
 

  

yards of the shepherd.  

The wilderness areas in and around town were 

known for being inhabited by bobcats and a cou-

ple of mountain lions. I’m sure the shepherd must 

have had more than one encounter with a hungry, 

wild cat. In 

time, houses 

and businesses 

began to cover 

the open areas 

and there was 

no longer a 

suitable place 

for the shep-

herd and his 

sheep. I sup-

pose they 

moved further 

north, where it was less populated. 

Nowadays, few people get the privilege of seeing 

sheep with a shepherd on the hillside in their own 

hometown. However, in the days that Jesus 

walked the earth, the sight of sheep and           
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The Good Shepherd from the desk of Pastor John 

I grew up in Thousand Oaks, CA. It was a 

beautiful town that literally had more than a 

thousand oak trees adorning the landscape. 

There were less than 40,000 residents back 

then. It was a quaint bedroom community 

with plenty of ranches, sprawling hills, and 

open spaces. Growing up, I remember a few 

constants in that town: a wild animal park 

called Jungle Land; the annual Conejo Valley 

Days parade, carnival, chili cook-off, and         

rodeo; the beautiful hills; and the shepherd 

with his sheep. 

I never met the man who lived in the small 

blue and white, ovalish travel trailer, but I used 

to see him with his sheep on various hills 

around 

town. Once 

in a while he 

would be on 

a hill close 

enough that 

I could hear 

him talking 

to the sheep 

or playing 

his violin. 

The sheep 

seemed to 

like the music because they were always close 

by. I wondered why they never ran away. 

They had miles and miles of hills they could 

have grazed on unimpeded. They could have 

walked for days in one direction, yet they al-

ways appeared to stay within a few hundred 
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shepherds was as common in Palestine as coffee 

places are in Kent today. So, when Jesus was 

addressing the crowd in John 10 and said to 

them (v. 11), “I am the good shepherd; the 

good shepherd lays down His life for the 

sheep,” the people would have instantly under-

stood the imagery He was using. His audience 

would have understood the role of the shep-

herd and how he guides, cares for, and protects 

his flock.  

The imagery of sheep and shepherd are used 

throughout the Scripture. Psalm 23, no doubt 

the most well-known psalm in the psalter,            

begins, “The Lord is my Shepherd…” This  

beautiful song of David tells of 

the Lord’s loving care, guidance, 

and protection. In Jeremiah 

50:6, God said, “My people have    

become lost sheep.” As Jesus 

looked at the spiritual condition 

of the people, He felt compas-

sion for them because they 

were spiritually aimless, like 

sheep without a shepherd. 

When Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd,” He 

was not merely saying that He cared for the 

sheep. He emphasized the words “I am” and 

“good.” A literal translation of the Greek would 

be, “I I am the shepherd, the good one.” There 

is emphasis at both ends of the sentence. The 

double “I” puts the focus on the person of Jesus 

as well as the divine title, “I am.” While much 

can and has been said about the importance of 

the use of the “I am” phrase by Jesus, there is 

another emphasis that can be overlooked if we 

are not careful: the emphasis on “good.” 

The most common word in the Greek for 

“good” is agathos. It means good in a physical or 

moral sense. We may use the synonyms 

“beneficial” or “favorable.” The less common 

word that Jesus uses in John 10 is kalos. While 

the word does include moral goodness as part 

of its meaning, the word is used to describe 

things that are excellent or perfectly suited for 

their use. Whereas a wrench can be used to 

pound in a nail, it is perfectly suited to tighten a 

nut. Jesus was not merely useful as a shepherd, 

He is perfectly suited to fulfill the role as the 

Chief Shepherd. In fact, the grammar in this 

verse is even stronger, as Jesus said that He is 

the good shepherd. That is, He and He alone is 

the good shepherd.  

In the rest of the verse, Jesus explains why He 

alone is the good shepherd: He 

lays down His life for the sheep. 

If the shepherd I knew of in 

Thousand Oaks stood between a 

mountain lion and the sheep, and 

the mountain lion killed the 

shepherd, the sheep would no 

longer be protected. When Jesus 

said that He lays down His life for 

the sheep, it means that He died 

in place of the sheep. He died so that the sheep 

won’t have to die.  

Jesus did not die as a sign; He died as a substi-

tute. He did not die as an example; He died as 

an exchange. Jesus, the good shepherd, died for 

the sins of those who put their faith in Him and 

confess Him as Lord. Those who have not con-

fessed Him as Lord will have to die for their 

own sin, because they are sheep without a 

shepherd; they are lost sheep. You can become 

part of Jesus’ flock by confessing your sin to 

God and asking Him to forgive you and confess-

ing Jesus as Lord and asking Him to save you. 

Those who come to Him by faith will enjoy the 

eternal benefits of being a part of His flock. 

“As Jesus looked at the 

spiritual condition of 

the people, He felt 

compassion for them 

because they were 

spiritually aimless, like 

sheep without a 

shepherd.” 
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Saturday, May 19 

9:00am to 2:00pm 

 

Help us tidy up the grounds  

Refreshments and lunch will be 

served. Watch for a sign-up sheet in 

the foyer. Questions? Contact Cherryl 

Boston at crboston12@gmail.com or 

253-653-3541 

CHURCH WORK DAY 

     Reflecting on God’s Goodness                   by Kim Turnbull   

Asymmetrical mass. My heart sank when I read the find-

ings from my November mammogram. I didn’t know a 

lot about breast cancer, but I knew that the words 

asymmetrical and mass together spelled bad news. As 

it turned out, I was diagnosed with breast cancer in 

early December, and so began the journey.  
 

I have had my surgery and completed all the treat-

ments and am so thankful to the Lord for helping me 

through the tests, needles, biopsies, MRIs, x-rays,          

ultrasounds, surgery, and daily radiation. Now that I’m 

through the valley, it is important for me to reflect on 

God’s goodness revealed, or it becomes so easy to 

lose sight of how loving and faithful He was and will 

always be, in all circumstances. So, with a grateful 

heart, I thank the Lord for His goodness and provision 

throughout my diagnosis and treatments: 
 

Family. I cannot express how grateful I am to the 

Lord for placing so many amazing people in my life.  

• My family supported me by loving me, caring for 

me, helping me to understand what I was facing 

when I didn’t want to read the 250 page book on 

cancer, and going to my appointments and treat-

ments with me (my precious daughter went to eve-

ry consultation, test, and daily radiation treatment 

with me!). I am blessed. 

• So many in the Eastridge family faithfully prayed for 

me, asked how I was doing, offered to make meals 

or drive me to appointments, or help in any way 

possible. Such offers were a balm during the diffi-

cult times, and the love of Christ was on full display 

through His church family. Thank you for your 

love. 

• Debbie Thompson and I were diagnosed with 

breast cancer at about the same time and through 

that, the Lord blessed me with someone to talk 

with, learn from, pray with, and draw closer to.  
 

Medical staff. I cannot speak highly enough of every 

nurse, doctor, and technician who was involved in my 

treatment. God has gifted these people with compas-

sion and the skills to treat disease. The radiation techs 

became my friends during my treatments and tears 

welled up in my eyes when I had to say goodbye after 

a month of daily visits.  
 

Modern medicine. Despite the battery of biopsies, 

needle pokes, and scans which seemed freaky at the 

time, I am so grateful for modern medicine which pro-

vides early detection of breast cancer, more effective 

treatments, and therefore an increased survival rate. 
 

Cancer is scary. However, I am grateful for the trial. I 

am grateful that I had to rely on God alone, because 

this was something completely out of my control (and 

I like the illusion of control a little too much). I am 

grateful for the power of prayer—the prayers of           

others on my behalf and my own prayers in the midst 

of fear. Most of all, I am grateful that I can trust in 

God’s abundant goodness in all circumstances! 
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                                    The Endless Kingdom             from the desk of Pastor Andrew 

restraints our King Jesus will not know. No border 

will contain His power and no death will remove His 

throne. For He is the one who has already dealt death 

a death blow and no line on the map can impede the 

sovereign bestowal granted to Him, “All authority in 

heaven and on earth has been given to me” (Matthew 

28:18). He will reign throughout time, and He will 

reign throughout space. There is no time when He 

will not be king. And there is no place He will not 

reign. He will always be king. And He will be king eve-

rywhere. To have a king who will reign always and 

everywhere is to have a king with complete power. 

No one will dethrone Him, ever. 

The reign of Christ the king is so 

dominant a subject, literally en-

compassing everyone every-

where for all time, that we must 

expose all we can to this reality. 

John the Baptist came preaching 

the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 

3:2). Jesus preached the kingdom 

of heaven (Matthew 4:17). The 

early church preached the good 

news about the kingdom of God 

(Acts 8:12). Paul taught the church about the kingdom 

of God (Acts 14:22). Children are used by Jesus as the 

example of what people must become like to enter 

the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 18:3). So, it seems 

appropriate in light of the extensive treatment of the 

kingdom in Scripture, its priority in Jesus’ and His dis-

ciples’ ministries, that we proclaim the good news of 

the kingdom to children as well.  

“The Endless Kingdom” will be held at Eastridge this 

summer, during the evenings of July 16–20. Children 

entering kindergarten through 6th grade (in the fall) 

are welcome to come for free. If you would like to be 

involved in this ministry, please contact me and I’d be 

happy to discuss how you can serve. Please pray and 

invite family, friends, neighbors to come. We want the 

good news of the Lord Jesus Christ to be made 

known to all who come.  

Vacation Bible School is coming back to Eastridge this 

summer! Last year, kids became detectives and solved 

God’s mystery, which is Christ. This year, we will 

look to Christ as the King of kings and discover His 

reign in His kingdom as we study “The Endless King-

dom.”  

Isaiah told of His coming: “For to us a child is born…

of the increase of his government there will be no end, 

on the throne of David and over his kingdom” (9:6–

7). Daniel foresaw His kingdom: “And to him was giv-

en dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, 

nations, and languages should 

serve him; his dominion is an 

everlasting dominion, which shall 

not pass away, and his kingdom 

one that shall not be de-

stroyed” (Daniel 7:14). Gabriel 

announced it to Mary: “He will 

be great and will be called the 

Son of the Most High. And the 

Lord God will give to him the 

throne of his father David, and 

he will reign over the house of 

Jacob forever, and of his king-

dom there will be no end” (Luke 1:32–33). John was 

given the Revelation: “The kingdom of the world has 

become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, 

and he shall reign forever and ever” (Rev 11:15). The 

coming king and His kingdom has been announced and 

with the announcements has been the common de-

scription of His reign and kingdom: it is endless. There 

will be no end…it is everlasting…which shall not pass 

away…shall not be destroyed…there will be no 

end…He shall reign forever and ever. It is the endless 

kingdom. 

Every king has borders within which he has to work. 

Most prominent is the border of death. The death of 

the king prohibits his reign extending any further than 

the days he has to live. And while he lives, his king-

dom has a physical border. The subjects in the neigh-

boring kingdom do not belong to his reign. These are 
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Car Wash 

Garage sale 

SATURDAY, MAY 19, 2018 
 

9:00am–2:00pm 
 

Eastridge Baptist Church 
 

(car wash is by donation) 

The College & Career groups are holding a 
Car Wash and Garage Sale to raise funds to 
send a short-term missions team to Greece 
June 25–July 10 to assist our missionaries, 
Takis and April Korianitis with a kids’ camp. 
The team consists of Joel McCafferty, Amanda 
and Ashly Barrios, Candace Madlena, Michael 
Gailey, Joey Bartlett, Rachel Roach, Hannah 
Young, Bill and Cathy Mickelson, and Pastor 
John.  

In support of the garage sale, the team is in 
need of donations* of the following items in 
very good condition or better: 
 

 Baby and toddler clothes                                                    
 (no children’s or adult clothing!) 

 Baby items 

 Toys 

 Sports equipment 

 Household items 

 Quality jewelry 

 Small furniture, in very good condition                                                       
 (no couches or recliners, please) 

 Other useful items in good condition will be 
gratefully accepted 

 

We will not be accepting large appliances or 
large furniture, mattresses, or large electronics 
of any kind (TV’s, computers, etc.) 
 

Donations* will be gratefully accepted 
Monday, May 14 through Friday, May 18 in 
the large portable.  
 

*Donation tax receipts are available  
 

If you have any questions about donating 
items, please contact Bill or Cathy Mickelson 

Three performances at Eastridge: 

Saturday, May 5 @ 6:00pm 
Sunday, May 6 @ 10:00am & 6:00pm 

presents Joyful Noise Children’s Choir  



 

  6 

 Hymn Study: “Sometimes a Light Surprises”   from the desk of Pastor Samuel 

righteous shall live by his faith” (Hab. 2:4). In response 

to this, Habakkuk launches into a song of faith that 

ends with these words: “Though the fig tree should 

not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the produce of 

the olive fall, and the fields yield no food … yet I will 

rejoice in the Lord; I will take joy in the God of my 

salvation” (3:17–18).  

William Cowper also felt this tension between the 

darkness of sorrows and the joyous light of God’s 

promises. Throughout his life, Cowper struggled with 

anxieties and depression. His fits of “madness” made 

him an invalid, unable to work for most of his life. Yet 

despite these prolonged periods of de-

pression, Cowper wrote beautiful 

hymns that conveyed trust in the Lord. 

Cowper knew what it felt like to have 

everything seemingly stripped away, 

but He trusted the Lord through it all 

and was able to find joy, as the last 

verse of this hymn states. 

We can also have the trust and joy in 

the Lord that Cowper had. Our sor-

rows and sufferings are temporal; they 

will fade away like the dark of night as 

dawn approaches. We know this be-

cause God is faithful and will never 

change. He has caused “the light of the gospel of the 

glory of Christ” (2 Corinthians 4:4) to shine in our 

hearts so that we would come to faith in Him, and He 

has promised that He will care for those who are His 

own. In Matthew 6, Jesus made this clear to His disci-

ples: “Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What 

shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall 

we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek after all these things, 

and your heavenly Father knows that you need them 

all. But seek first the kingdom of God and His right-

eousness, and all these things will be added to 

you” (Matt. 6:31–33). The gospel informs and teaches 

us to seek God’s righteousness over the cares of our 

circumstances. As a result, we can have joy and confi-

dence that He will provide exactly what we need, 

even in times of sorrow. 

Sometimes a light surprises the Christian while he sings; 

It is the Lord who rises with healing in His wings. 

When comforts are declining, He grants the soul again 

A season of clear shining, to cheer it after rain. 
 

In holy contemplation, we sweetly then pursue 

The theme of God’s salvation and find it ever new. 

Set free from present sorrow, we cheerfully can say: 

“Let the unknown tomorrow bring with it what it may.” 
 

It can bring with it nothing but He will bear us through; 

Who gives the lilies clothing will clothe His people too. 

Beneath the spreading heavens, no creature but is fed; 

And He who feeds the ravens will give His children bread. 
 

Though vine or fig tree neither their want-

ed fruit should bear, 

Though all the fields should wither, nor 

flocks nor herds be there, 

Yet God the same abiding, His praise shall 

tune my voice; 

For, while in Him confiding, I cannot but 

rejoice! 
 

This hymn by William Cowper is an 

encouragement to the Christian that 

God sovereignly oversees everything in 

our lives, and that He will bring us 

through a time of sorrow into the ever-

lasting joy of the Lord (see Psalm 30:1–5). Seasons of 

sorrow are not unknown to any of us. We live in a 

world ravaged by sin, and the effects are obvious eve-

rywhere we look. It can often feel like there is no end 

in sight to the present darkness.  

The prophet Habakkuk certainly felt this as well. This 

minor prophet book laments the fact that God’s cho-

sen people had given themselves over to wickedness, 

and that an even more wicked nation (Babylon) 

would conquer them (chapter 1). Habakkuk could 

not see how the Lord could use this to show His ho-

liness; however, the Lord responded by promising 

that Judah’s captivity would not last forever, and the 

Babylonians would receive the punishment they de-

served (chapter 2). While Habakkuk could not see 

the result at the time, God reminded him that “the 
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Thank you so much for your faithful giving to Eastridge! We are so grateful for the Lord’s provision as we 

live out our mission of being a church with a high view of God and Scripture, and a place where the Bible is 

taught, learned, and lived for the purpose of exalting God, transforming lives, and evangelizing the world. 
 

Every Sunday, a team of two people count the tithes and offerings we receive in the offering boxes and 

through the mail. Our counting teams are dedicated to being accurate. To that end, here are three ways 

you can help: 
  

Mark the Memo 

Checks with nothing in the memo are deposited to the General Fund. For those who give to multiple funds 

with one check, simply use your check’s memo line to designate your giving and drop your check in one of 

the offering boxes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When you mark the memo, it is not even necessary to use a giving envelope. The giving envelopes are ideal 

for cash donations for which you would like a tax receipt, or for designating your cash gift to specific funds. 
 

Forgo the Fold 

Checks are scanned and conveniently deposited electronically to our bank account. However, checks that 

are torn, crumpled, or folded multiple times can cause issues with our check scanner. It would be most 

helpful if you tried not to fold your checks more than once. 
 

Pass the Plate 

The only time we pass the offering plates is for the benevolent offering we receive once a month after              

Communion. Checks placed in these offering plates with nothing in the memo line are deposited to the              

Benevolence Fund. You are welcome to place checks designated for other funds in the benevolence offering 

plate, but please make sure you mark the memo accordingly. 
 

If you have any questions about giving at Eastridge, please contact our Financial Secretary, Mike Freeland, at 

financialsecretary@eastridgebaptist.org. 

 

 

  Thank You for Giving!             

250.00 Eastridge Baptist Church 

04/20/18 

Two hundred fifty and                                          0/100 

General-$200  Missions-$25  Benev-$25 

Example of giving to multiple 
funds with one check. 
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Jennifer Teeler 5/15 

Nicolae Panfil 5/16 

Alyssa Guthrie 5/16 

Levi Hammett 5/16 

Evan Nakamura 5/17 

Laura Botka 5/17 

Eli Yarnold 5/18 

Mike Miranda 5/18 

Jenna Freeman 5/19 

Zephaniah Skeith 5/20 

Emma McArdel 5/20 

Abigail Burlando 5/21 

Leon Craig 5/21 

Kayla Emme 5/24 

Diane Carlton 5/24 

Ai Lin Eng 5/25 

Nathan Bonar 5/25 

Mike Freeland 5/25 

Isabella Burlando 5/26 

Peaches Sandelius 5/26 

Shanna Carlton 5/26 

Daniel Teeler 5/26 

Janelle Peyton 5/27 

Johnathan Rutherford 5/27 

Timothy Kusack 5/27 

Ed Pieczonka 5/29 

 

 

Anniversaries 

Brian and Ashley Diehl 5/2 

Chris and Tammy Jensen 

5/5 

Pam and Ken Smith 5/7 

Eric and Kim Olson 5/10 

Mark and Cathy McMinn 

5/20 

Jim and Peggy Sherman 

5/22 

Nicolae and Ana Panfil 

5/23 

 

 

Faythe Pearson 5/1 

Andrew Watson 5/1 

Keren Goheen 5/3 

Kristina Reesing 5/3 

Claire Diehl 5/4 

Mark Yarnold 5/4 

Sarah Watson 5/7 

Debbie Thompson 5/9 

Jean Foster 5/9 

Kenneth Botka 5/11 

Mary Bennett 5/13 

Noelle Diehl 5/13 

Kimberly Bonar 5/13 

Stephanie Kelsey 5/14 

May Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Eastridge would like to extend a warm welcome 

to our newest members: 
  

Marty & Cynthia Robbins 

Cynthia Strupp 

Rachel Roach 

If you are interested in becoming a member of 

Eastridge, check out the membership require-

ments and download the necessary membership 

documents on our website at 

www.eastridgebaptist.org. Go to the About 

menu and select Become a Member. 

IT’S A BOY! 

Congratulations to Jesse and Lauren 

Sheridan on the birth of their second 

child, Reagan Dwain Sheridan! Reagan 

was born on March 22, 2018 at 

7:45pm and was 6 lb. 7 oz. of “pure 

joy.” Reagan is a baby brother to 

Ryan (20 months).  

Family News 

Potluck begins at 5:00pm 
Business meeting begins at 

6:00pm 
 
 

All are welcome to attend, but           
only members may vote. Watch 

the bulletin for more information.  

Sunday, May 20 

Eastridge Baptist Church 
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Communion 
 

4:00–6:00pm 

Adult Choir 
Practice  

 
 
  

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

5:00–8:30pm   

Tae Kwon Do 

 

6:30pm          

128 Student 

Ministries 
 

6:30pm Awana 

Awards Night 
 

6:30–8:00pm  

Apologetics 

Group @ Carl 

Moore’s 

 1 2 

6:30pm          

128 Student 

Ministries 
 

6:30pm 

Children’s 

Appreciation 

Dinner  
 

6:30–8:00pm  

Apologetics 

Group @ Carl 

Moore’s 

9 8 6 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

10 12 

   

5:30am Men’s 

Discipleship 

Class 
 

6:00–8:00pm 

Joyful Noise 

Rehearsal 

(Auditorium) 

  

 

 

5:30am Men’s 

Discipleship 

Class 

 

 

11 

 

10:00am–

12:00pm Joyful 

Noise Rehearsal 

(Auditorium) 
 

6:00–7:00pm 
Joyful Noise 

Program 

(Auditorium) 

4 3 
 

5:00–7:00pm 
Thursday Church 

 

5:00pm Bible 
Quiz 

 

7:00pm College/
Career Study 

 

7:00pm Youth 
Boys’ Bible Study 

 

 

7:00pm Worship 
Team Practice 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mother’s Day 

28 

 10:00–11:00am 

Joyful Noise 

Program 

(Auditorium) 
 

6:00–7:00pm 

Joyful Noise 

Program 

(Auditorium) 
 

6:00–8:00pm 

Youth Tidbits @ 

Teeler’s 

  

  

 

5:00pm 

Potluck and 

Annual 

Business 

Meeting 

 

  

 

 

2:00pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

2:00pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

 

22 

  

 

 

 

 

5:00–8:30pm   

Tae Kwon Do 
 

 
 

 

 

  

  

  
  

  

5:00–8:30pm   

Tae Kwon Do 

  

 

 

6:30pm          

128 Student 

Ministries 
 

 

6:30–8:00pm  

Apologetics 

Group @ Carl 

Moore’s 

 
  

  

  

  

 

6:30pm          

128 Student 

Ministries 
 

 

6:30–8:00pm  

Apologetics 

Group @ Carl 

Moore’s 

 
  

  

  

 

   

 

 

5:30am Men’s 

Discipleship 

Class 

    

 

  

9:00am Sunday 

School Teachers’ 

meeting 

 

9:00am–

2:00pm Car 

Wash & 
Garage Sale  

 

9:00am–

2:00pm 

Church Work 

Day  

 

 
 
  

 

16 

20 

19 18 17 

 

5:00–7:00pm 
Thursday Church 

 

5:00pm Bible 
Quiz 

 

7:00pm College/
Career Study 

 

7:00pm Youth 
Girls’ Bible Study 

 

 

7:00pm Worship 
Team Practice 

15 

  
10:30am–

12:00pm 

Missions Prayer 

Ministry @ 

Alaire Irish’s  

 

5:00–8:30pm   

Tae Kwon Do 
 

6:30pm Elder 

Meeting 

14 13 

27 

26 25 

 

 

 

5:30am Men’s 

Discipleship 

Class 
 

  

  
  

  

  

24 

31 

5:00–7:00pm 
Thursday Church 

 

5:00pm Bible 
Quiz 

 

7:00pm College/
Career Study 

 

7:00pm Youth 
Girls’ Bible Study 

 

 

7:00pm Worship 
Team Practice 

23 21 

 30 29 

  

  

  
5:00–8:30pm   

Tae Kwon Do 

 
 

 

 
 

2:00pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

 

 

 

  
 

  

2:00pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

6:30pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

  
  

 

 

5:00–7:00pm 
Thursday Church 

 

5:00pm Bible Quiz 
 

7:00pm College/
Career Study 

 

7:00pm Youth 
Boys’ Bible Study 

 
 

7:00pm Worship 
Team Practice 

  
  

  

  

 

 

 

 

6:30pm          

128 Student 

Ministries 
 

 

6:30–8:00pm  

Apologetics 

Group @ Carl 

Moore’s 

 

 

5:00–7:00pm 
Thursday Church 

 

5:00pm Bible 
Quiz 

 

7:00pm College/
Career Study 

 
 

7:00pm Worship 
Team Practice 

 

  

  

   

 



 

  

Mark your calendar... 
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 June 2018 

Sunday, June 3 Monthly Prayer Meeting 6:00pm 

Sunday, June 10 Adult Choir Practice 4:00–6:00pm (Youth Room) 

Sunday, June 10 Youth Pizza at PR’s 6:00–8:00pm 

Tuesday, June 12 Missions Prayer Meeting 10:30am @ Alaire Irish’s 

Sunday, June 17 Father’s Day 

Wednesday, June 20 Youth Parent BBQ & Meeting 6:30–8:30pm 

Sunday, June 24 Promotion Sunday  10:00am 

Sunday, June 24 Adult Choir Practice 4:00–6:00pm (Youth Room) 

Monday, June 25 Greece Mission Team Departs  

 

 July 2018 

Sunday, July 1 Monthly Prayer Meeting 6:00pm 

Sunday, July 8 – 
    Friday, July 13 Youth Serving @ Camp Gilead 

Sunday, July 8 Adult Choir Practice 4:00–6:00pm (Youth Room) 

Tuesday, July 10 Missions Prayer Meeting 10:30am @ Alaire Irish’s 

Tuesday, July 10 Greece Mission Team Returns 

Monday, July 16 – 
    Friday, July 20 Vacation Bible School 6:00–8:30pm daily @ EBC 

Saturday, July 21 Men’s Breakfast 7:30am 

Sunday, July 22 Adult Choir Practice 4:00–6:00pm (Youth Room) 

 

 August 2018 

Sunday, August 5 Monthly Prayer Meeting 6:00pm 

Monday, August 6 – 
    Friday, August 10 Youth Summer Camp Cascades Camp 

Sunday, August 12 Adult Choir Practice 4:00–6:00pm (Youth Room) 

Tuesday, August 14 Missions Prayer Meeting 10:30am @ Alaire Irish’s 

Sunday, August 26 Adult Choir Practice 4:00–6:00pm (Youth Room) 
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                                       The Discipline of Prayer         from the desk of Pastor Ryan 

Why pray? If God is sovereign (and 

He is), and if He knows what we 

will say before we ask (and He 

does), then why take the time to 

pray? These are some good ques-

tions that I think all Christians have asked at one 

time or another. This topic was discussed in Sunday 

school a few weeks back, and we found that the          

Bible provides solid answers to these questions and 

helps us understand how we can be effective in this 

vital spiritual discipline. 

First and foremost, prayer brings glory to God. Jesus 

said in John 14:13, “Whatever you ask in my name, 

this I will do, that the Father may 

be glorified in the Son.” God 

wants to answer our prayers 

through the Son so that He can 

be seen as the gracious and merci-

ful God who is there to help in 

our time of need (Heb 4:16). In 

this regard, prayer is powerful 

(James 5:16) because it is the   

Almighty God who hears and    

answers us when we call (John 9:31), and He alone 

has the power to bring about His desired results of 

our prayers. Prayer is our declaration that God is in 

control and that we are completely dependent upon 

Him for everything. 

Second, Jesus is our example in prayer. Many times 

throughout the gospels we read how Jesus would 

often get away by Himself in order to be alone with 

His Father in prayer (Matt 14:23; Mark 14:35; Luke 

5:16). If God the Son made it a priority to constantly 

commune with God the Father, how much more so 

are His followers to do the same? Not only that, but 

He provided an example of how to pray. In Matthew 

6, Jesus taught what we know as the Lord’s Prayer 

(Matt 6:9–14), which is not a formula of exact words 

to pray but a format of general categories to include 

in our prayers. This example is followed up by the 

command given by Paul that the followers of Christ 

are to “pray without ceasing” (1 Thess 5:17), thus 

making prayer a matter of obedience.  

Finally, prayer has great benefit for the believer. 

Based on what was said earlier, we can have hope 

that God hears our prayers and answers according 

to His glory and for our good (Rom 8:28). Since God 

is in control and we are dependent upon Him, pray-

er brings us into alignment with His will (Matt 6:10). 

Also, as we give God our requests, supplication, and 

thanksgiving, we can have peace knowing that God is 

the one who guards our hearts and minds                     

(Phil 4:6–7). 

So why pray? Because it brings glory to God, causes 

us to be better followers of 

Christ, and has tremendous ben-

efits for our walk with Christ. I 

pray that we all become better 

prayers to the glory of God! 

In other news, here are some 

upcoming summer youth events 

to keep in mind: 

1. Will Work for Camp – May, 

June, July. Be on the lookout for 

information about how your student can earn 

money for summer camp by working for mem-

bers of EBC. 

2. Promotion Sunday – June 24. This is a bitter-

sweet time in 128SM: bitter because we prepare 

to say goodbye to our seniors; sweet because we           

welcome the incoming seventh graders. 

3. Camp Gilead – July 8–13. This is a great oppor-

tunity for those 15 and older to be part of             

serving as the day camp staff at Camp Gilead in               

Carnation, WA. There is an application process 

and space is limited, so sign up early. 

4. Summer Camp – Aug 6–10. This is one of the 

highlights of the year as we travel down to                   

Cascades Camp in Yelm, WA, and have a great 

time of fun and growing in the Lord.  



 

  

EAS  RIDGE 
B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY 


