
 

  

In 1191, King Richard I of England was fighting 

the Muslims in Israel. In June of that year he 

had taken the city of Acre, with the help of his 

cousins Louis VII of France and Leopold V of 

Austria. At the victory, the French and English 

flags were raised over the city. Leopold then 

raised his Austrian flag as well. Richard took 

exception to that since Austria was vassal to 

England. Leopold’s flag was taken down and 

thrown into the moat. Leopold was offended 

and immediately left for Austria. 
 

Late the next year, as King Richard was re-

turning home from battle in Jerusalem, he was 

shipwrecked near the  

northeast shore of Italy. He 

and four of his men began 

making their way by land 

through central Europe. 

Shortly before Christmas, 

Richard was captured in   

Austria by Leopold, who was 

still angry over the way he 

was treated in Acre. A ran-

som of 65,000 pounds of silver was demanded 

for his release. The sum was more than twice 

the annual revenue of the English crown. 
 

England immediately imposed heavy taxation: 

church treasuries were confiscated, and no-

bles were expected to contribute large sums 

of money. On February 4, 1194 the ransom 

was paid, and Richard was released. Since then 

a large amount of money is known as a “King’s 

Ransom.” 

“ 

 

Ephesians 1:7–8a speaks about a king’s ransom 

– not the ransom paid for the king, but the ran-

som paid by the King. Paul writes, In Him we 

have redemption through His blood, the 

forgiveness of our trespasses, 

according to the riches of 

His grace which He lavished 

on us.  
 

The word redemption is the 

key word in this verse. It means 

a release effected by the payment 

of a ransom. Paul uses the word 

to convey the idea that we had 

been held captive by our sin until the ransom was 

paid. The ransom that must be paid was the pre-

cious blood of Jesus Christ. Jesus could not pay 

the price of our redemption simply by living a 

good life or even by living a perfect life. Though 

His perfect obedience was necessary, that was 

not enough. The price of our redemption was His 

blood. 1 Peter 1:18–19 says, “knowing that you 

were not redeemed with perishable things like 

silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited 

Redemption is the 

key word in this verse 

[Ephesians 1:7]. Paul uses the 

word to convey the idea that 

we had been held captive by 

our sin until the ransom was 

paid. 

“ 
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from your forefathers, 19 but with precious 

blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, 

the blood of Christ.” The blood of Christ was 

the currency used to purchase those whom He 

saves. The blood required could not be accom-

plished by a mere prick of His finger; it required 

the pouring out of His life’s blood because the 

wages of sin is death (Rom. 6:23). 
 

Our redemption is necessary because, accord-

ing to Romans 6, we are slaves to sin until  

Jesus Christ redeems us. Our redemption frees 

us from slavery to sin because the death of          

Jesus on the cross was enough to pay the ran-

som and bought the for-

giveness of our trespass-

es. Sin enslaves man but the              

redemptive work of Jesus 

frees man. Isaiah 53:5–6 

says, “But He was pierced 

through for our transgres-

sions, He was crushed for 

our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being 

fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are 

healed. 6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, 

Each of us has turned to his own way; But the 

LORD has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on 

Him.” Paul put it like this in  2 Corinthians 

5:21, “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin 

on our behalf, so that we might become the 

righteousness of God in Him.” The blood of 

Jesus purchases the Christian’s freedom by fully 

and completely washing away their sin  

(1 John 1:9). 
 

When Christ redeemed us from the slave mar-

ket of sin He forgave our sins and carried them 

away for good (Ps 103:12; Isa. 43:25). The for-

giveness is permanent (never to be brought up 

again), complete (all sins to the fullest degree), 

and ongoing (all future sins). 
 

Why would God the Father and God the Son 

pay such a high price to redeem sinners like you 

and me? The answer is, His grace. The only 

reason the Father and the Son paid such a price 

for our redemption is because of His great love 

for us and to display the riches of His grace 

which He lavished on us. That God lav-

ished His grace on us speaks of abundance or 

extravagance. Not only is the grace of God  

undeserved it is also abundant. There is always 

more than enough grace to meet your sin debt. 

Romans 5:20 says, “The Law came in so that 

the transgression would  

increase; but where sin        

increased, grace abounded 

all the more.” 
 

God shows grace to all 

mankind: He causes the sun 

to rise on the evil and on 

the good, He sends rain on 

the righteous and on the unrighteous (Matt 

5.45). But His efficacious grace—His special  

forgiving and saving grace—is reserved for 

those who call upon Him and confess Him as 

Lord.  
 

God loves us so much that He paid the price of 

our redemption in order to free us from            

slavery to sin and death and to give us eternal 

life. His grace, which has been lavished on us, is 

more than enough to forgive our sin and save 

our souls. If you have not put your faith in Jesus 

Christ and confessed Him as your Lord, you 

need to pray right now and ask Him to forgive 

your sin and save your soul. The only way to be 

forgiven and have eternal life is through the 

King’s ransom. His grace is enough for you, too. 
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A Heartfelt Thank You for Your Service  

Each spring, Eastridge holds several Church Work Days to tidy up the grounds and tend to the garden beds. 

So far this year we’ve held two work days, with a final spring work day scheduled for Saturday, June 8 

from 9:00am to 2:00pm.  
 

Thank you to all the volunteers who turned out to spruce up the church grounds; it was very encouraging to 

see so many people helping! We had a record number of volunteers at our first work day on March 30th, so 

we got a lot done that day (see photos below). Then, on April 13th we had a great crew of youth and adults 

show up to finish cleaning the garden beds and spread bark mulch. It was so good to hear the younger gener-

ation eagerly ask, “What's next?” after they finished their assigned work. We were able to finish early on that 

rainy Saturday because so many came out on both days.  
 

Thank you, also, to Cherryl Boston, who coordinates the work days and to Terry Reesing who prepared the 

refreshments and lunch for the hungry crew.  
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Eastridge is sending a short-term mission 

team to Greece July 4th, returning July 15th. 
  

OUR MISSION 

The purpose of the trip is to assist our 

missionaries, Takis and April Korianitis, 

run a summer camp on the island of  

Zakynthos. This trip will differ from the 

previous two Greece mission trips, as 

the camp will be held for campers            

between the ages of 12–15 as opposed to 

6–12. Team members will have the              

opportunity to share the gospel through-

out the week by performing Bible skits, 

giving testimonies, running the camp, and             

getting to know the students through 

activities.  
 

HOW CAN YOU HELP? 

In support of the team’s trip, we will be 

hosting a fundraiser at the church on Saturday, May 18th, between 9:00am and 2:00pm. The fundraiser 

will include a car wash (by donation) in the parking lot and a garage sale in the Youth Center. So bring 

your car and we’ll wash it up for you while you shop for treasures at the garage sale. 

 

We are also seeking donations of garage sale items in good to very good condition and you can help by 

donating your unwanted items; we need the following the most: 
 

* Baby and toddler clothes (no children’s or adult clothing, please!) 

* Baby Items       * Toys 

* Sports Equipment      * Household Items 

* Quality Jewelry      * Small furniture, in very good condition 

* Other useful items in good condition will be gratefully accepted. 

Note: We will not be accepting large appliances or large furniture, 

mattresses, or large electronics of any kind (TV’s, computers, etc.) 

Your donations can be brought to the Youth Center beginning 

Sunday, May 12 or by making special arrangements by contacting 

Bill Mickelson (253-508-2953) or Cathy Mickelson (253-569-3468).  
 

Please also pray for the team as we prepare for this mission. Pray that we will be effective in our ministry 

to the children and that God would prepare their hearts to hear the good news of the saving grace of  

Jesus Christ. 
 

Thank you for your prayers and support! 

          Support our Greece Mission Team!     by the Greece Mission Team 

Back row (l to r): Joel McCafferty, Michael Gailey, Jordan Olson, Bill 

Mickelson; Middle row (l to r): Pastor John, Kelly Tolonen, Rachel 

Roach, Cathy Mickelson, Ashly Barrios; Front row (l to r): Amanda 

Barrios, Emily Swenson, Hannah Young 

Greece Mission Team 2019 
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              VBS 2019: Shine             from the desk of Pastor Andrew 

Light holds a large thematic place throughout Scrip-

ture. The first words God spoke in the Bible and in 

Creation were, “Let there be light.” (Gen 1:3) By 

night, the Lord shone in the pillar of fire as He led the 

Israelites through the wilderness. (Ex 13:21) The 

word of the Lord is a lamp to the feet and a light to 

the path of His people. (Ps 119:105) When Jesus en-

ters the world He is the light of life and the light of 

the world. (John 1:4-5; 8:12) The apostle John simply 

declares, “God is light, and in him is no darkness at 

all.” (1 John 1:5) Paul sums up His holiness when he 

writes that God “dwells in unapproachable light.”  

(1 Tim 6:16) The Father and Son’s illuminous display 

shines with such power that in 

the New Jerusalem that there will 

be no need for the light of the 

sun with their glorious presence. 

(Rev 21:23)  
 

The light of God is His holiness, 

sinless purity, and indestructible 

life. There is none like Him. 

There is no sin in Him. And he 

possesses life in Himself, un-

derived from any other source. 

Before we can consider how we 

are to shine as lights in the world, 

we must know the God of light.  
 

Our VBS theme for summer 2019 is “Shine.” We 

want the children to let their little lights shine. But 

they will never be able to do that until they know the 

God who shines so brightly that His dwelling place is 

unapproachable by the darkness of sinful man. During 

the week, we will explore the attributes of God                 

described in 1 Timothy 6:13-16: God the Creator, 

God the King, God the Immortal, God the Holy One, 

God the Glorified. Each one of these elements is  

simple enough for young minds to grasp the reality of 

a being so great that He created all things, rules all 

things, has no beginning nor ending, and has no sin. 

The only proper response to this creator-king-

immortal-holy God is to glorify His name: “To him be 

honor and eternal dominion. Amen.” (1 Tim 6:16) 
 

We all enter the orbital struggle of trying to be the 

center of all things. But we must learn to be content 

with Almighty God as the fixed point around whom 

we all orbit. It is His light we reflect, His image we 

bear, His message we communicate, His glory we  

extol, His universe we live in, His life we’ve been          

given. We should cry with the psalmist: “Not to us,   

O LORD, not to us, but to your name give glory”  

(Ps 115:1), and pray with Jesus, “Hallowed be your 

name.” (Matt 6:9) Old hearts and young hearts alike 

surge against this fixed order, angry and bitter that 

we are not central, our lives are 

not the main plot line in the 

script, we are not the central 

character. This is the exact kind 

of pride that needs to be undone 

and replaced with humility in           

order to know the sublime joy of 

living in our rightful place. As our 

glory dims and the light of the 

true glory of God in Christ shines 

in our hearts, then we begin to 

experience our participation in 

the new creation, “For God, who 

said, ‘Let light shine out of dark-

ness,’ has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 

knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 

Christ.” (2 Cor 4:6) Only then, after seeing the glory 

of God in the face of Jesus Christ may we begin, in 

our jars of clay, to shine as lights in this world, both 

pointing to God’s glory as we praise Him, and shining 

God’s glory as His life dwells in us.  
 

Because we are all naturally reluctant to accept that 

our chief end is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever, 

we must help young hearts see how truly glorious 

God is, how He shines, and pray that as they see His 

glory, they might forever bow their hearts to this 

chief end. 
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Would you like to be involved in   

helping the students at Eastridge go 

to camp? 
 

Summer Camp is July 7–12 and the 

youth of 128 Student Ministries are 

ready and willing to work to earn their 

way to camp. If you have the jobs, we 

have the workers! 
 

If you would like to have our                    

students help you with any odd jobs, 

please contact Pastor Ryan at 

253-951-5583 or 

ryant@eastridgebaptist.org 
 

Thank you for supporting our youth! 

Car Wash 

Garage sale 

SATURDAY, MAY 18, 2019 
9:00am–2:00pm 

 

Eastridge Baptist Church 
 

Car wash is by donation. See page 4 for                
information on how you can donate items to 

the garage sale! 

Vacation Bible School  
 

July 15–July 19, 2019 
Eastridge Baptist Church 

 

All children entering               
Kindergarten through 6th 
grade are invited to join in 

the FUN! 

Children will HEAR the gospel 
and KNOW what it means to 

give God glory! 

Watch for information on                  
pre-registering your children. 

WE’RE READY TO WORK FOR YOU!  

FREE VBS 
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                           Who But You? A Look at Psalm 73        from the desk of Pastor Samuel 

Sometimes life just does not make sense. The circum-

stances we see and experience don’t seem to be 

what we think is fair. While we know that this reality 

is caused by the sin that runs rampant in our world, 

that doesn’t mean we fully understand what is going 

on in our lives. The psalmist Asaph felt this injustice 

as he wrote the psalm we now know as Psalm 73. 

Even though he knew that “God is good to Israel, 

to those who are pure in heart” (v. 1), that is not 

what he saw happening in Israel. 
 

In verses 2–14, Asaph gave a detailed description of 

the inequity he saw and felt in God’s chosen nation. 

Wicked men, acting in defiance to God’s Law, were 

becoming prosperous and gaining power! They de-

served punishment, but they were not getting into 

any trouble for their evil 

deeds. They would strut 

around the country in 

pride, openly flaunting 

their wickedness and            

violence. Verse 9 sums 

this up succinctly: “They 

set their mouths 

against the heavens.” However, the worst part 

about their open defiance of God was the fact that 

they were leading the nation of Israel astray! God’s 

own people began to question Him: “How can God 

know? Is there knowledge in the Most 

High?” (see vv. 10–11) This injustice caused Asaph to 

envy the wicked (v. 3) and to feel as if he had lived 

righteously for nothing (vv. 13–14). 
 

However, Asaph did not give himself completely over 

to despair. While struggling to understand this injus-

tice, he went to the “sanctuary of God” (v. 17) 

and was reminded of the wicked man’s ultimate end. 

Though he may prosper now, the evil he has sown 

will reap judgment in eternity. In verses 18–20, Asaph 

continued to write in plain, succinct language, illus-

trating the utter destruction that awaits the wicked 

men. 
 

Though Asaph had let himself become “embittered” 

and “brutish” when he saw this injustice in his lifetime 

(see vv. 21–22), he recalled God’s faithfulness and  

justice, causing his soul to rejoice and rest in God 

once again. He remembered that it is an eternally  

infinite advantage to rest in God rather than to              

oppose Him. Asaph’s eyes were refocused on the 

most important thing in all creation: 

“Whom have I in heaven but You? And there 

is nothing on earth that I desire besides You. 

My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the 

strength of my heart and my portion                    

forever.” (vv. 25–26) 
 

We may feel similar injustices as we look at our cur-

rent culture, but we should not neglect the truth 

about God’s justice and the hope we have for the  

future. Don’t let yourself become frustrated by what 

the wicked are able to 

“get away with.” Don’t 

give in to the temptation 

of their way of life and 

compromise your integri-

ty because things don’t 

seem fair at the moment. 
 

If we trust in God and believe that He will judge right-

eously over good and evil in the future, we can have 

hope and encouragement today. We can live confi-

dently in obedience to Scripture, knowing that 

“afterward [God] will receive me to glory”  

(v. 24). Think also of similar promises in the New 

Testament, particularly this one found in Galatians: 

“Whatever a man sows, that will he also reap. For the 

one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh 

reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit 

will from the Spirit reap eternal life. And let us not 

grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will 

reap, if we do not give up” (Galatians 6:7b–9). When 

life seems unfair, remember that there is no greater           

advantage in this life than to trust in our God. Let 

that direct the things you say and the way you live, so 

that you may join in Asaph’s final statement: 

“For me it is good to be near God; I have 

made the Lord GOD my refuge, that I may tell 

of all your works” (v. 28). 



 

  8 

Jennifer Teeler 5/15 

Nicolae Panfil 5/16 

Alyssa Guthrie 5/16 

Levi Hammett 5/16 

Laura Botka 5/17 

Eli Yarnold 5/18 

Mike Miranda 5/18 

Jenna Freeman 5/19 

Zephaniah Skeith 5/20 

Emma McArdel 5/20 

Abigail Burlando 5/21 

Leon Craig 5/21 

Diane Carlton 5/24 

Ai Lin Eng 5/25 

Nathan Bonar 5/25 

Mike Freeland 5/25 

Isabella Burlando 5/26 

Peaches Sandelius 5/26 

Shanna Carlton 5/26 

Daniel Teeler 5/26 

Johnathan Rutherford 5/27 

Timothy Kusack 5/27 

Ed Pieczonka 5/29 

 

 

Anniversaries 

Chris and Tammy Jensen 5/5 

Ken and Pam Smith 5/7 

Eric and Kim Olson 5/10 

Brad and Amy Meeuwse 

5/12 

Mark and Cathy McMinn 

5/20 

Jim and Peggy Sherman 5/22 

Nicolae and Ana Panfil 5/23 

 

Andrew Watson 5/1 

Keren Goheen 5/3 

Claire Diehl 5/4 

Mark Yarnold 5/4 

Brock Burlando 5/5 

David Carter 5/5 

Sarah Watson 5/7 

Debbie Thompson 5/9 

Jean Foster 5/9 

Ken Botka 5/11 

Mary Bennett 5/13 

Kimberly Bonar 5/13 

May Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Friday, June 7, 2019 @ 6:00pm  
Eastridge Baptist Church 

Mark your calendar for our 
June Church Work Day! 

Watch for a sign-up sheet in the foyer. Lunch and               
refreshments will be provided. Contact Cherryl Boston 

at crboston12@gmail.com for more information.  

Saturday, June 8 @ 9am-2pm 

MEN’S 
DINNER 

Eastridge Baptist Church 

Men’s Ministry 

food, 

Join us for  

and a                

God’s Word  

message from  

fellowship,  



 

  

 

 

 

5:00–8:30pm   

TaeKwonDo 
 

 

7:00pm Young 

Marrieds Bible 

Study (Youth Ctr) 
 

 
 
 

 

  

 

 

  
 

6:30pm          

128 Student 

Ministries 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5:00–6:00pm 

Adult Choir 

Rehearsal (Youth 

Center) 
 

6:00pm 

Monthly Prayer 

Meeting 

(Auditorium) 

 

  

5:30am 

Watchmen Men’s 

Discipleship 

(Youth Center) 
 

4:00–11:00pm 
Youth Secret 

Church @ EBC 

9 

 

Communion 
 

5:00–7:00pm 

Adult Choir 

Practice (Youth 

Center) 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

6:30pm          

128 Student 

Ministries 
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6:30pm          

128 Student 

Ministries 
 

6:30pm 

Children’s 
Ministry 

Appreciation 

Dinner 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

9 11 
 

 

  

5:30am 

Watchmen Men’s 

Discipleship 

(Youth Center) 
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9:30am Ladies’ 
Bible Studies  

 
 

7:00pm College/
Career Study 

 

7:00pm Worship 
Team Practice 

 
 

4 

27 

 

 
 

6:30pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

6:30–8:00pm  

Apologetics 

Group 
 

7:00pm Men’s 

Bible Study 
 

7:00pm Men’s 

Bible Study 

 

 

2:00pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study (Large 

Portable) 
 

 

6:30–8:00pm  

Apologetics 

Group 
 

 

21 

 

10:30am Missions 

Prayer Ministry 

(@ Alaire Irish’s ) 
 

5:00–8:30pm   

TaeKwonDo 

 

6:30pm Elder Mtg 

 

7:00pm Young 

Marrieds Bible 

Study (Youth Ctr) 

 

  

 

 

 

5:00–8:30pm   

TaeKwonDo 
 
 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30pm          

128 Student 

Ministries 
 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 
 

5:30am 

Watchmen Men’s 

Discipleship 
(Youth Center) 

 

 

 

 

5:30am 

Watchmen Men’s 

Discipleship 

(Youth Center) 
 

 

  

 

 
 

 

9:00am–

2:00pm Greece 

Team Car 
Wash & 

Garage Sale @ 

EBC 

 

 

 

15 

19 

18 17 16 

 

 
 
 

 
7:00pm College/

Career Study 

 

7:00pm Worship 
Team Practice 

  

14 13 12 

26 

Master’s 

Chorale @ 

EBC  
 

1:00–3:00pm C/C 

Women’s Lunch 

and Study 

(Mickelson’s) 
 

5:00–7:00pm 

Annual Potluck 

& Business Mtg 

25 24 

 

 

 

5:30am 

Watchmen Men’s 

Discipleship 

(Youth Center) 
 

  

 

23 

30 

 

 
 
 
 

 
7:00pm College/

Career Study 

 

7:00pm Worship 
Team Practice 

22 20 

31 28 

 2:00pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study (Large 

Portable) 
 

6:30pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

6:30–8:00pm  

Apologetics 

Group 
 

7:00pm Men’s 

Bible Study 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mother’s Day 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

5:00–8:30pm   
TaeKwonDo 

 
 

 

7:00pm Young 

Marrieds Bible 

Study (Youth Ctr) 
 
 

 
 

 

Memorial Day 

 
 
 
 
 

 
7:00pm College/

Career Study 

 

7:00pm Worship 
Team Practice 

   

  

  

 

 
 

6:30pm          

128 Student 

Ministries 

29 
 
 
 
 

 
7:00pm College/

Career Study 

 

7:00pm Worship 
Team Practice 
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 June 2019 

Sunday, June 2 Monthly Prayer Meeting 6:00pm (Auditorium) 

Monday, June 3 VBS Volunteer Meeting 6:30–8:00pm (Auditorium) 

Friday, June 7 Men’s Dinner 6:00pm (Auditorium) 

Saturday, June 8 Church Work Day 9:00am–2:00pm 

Sunday, June 9 All-church Potluck 1:00pm (Auditorium) 

Sunday, June 9 Youth Pizza @ PR’s 6:00–8:00pm 

Tuesday, June 11 Missions Prayer Ministry 10:30am @ Alaire Irish’s 

Sunday, June 16 Father’s Day 

Wednesday, June 19 Night of Worship Time TBD 

Sunday, June 23 Promotion & Graduation Sunday  

Wednesday, June 26 Youth Parent BBQ & Info Night 6:30–8:15pm 

 

 July 2019 

Sunday, July 7 Monthly Prayer Meeting 6:00pm (Auditorium) 

Sunday, July 7–Friday, July 12 Youth Summer Camp 

Tuesday, July 9 Missions Prayer Ministry 10:30am @ Alaire Irish’s 

Mon., July 15–Fri., July 19 Vacation Bible School 6:00–8:30pm daily 

Sun., July 21–Fri., July 26 Youth Serving @ Camp Gilead 

Sunday, July 28 Celebration Sunday 4:00–7:00pm 
   @ Grimstad Farms 
 

 August 2019 
Sunday, August 4 Monthly Prayer Meeting 6:00pm (Auditorium) 

Tuesday, August 13 Missions Prayer Ministry 10:30am @ Alaire Irish’s 
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          Honor and Respect: Rooted in Humility    from the desk of Pastor Ryan 

Some of you may remember the             

Aretha Franklin lyrics, “R-E-S-P-E-C-T. 

Find out what it means to me.” Well, 

honor and respect are exactly what we 

have been looking at on Wednesday 

nights in 128SM through the month of April. Our 

theme verse was Romans 13:1, “Let every person be 

subject to the governing authorities. For there is no 

authority except from God, and those that exist have 

been instituted by God.” In context, Paul is specifically 

talking about respecting the government, for it has 

been instituted by God. We can expand this principle 

to include anyone in authority over us who has been 

invested with a delegated authority by God, since He 

possesses all authority.  
 

Yet, what is honor and respect? Our working defini-

tion of honor is “showing that you rightly and               

genuinely value another 

person.” Respect is              

defined as “showing regard 

and proper consideration 

for the significance of   

another person.” But why 

are we to show honor and           

respect? The first reason is 

because God possesses all authority. Psalm 24:1 

teaches us that God owns everything because He cre-

ated everything. He is the King of kings, the sovereign 

Lord over all and we are to show honor and respect 

to Him as the one who possesses highest value and 

greatest significance. The next reason is because God 

has delegated His authority to others. Romans 13:1 

and 1 Peter 2:13–16 inform us that God invests His 

authority in government. Matthew 16:18 and Ephe-

sians 4:11–12 point to the fact that God has given  

authority in the church to its leaders. Ephesians 6 tells 

us that parents and employers also possess God-given 

authority. All of this shows us that giving honor and 

respect to these authorities is ultimately showing 

honor and respect to God, who delegated His               

authority to these entities. A third reason for showing 

honor and respect is the fact that God made it all-

encompassing. First Peter 2:17 simply says “Honor 

everyone,” and Romans 12:10 tells us that we are to 

outdo one another in showing honor. 
 

However, we have a problem, and the problem is 

pride. Part of the reason why we are told in the   

Bible to show honor and respect to others is be-

cause we think very highly of ourselves. God hates 

pride. It is first on the list of seven things that are an 

abomination to Him (Prov 6:16–17). James tells us 

that God opposes the proud (4:6), meaning that He 

sets up for battle against the prideful person. The 

Puritan Thomas Watson once said, “Pride seeks to 

ungod God.” Basically, bring prideful is to live as if 

God does not exist or as if God’s ways are not best, 

which is the essence of sin. We see numerous exam-

ples of this in Scripture starting with Adam and Eve 

(Gen 3:6–7), and moving on to the greatest example 

of pride which is Satan himself (Is 14:12–14). Pride 

also shows up in our lives 

in many ways: through 

our complaining, lack of 

gratitude, impatience with 

others, by being unteacha-

ble, and by showing           

disrespect to others and 

to those in authority.  
 

So, since our problem is pride, we need a solution 

and that solution is humility. C. J. Mahaney defines 

humility as “honestly assessing ourselves in light of 

God’s holiness and our sinfulness.” The only way this 

can happen is when we fix our eyes on the cross of 

the Lord Jesus Christ, which means we need the  

gospel. Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:13 gives us a 5-word 

explanation of the gospel, “Christ died for our sins.” 

Paul is reminding this church about the gospel. Why? 

Because they lost sight of Christ, they took their 

eyes off the cross, and as a result the Corinthian 

church was full of immorality, divisions, and a host of 

other prideful sins. They needed the cross to remind 

them of their sin. You and I need the cross, for it is 

in the cross of Christ that we become humble  

Christians who can rightly show honor and respect 

to the glory of God. 
 



 

  

EAS  RIDGE 
B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  

Marvelous grace of our loving Lord, 
grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt! 
Yonder on Calvary's mount outpoured, 
there where the blood of the Lamb was spilt. 

Refrain: 
Grace, grace, God's grace, 
grace that will pardon and cleanse within; 
grace, grace, God's grace, 
grace that is greater than all our sin! 

Sin and despair, like the sea waves cold, 
threaten the soul with infinite loss; 
grace that is greater, yes, grace untold, 
points to the refuge, the mighty cross. 

Refrain 

Dark is the stain that we cannot hide. 
What can avail to wash it away? 
Look! There is flowing a crimson tide, 
brighter than snow you may be today. 

Refrain 

Marvelous, infinite, matchless grace, 
freely bestowed on all who believe! 
You that are longing to see his face, 
will you this moment his grace receive? 

                    Grace Greater Than Our Sin  Lyrics by Don Moen 


