to 

bless.” He is our help and comfort when the 

“helpers” and “comforts” of this world inevitably fail 

us. As the second verse of the hymn says, despite our 

faithlessness in this life, the Lord is faithful to never 

leave us nor forsake us (Hebrews 13:5). “So we can 

confidently say, ‘The Lord is my helper; I will not fear; 

what can man do to me?’” (v.6) 
 

Ecclesiastes 12 implores its readers to remember 

God, our Creator and Sustainer, from the days of our 

youth. If we take this command to heart, we can have 

confidence in Christ all the way to the end of our 

days. Someday, unless the Lord returns first, we will 

all close our eyes for the last time and depart this 

world; and as the shadows of this world disappear, a 

whole new clarity will burst forth as we come into 

the presence of our Lord. Death’s power over us was 

taken away in the sacrifice of Christ, so death is truly 

gain for us who abide in Christ. 



 

  

November 1st – Escape the Room Night. You’ll have to use your 

detective skills and solve the mystery in order to escape from the room! 

November 8th – Superhero Night. Come to Awana dressed as 

your favorite superhero! You’ll earn extra points for your team! 

November 15th – Semag Night. Tonight we’ll play your favorite 

games, but with a twist… they’ll be played backwards! 

November 22nd – No Awana. Enjoy Thanksgiving with your family 

and we’ll see you back next week. 

November 29th – Pair Night. You’ll have a partner during game time 

tonight and everything will be done as a pair! 
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Kids’ Corner 

AWANA 
IN 
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Arlene Deavel 11/7 

Cy Latta 11/7 

Timothy Kearney 11/7 

Sage Small 11/8 

Ishaan Singh 11/9 

Sam Groot 11/9 

Abby Hunt 11/10 

Beth Hunt 11/10 

Dawna Yarnold 11/13 

Ellie Teeler 11/14 

Joanne Thomas 11/16 

Josh Peyton 11/17 

Ryle Latta 11/17 

Emet Craig 11/17 

Jackie Cochran 11/18 

Logan Haylor 11/19 

Roy Yeomans 11/19 

Samantha Goheen 11/22 

Jefferson Goheen 11/22 

Grayson Young 11/24 

Don Allen 11/25 

Aarav Singh 11/26 

Michael Osterman 11/26 

Bob Cochran 11/26 

Shay Anderson 11/26 

Maxine Emme 11/27 

Jacob Trzeciak 11/30 

 

Anniversaries 

Clement and Ai Lin Eng 

11/22 

Paul and Carol Buehler 

11/23 

Bob and Margaret Yates 

11/26 

Joe Adams 11/1 

Sarah McCafferty 11/2 

Paras Singh 11/3 

Aaron Swenson 11/3 

Jordan Caleb 11/3 

Jeremiah Bonn 11/3 

John LeProhon 11/5 

Wally Burt 11/5 

Bobbie Stockton 11/6 

Peter Schrock 11/6 

Diane Scholl 11/6 

Elise Young 11/6 

Judy Peltekian 11/7 

November Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Turkey with all the fix-

ings. Service with a 

smile. Fellowship. Fun. It 

doesn’t get much better 

than that! If you’re a 

Primetimer (55+) this is 

what you’ll experience 

at the annual Thanksgiv-

ing meal served by the Eastridge youth. The event 

takes place on Saturday, November 11 at noon 

at the church. After the meal, the Youth Praise high 

school choir will sing, plus there will be some congre-

gational singing.  
 

Don’t miss the delicious meal and the opportunity to 

get to know our great youth! Please plan to invite a 

friend to join you.  
 

RSVP in your Realm account or to Ray Emme at            

253-398-2662 or rayemme1936@gmail.com so the 

youth know how much food to prepare. 

Primetimers’ Festive Food and Fellowship 

It’s a Potluck 
After a break for the summer, our monthly potluck Fellowship 

Meals are back! Everyone is invited to join us after second          

service on Sunday, November 5 for a time of fellowship and 

the sharing of a meal. Please bring a main dish, side dish, or           

dessert to share (with an emphasis on main dishes). You can leave 

your dishes, marked “potluck,” in the kitchen when your arrive. 
 

If you have any questions about the potluck, please contact              

Anabel Elliott at 253-332-1197. 



 

  

 

Thanksgiving Day 
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 Communion 
  

1:00–4:00pm 

Eastridge 101 

(Auditorium) 
 

6:30pm 

Christmas 

Choir Practice 

  

   

9:30am 

Apologetics 

Group 
  

6:30pm          

128 Student 

Ministries 
 

6:30pm Awana 

Clubs 

2 3 1 

 

9:30am 

Apologetics 

Group 
  

6:30pm          

128 Student 

Ministries 
 

6:30pm Awana 

Clubs 
  

8 7 5 

1 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

9 11 

  

  

5:30am Men’s 

Discipleship 

Class 

  

  
  

5:30am Men’s 

Discipleship 

Class 
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 9:30am Ladies’ 

Bible Studies 
 

5:00–7:00pm 
Thursday Church 

 

5:00pm Bible Quiz 
  

7:00pm College/
Career Study 

 

7:00pm Youth 
Boys’ Bible Study 

  

7:00pm Worship 
Team  

4 

 Deadline for 

shoeboxes 
 

1:00pm 

Christmas Choir 

Practice 
 

6:00pm Youth 

Pizza at PR’s  
 

6:30pm 

Christmas 

Choir Practice  

27 

  

Daylight 

Saving Time 

Ends 
 

Baptisms 
 

1:00pm Potluck 

Fellowship Meal 

(auditorium) 
 

6:00pm Prayer 

Meeting 
  

  

  

   

1:30–4:00pm 

OCC Shoebox 

Collection 
 

6:00pm 

Thanksgiving 

Pie Social  

10:00am–

12:00pm OCC 

Shoebox 

Collection 
  

2:00pm Ladies’ 
Bible Study 

 

6:30pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

7:00pm Men’s 

Bible Study  

 1:30–4:00pm 

OCC Shoebox 

Collection 
  

2:00pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

6:30pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

7:00pm Men’s 

Bible Study  

21 

  10:30am–

12:00pm 

Missions Prayer 

Ministry @ 

Alaire Irish’s  
 

1:00–3:00pm 

OCC Shoebox 

Collection 
 

5:00–8:30pm   

Tae Kwon Do 
 

6:30pm Elder 

Meeting 

  

  

  
  

  

5:00–8:30pm   

Tae Kwon Do 

 9:30am 

Apologetics 

Group 
 

1:00–3:00pm 

OCC Shoebox 

Collection 
 

6:30pm          

128 Student 

Ministries 
 

6:30pm Awana 

Clubs 

  
  

  
  

  

  

  

  

   

 

   

 

 

 

 

Office Closed 

  

  

  

12:00–2:00pm 

Primetimers’ 

Thanksgiving 

Meal with EBC 

Youth 

  

 

 

 

 

 

9:00–11:30am 

OCC Shoebox 

Collection 

 

 

 

 
 
  
 

 

15 

19 

18 17 16 

 

9:30am Ladies’ 
Bible Studies 

 

5:00–7:00pm 
Thursday Church 

 

5:00pm Bible Quiz 
  

7:00pm College/
Career Study 

 

7:00pm Youth 
Girls’ Bible Study 

 

7:00pm Worship 
Team  

14 

  

 

 

 

5:00–8:30pm   

Tae Kwon Do 
  

 

13 12 

26 

25 24 

 

 

5:30am Men’s 

Discipleship 

Class 

 

5:00–7:00pm 

OCC Shoebox 

Collection 

  

  
  

  

23 

30 

22 20 

 29 28 

  

  

  
 

7:00pm Worship 

Team Practice 

 

   

2:00pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

6:30pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

7:00pm Men’s 

Bible Study  

  

  

2:00pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

6:30pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

7:00pm Men’s 

Bible Study  
  

 9:30am Ladies’ 

Studies 
 

1:00–3:00pm 

OCC Shoebox 

Collection 
 

5:00–7:00pm 
Thursday Church 

 

5:00pm Bible Quiz 
 

7:00pm C/C Study 
   

7:00pm Youth 
Boys’ Bible Study 

 

7:00pm Worship 
Team  

  
  

  

 9:30am 

Apologetics 

Group 
  

6:30pm          

128 Student 

Ministries 
 

6:30pm Awana  

Clubs 

 

9:30am Ladies’ 
Bible Studies 

 

5:00–7:00pm 
Thursday Church 

 

5:00pm Bible Quiz 
  

7:00pm College/
Career Study 

 
 

7:00pm Worship 
Team  
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Mark your calendar... 
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 December 2017 

Sunday, December 3 Monthly Prayer Meeting 6:00pm 

Sunday, December 10 Youth Pizza @ PR’s 6:00pm 

Tuesday, December 12 Missions Prayer Ministry 10:30am @ Alaire Irish’s 

Saturday, December 16 Youth Caroling & Christmas Party 5:00–9:00pm 

Sunday, December 17 Special Christmas Music Both services 

 

 January 2018 

Sunday, January 7  Monthly Prayer Meeting 6:00pm 

Tuesday, January 9 Missions Prayer Ministry 10:30am @ Alaire Irish’s 

Sunday, January 14 Youth Broccoli & Bratwurst @ Brock’s 6:00pm 

Saturday, January 27 Youth Progressive Dinner TBD 

 

 February 2018 

 

Sunday, February 11*  Monthly Prayer Meeting 6:00pm 

Tuesday, February 13 Missions Prayer Ministry 10:30am @ Alaire Irish’s 

Sunday, February 18– 
      Tuesday, February 20 Youth Winter Camp TBD 

 
*Note the date change from the 1st Sunday of the month 
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                                     All the Right Tools      from the desk of Pastor Ryan 

There are two kinds of handymen 

in the world: those who are actual 

handymen, and those who pretend 

to be handymen. I fall into the lat-

ter category. A true handyman will 

gather all the right tools before starting a job. I, on 

the other hand, am notorious for having to make 

multiple trips to the garage to retrieve the variety of 

tools I need to complete a job. However, when it 

comes to the task of living the Christian life, thank-

fully the Lord already provides us with all the tools 

necessary for the job. 
 

On Wednesday nights, 128SM is 

learning about discipleship, which 

we define as Christians helping 

Christians be more like Christ. As 

believers, we have the responsibil-

ity to grow in Christ and help oth-

ers do the same. The basis for our 

study is the book entitled Self-

Confrontation Manual (Broger, 

1994). In this book, you come face 

to face with the greatest question you will ever have 

to answer: “Will you follow God’s plan?” God’s plan 

is for you to live according to His Word. That plan 

begins with a relationship with Jesus Christ, and it 

continues as you establish a biblical pattern of life. 

The good news is that God provides you with every-

thing you need in order to live according to His plan. 
 

First, God gives you divine provisions. These provisions 

include His Spirit, who dwells in you to empower 

you (Rom 8:9-11); His Son, who promised to be with 

you always (Matt 28:20); His Word, that works in 

you and is sufficient to change you (1 Thess 2:13); 

and His wisdom, which He freely and generously 

provides to you so that you can make right decisions 

(James 1:5). When you add all these together, you 

see that God provides Himself to equip you and em-

power you to live a godly life. 
 

Second, God gives you a different purpose. Before sal-

vation, you lived a self-focused life where you only 

sought to please yourself. As a Christian, you have a 

completely different focus, as you are now to live for 

the glory of God (1 Cor 10:31). This is practiced, as 

you die to self (Luke 9:23), by loving God and loving 

others (Matt 22:37-39). 
 

Third, God gives you a direct plan. God’s plan is very 

simple; love God by obeying God (1 John 5:3). Obe-

dience is how love for God is expressed. The two go 

hand in hand. Love without obedience is worthless 

sentimentalism, and obedience without love is harsh 

legalism. We obey because we 

love, and we love so we will obey. 
 

Fourth, God gives you definite 

promises. There are many pre-

cious promises throughout the 

Bible, and here are a few. Para-

mount among them is the fact 

that Jesus will return for His 

church (1 Thess 4:16-17). Also, 

you will be changed to become like Christ (1 John 

3:2), and you will dwell in heaven forever in His king-

dom of eternal peace and joy (Rev 21:1-4). These 

promises provide true hope for this life. 
 

Finally, God has given you distinct priorities. He informs 

you about what is important in this life. It has been 

said that “heaven is what we live for because heaven 

is what we were saved for.” As one saved by Christ 

and headed for heaven, God provides you with the 

eternal perspective (Titus 2:11-13) needed to make 

wise decisions on how you use the remainder of 

your time on earth (Eph 5:15-16).  
 

You have been well equipped. It is now up to you to 

answer the question, “Will you follow God’s plan?” I 

pray that you will because He gives you everything 

you need to live biblically. Let us use these tools for 

His glory. 



 

  

EAS  RIDGE 
B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  

Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 
let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 

For the LORD is a great God, 
    and a great King above all gods. 

From the staff of Eastridge Baptist Church 


