
 

  

treasure brings forth what is evil; for his 

mouth speaks from that which fills his 

heart. In saying this, Jesus was identifying the un-

derlying cause of every sin problem we face—the 

heart.  
 

A person’s heart is a reservoir that overflows into 

the spillway of the mouth. That which fills our 

hearts flows from our mouths and is revealed by 

our actions. In the same way that 

a tree is identified by the type of 

fruit it produces, so too, the spir-

itual condition of a person is            

revealed by their fruit: the words 

and works they produce. A right-

eous man will produce good fruit 

because that is what fills his heart. Conversely, 

the evil man can only produce what is evil be-

cause that is what fills his heart. 
 

Therefore, the heart must be the focus of prob-

lem solving. Whether the problem is a rebellious 

child, a challenging marriage, or an enslaving habit, 

the ultimate problem is the heart.  
 

Consider the rebellious child for a moment. You 

May 
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     What’s In Your Reservoir? from the desk of Pastor John 

In Luke 6, Jesus was speaking to a large group 

of people, teaching them to love their ene-

mies, be generous, and stop trying to remove 

the splinter from their brother’s eye until they 

removed the beam from their own eye. Then, 

Jesus used a simile to compare the hearts of 

people to two different types of trees.  
 

In the simile, Jesus said (vv. 43-44), For 

there is no good tree which produces 

bad fruit, nor, on the other hand, a bad 

tree which produces good fruit. For each 

tree is known by its own fruit. For men 

do not gather figs from thorns, nor do 

they pick grapes from a briar bush. The 

reality of His statement would be obvious to 

all. Figs come from fig trees, not thorn bushes. 

Likewise, grapes come from vines and not 

bramble bushes. 
 

That each tree is known by 

its own fruit is also obvious. 

Few people will look at orang-

es hanging from a branch and 

identify the tree as a lemon 

tree. Orange trees produce 

oranges and lemon trees pro-

duce lemons. While fruitless orange and lem-

on trees may look similar, once they grow 

fruit, they are easily identifiable. We know 

them by their fruit. 
 

In the application of the simile, Jesus said           

(v. 45), The good man out of the good 

treasure of his heart brings forth what is 

good; and the evil man out of the evil 

Eastridge Baptist Church 

2017 

Pastor John and Trisha LeProhon 

“Since the condition of your 

heart produces the content of 

your behavior, changed 

behavior requires a changed 

heart.” 

Eastridge Communicator 



 

  

                                  Reservoir               continued from page 1 

2 

can discipline the rebellious child’s behavior 

time and time again and still find yourself frus-

trated by the fact that there is no ultimate 

change. In truth, unless you address the heart 

issue, your child will be incapable of producing 

righteous fruit. At best, they will merely behave 

to avoid unpleasant consequences, but without 

any necessary change. While you should con-

sistently discipline bad behavior—because ac-

tions come with consequences—you would do 

well to address the greatest need, which is the 

transformation of their heart, first to salvation 

and then on to further Christlikeness. 
 

The same holds true for marital troubles. Most 

unhappy couples are focused on the symptoms 

rather than the underlying cause. They are try-

ing to solve their problems by changing the cir-

cumstances. That is like moving to Hawaii in 

order to cure heart disease. It has been my ex-

perience that most marital problems find their 

roots in selfishness. One spouse, but usually 

both, is selfish. They want what they want (See 

James 3:14). They want the other person to 

change to fit their own desires. While it is true 

that change is most often necessary, the change 

must begin in the heart, because the attitudes 

and the actions that are causing the trouble 

start in the heart. 
 

Think about the problem of constantly yielding 

to a particular sin. The problem is not that you 

are too weak to resist temptation or that the 

temptation is just too powerful. The problem is 

your heart. Your actions reflect your heart and 

you have selfishly considered that the momen-

tary pleasure of sin is more important to you 

than being holy.  
 

Since the condition of your heart produces the 

content of your behavior, changed behavior  

requires a changed heart. A changed heart     

requires a conscious “replacing” of the thoughts 

and desires that currently fill your heart with 

the thoughts and desires found in Scripture. The 

short formula is this: spend more time and ef-

fort to read, memorize, and apply the Scripture. 

You need the reservoir of your heart to be 

filled with spiritual truths and thoughts. At the 

same time, you need to minimize the ungodly 

entertainment and influences that are currently 

filling the reservoir of your heart                 

(See Col. 3:12-17). 
 

If you already know Christ as your Lord,              

perhaps David’s plea in Psalm 51:10 needs to 

become your plea, “Create in me a clean heart, 

O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within 

me.” Make certain that you are intentionally 

obeying the commands in James 4:8, “Draw 

near to God and He will draw near to you. 

Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify 

your hearts, you double-minded.” This is the 

means of filling your heart with righteousness. 
 

If you don’t yet know Jesus Christ as your Lord 

you must start with seeking His forgiveness, 

confessing Him as Lord and believing that God 

raised Him from the dead. At that point, God 

will give you a new, purified heart which you 

can actively fill with the things that honor God. 

Eastridge would like to extend a warm welcome 

to our newest members: 
  

Katie Tolonen 

Debbie Wakefield 
  

If you are interested in becoming a member of 

Eastridge, check out the membership                           

requirements on our website at                     

www.eastridgebaptist.org. Click on the 

about tab and then the become a member 

tab. 
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                                   Serving with Passion in Malawi                by Derek Iverson 

Due to the generous giving of the Eastridge congregation 

to our Faith Promise Missions program, we are excited to 

take on the financial and prayer support for four addition-

al missionaries around the world. Today, we will meet one 

of those missionaries, Newton Chilingulo. 
 

Newton Chilingulo serves in Lilongwe, Malawi in East 

Africa. Newton was saved in 2004, after being nearly 

shot to death. Subsequently he heard the gospel, was 

convicted of his sin, and was brought to repentance 

and faith in Jesus Christ. He is 

married to Vanessa and they 

have one daughter, Chisomo.  

Newton is pastor of a 2014 

church plant, Reformation Bible 

Church (RBC) in Lilongwe.  
  

TEACHING.  Newton is 

working to complete his M.Div 

at Central African Preaching 

Academy after doing some 

seminary work at Christ’s 

Seminary, completing a two-year 

graduate course in Biblical 

Counseling and working as associate pastor at Living 

Hope Church (his sending church), all in South Africa. 

He had a passion to return to his home country of 

Malawi and so was sent to plant RBC. He has taught 

some classes at the Pastors’ Training Institute of 

Malawi, where he started teaching last year. This year 

saw the graduation of the first class of pastors.  
 

BAPTISMS.  One of Newton’s special memories of 

the past month at RBC is the baptism of Gabriel. As 

he relates, “[Gabriel] had been attending Reformation 

Bible Church sporadically. Once challenged [about] 

his life he responded, ‘Leave me alone, this God is not 

real to me.’ You would have thought we had heard 

the last from him. But praise God! We persisted with 

him, pointing him to Christ and he got saved and it 

was a delight for us all to see him obey God in the 

ordinance of baptism. More so, it has been a joy for 

us to see a change of lifestyle. He is soaking up 

truths. We are humbled to be able to witness this.”   
 

Gabriel was one of four who were baptized at this 

time.  Newton continues, “The four who got 

baptized, and another lady who was already baptized, 

were welcomed to membership at RBC. We make 

membership relatively hard at RBC. The reasons are 

simple and obvious. We live in a very religious 

society where most people profess to be Christians. 

We are grateful [to God that RBC] is 

slowly growing. And, we pray we will 

not be excited for numbers for the 

sake of numbers. We seek to disciple 

all that are in membership so that 

they may grow and reach out to 

others.”   
 

FELLOWSHIP.  “We are still far 

from where we should be but 

thankfully we are truly engaging each 

other. It had been hard for the 

college-going students to mingle 

meaningfully with those that have very 

little education. It really needs much selflessness and 

humility and as Paul said, ‘Let each one of you look 

not only to his own interests, but also to the 

interests of others’ (Philippians 2:4). That comes 

naturally to nobody! But, how sweet to begin to see 

that at RBC.” 
 

FAMILY UPDATE.  Chisomo turned five in 

January and Newton relates that, “She is a joy and a 

challenge to parent. Vanessa and I are blessed to have 

her.” Vanessa has been having significant headaches 

and other health difficulties recently. Tests in early 

March revealed that she has a small brain tumor, 

which her doctor is attempting to treat now with 

chemo. They continue to trust God in this situation 

and covet our prayers for their family, for RBC, and 

for his teaching ministry. 

The Chilingulo family (l to r): Newton, 
Chisomo, and Vanessa 
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Church Work Day 

Come help us tidy up the garden 
beds and church property  

Saturday, May 20 
9:00am–2:00pm 

 
 

Snacks and lunch provided. 
 

Please sign up in the foyer. 

Questions? Contact Cherryl Boston at  
crboston12@gmail.com or the church 

office at 253-630-2327 

Three performances at Eastridge: 

Saturday, May 6 @ 6:00pm 
Sunday, May 7 @ 10:00am  
Sunday, May 7 @ 6:00pm 

Don’t miss the knights, castles,                     
princesses and dragons, and great                

characters such as Princess Pride, Sir 
Brags-a-lot, and more! This musical has it 

all—a powerful gospel message, cool 
songs, and cute kids!   

presents 
Joyful Noise Children’s Choir  

Nicole and Phil Dudley welcomed 

their first child, David Judah Dudley, 

into their family on April 15, 2017 at 

8:44pm. He was 6 lb. 5.2 oz. and           

19.5 in. long.  
 

In a Facebook update, Phil writes 

about David, “He’s doing great… Some fussy nights and some 

good nights but overall all he’s a calm baby.” 
 

Congratulations on your blessing from the Lord, Nicole and 

Phil! 
 

ANNUAL 

BUSINESS 

MEETING 

Eastridge is holding its Annual Business 

Meeting and Potluck at the church on 

Sunday, May 21. Members will be vot-

ing on the 2017-2018 budget and two 

elder nominees. The potluck starts at 

5:00pm, followed by the Annual Business 

Meeting at 6:00pm. 
  

All are welcome to attend both the           

potluck and meeting, but only Eastridge 

members may vote. If you plan to attend 

the potluck and your last name begins 

with A-J, please bring a main dish; K-R, 

bring a side dish; and S-Z, bring a            

dessert. Drinks will be supplied. 

If you have any questions about this 

event, please contact one of the elders. 
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To Train Up a Child by Michael and Debi Pearl has now 

sold over 1.2 million copies since its 1994 release. It 

stirs up great passions in its readers; love and hate for 

its child training methods. Many Christians advocate 

it, but is this book a godly resource? Is it rooted in a 

proper theology of parenting and a biblical under-

standing of child nature? 
 

A Brief Summary 

Michael and Debi Pearl write to give parents a practi-

cal guide for training their children ac-

cording to Proverbs 22:6: “Train up a 

child in the way he should go; even 

when he is old he will not depart from 

it.” The authors expect that if parents 

follow their method of training, both 

children and parents will be happier for 

life. The goal of the authors is absolute 

and unquestioning obedience to the 

parents at the first issue of a command. 

According to the Pearls, “Training is 

the conditioning of the child’s mind be-

fore the crisis arises. It is the prepara-

tion for future, instant, unquestioning 

obedience” (Kindle loc 174, emphasis 

original). The training begins in infancy; 

nursing babies should have their hair gently pulled if 

they bite while nursing. This is not considered by the 

authors to be punishment, but conditioning which 

“requires no understanding or reasoning.” (loc 234). 

The Pearls’ training method centers upon repeated 

and systematic use of “the rod;” an instrument for 

physically swatting a child. After one example of this 

method, the authors claim “Most children can be 

brought into complete and joyous compliance in a 

few minutes” (loc 204). 
 

The First Problem: Human Nature 

The Pearls write regarding the nature of children, 

that children “begin life in innocent self-

centeredness” (loc 394); that their “…unrestrained 

indulgence is the very essence of future sinful-

ness” (loc 423, emphasis added); and that “At some 

  A Review of To Train Up a Child, by Michael and Debi Pearl        from the desk of Pastor Andrew 

point every child faces his own ‘tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil’” (loc 451).  
 

According to the Pearls, children do not inherit Ad-

am’s sinful nature, only his God-given self-centered 

nature that will lead to sin in the future when they 

face their own test in the garden. (The Pearls admit 

that everyone besides Jesus has failed the test (loc 

451).) However, the Bible is clear that all children are 

born in the flesh with a sinful nature and are thus “by 

nature children of wrath” (Eph 2:3; cf. 

Rom 5:12, 19; Psalm 51:5). 
 

The Second Problem: Training 

Animals? 

The Pearls’ misinterpretation of the 

status of a child’s soul leads the au-

thors to keep an ongoing comparison 

between children and animals 

throughout the book. At its bizarre 

apex is a chapter titled “What Would 

Rover Do?”, in which Pearl refers to 

the natural order for substantiation of 

the practice of spanking. Dolphins, 

dogs, and a Koala named Angelica, are 

all selectively cited as natural exam-

ples of disciplining their young. (Fortunately not cited 

are the examples in nature of animals that eat or 

abandon their young.) However, this chapter is the 

extreme of a rationale that runs through the book: 

“Training doesn’t necessarily require that the trainee 

be capable of reason. Even mice and rats can be 

trained to respond to stimuli. Careful training can 

make a dog perfectly obedient.” (loc 117) Similarly, 

Pearl also compares training a child to training a 

horse, even to the extent of drawing techniques from 

horse training. This is conditioning an animal, not par-

enting a human child with a soul. 
 

The Third Problem: No Distinction 

The Pearls’ assertion of a young child’s need for mere 

conditioning grants both Christians and non-

Christians equal ability to employ the Pearls’ training 

continued on pg. 6 
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methods for young children: “…at this point we are 

not talking about producing godly children, just hap-

py and obedient children. The principles for training 

young children to obey can be applied by non-

Christians as well as Christians.” (loc 174) A distinct-

ly Christian approach to child rearing, as is com-

manded in Ephesians 6:4, is never established for 

young children. The gospel of grace is rarely ad-

dressed in the book, and thus receives little applica-

tion to parenting. However, if a non-believer who 

refuses to repent and trust in Christ can use this 

book for their parenting as well as a believer, then 

there is a fundamental flaw in the approach of the 

book. 
 

The Fourth Problem: False Promises 

The Pearls mistakenly take Proverbs 22:6, which 

serves as title for the book, as an infallible promise 

from God (loc 508). However, Proverbs is not a 

book of promises, but rather wisdom for godly living 

rooted in a fear of the Lord. Unfortunately, this text 

is never exegeted or explained in biblical context by 

the Pearls, only assumed as a promise. As such, they 

make wild claims in support of their training meth-

ods: “Proper training always works with every 

child.” (loc 131, emphasis added); “If you are faithful 

to administer negative consequences upon every in-

fraction, whether in attitude or action, in just a few 

days you will have a consistently obedient and cheer-

ful child.” (loc 1838); “Those who are always con-

sistent will quickly come to never need [the 

switch].” (loc 1853); “Just think of it, children who 

never beg, whine, or cry for anything! We have raised 

five whineless children” (loc 1867, emphasis added). 

Those are audacious claims. “Always, every, never.” 

The Pearls do not address the many examples in 

Scripture of prodigal children, such as the prodigal 

son in Luke 15. Perhaps he was not properly trained 

according to their methods by the father?  
 

Conclusion 

The authors show a lack of understanding in the 

basic role of parents according to Scripture. The 

Pearls’ view of human nature leads to a self-

acclaimed training manual accessible equally to 

Christian parents, non-Christian parents, and zoolo-

gists based on a misinterpretation of fundamental 

theology and the wisdom of God’s Word. Ultimate-

ly, their view of human nature leads to a dangerous 

conclusion, an unorthodox view of sanctification: 

“You can begin the child’s sanctification long before 

his salvation.” (loc 508). Paul states in Romans 8 that 

sanctification is impossible without the Holy Spirit 

(v.1-6) and “Those who are in the flesh cannot 

please God” (v.8). Therefore, unless a child has the 

Spirit of God dwelling in them, parents have no 

more ability to bring about sanctification in their 

child than they do the new birth. We can pray, train, 

discipline, instruct, and reprove, but we are not the 

agents of salvation or sanctification. That is a job  

belonging to the Triune God alone, planned by the  

Father, purchased by the Son, and effected by the 

Spirit. Biblical parenting is less like the conditioning 

and training flow chart the Pearls would have us 

think it is. While we may adopt some of the same 

methods as the Pearls, we do so with a very differ-

ent understanding of salvation, sanctification, and 

human nature. 
 

Recommended Reading 

Age of Opportunity: A Biblical Guide to Parenting Teens, 

by Paul David Tripp 
 

God, Marriage, and Family: Rebuilding the Biblical Foun-

dation, 2nd Edition, by Andreas J. Kostenberger with 

David W. Jones 
 

The Heart of Anger: Practical Help for the Prevention 

and Cure of Anger in Children, by Lou Priolo 

Instructing a Child’s Heart, by Tedd and Margy Tripp 

Shepherding a Child’s Heart, by Tedd Tripp 
 

What the Bible Says About Parenting: God’s Plan for 

Rearing Your Child, by John MacArthur 
 

When Good Kids Make Bad Choices: Help and Hope for 

Hurting Parents, by Elyse Fitzpatrick, Jim Newheiser, 

with Dr. Laura Hendrickson 

         To Train Up a Child                     continued from page 5 
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In support of the Greece short-term mission trip, the team is looking for dona-
tions for the garage sale of the following new or gently used items: 

• Baby and toddler clothes (no children’s or adult clothing) 

• Baby items 

• Toys 

• Sports equipment 

• Household items 

• Quality jewelry 

• Small furniture in very good condition (no couches or recliners) 
• Other useful items in good condition will be gratefully accepted 
We will not be accepting large appliances or large furniture,                         
mattresses, or large electronics of any kind (TV’s, computers, etc.) 

Items will be gratefully accepted May 16–19 in the large portable.  

If you have any questions, please contact Bill Mickelson at 253-508-2953 or                 
mickelsons5@msn.com or Cathy Mickelson at 253-569-3468 or                          
camickelson@msn.com. 

The college-career group is sending a team to Greece July 5–18 to 

assist our missionaries, Takis and April Korianitis. The team consists 

of Kelly Tolonen, Silas Tuthill, Joel McCafferty, Belen Elliot, Amanda 

Barrios, Ashly Barrios, Bill and Cathy Mickelson, and Pastor John.   
 

Recently, three members of the team (Kelly Tolonen, Belen Elliott 

and Silas Tuthill) volunteered to clean up the gardens in front of the 

Kent Post Office. They planted flowers donated by Kent East Hill 

Nursery and McLendon's Hardware, removed the weeds and tidied 

the flower beds.  
 

In addition to working in the garden, the team also passed out invita-

tions to the Eastridge Easter services, as opportunities allowed.     
 

At Work in the Community 

Above: Greece mission team members 
Kelly Tolonen, Belen Elliot and Silas 
Tuthill planting flowers at the Kent 
Post Office.  

Above and right: The Post Office garden at the front of the 
building after the team weeded and planted. 

9:00am to 2:00pm @ Eastridge 
Proceeds go to the Greece  Short–term 

Mission Team 
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Stephanie Kelsey 5/14 

Jennifer Teeler 5/15 

Isaac Stegman 5/16 

Nicolae Panfil 5/16 

Alyssa Guthrie 5/16 

Levi Hammett 5/16 

Annelise Dankworth 5/16 

Evan Nakamura 5/17 

Laura Botka 5/17 

Eli Yarnold 5/18 

Mike Miranda 5/18 

Jenna Freeman 5/19 

Zephaniah Skeith 5/20 

Mica Cassidy 5/20 

Emma McArdel 5/20 

Abigail Burlando 5/21 

Kayla Emme 5/24 

Diane Carlton 5/24 

Ai Lin Eng 5/25 

Nathan Bonar 5/25 

Mike Freeland 5/25 

Isabella Burlando 5/26 

Peaches Sandelius 5/26 

Shanna Carlton 5/26 

Daniel Teeler 5/26 

Janelle Peyton 5/27 

Jonathan Rutherford 5/27 

Timothy Kusack 5/27 

Ed Pieczonka 5/29 

 

Anniversaries 

Brian and Ashley Diehl 5/2 

Chris and Tammy Jensen 

5/5 

Ken and Pam Smith 5/7 

Eric and Kim Olson 5/10 

Mark and Cathy McMinn 

5/20 

Jim and Peggy Sherman 

5/22 

Nicolae and Ana Panfil 

5/23 

 

Faythe Pearson 5/1 

Andrew Watson 5/1 

Keren Goheen 5/3 

Kristina Reesing 5/3 

Claire Diehl 5/4 

Mark Yarnold 5/4 

Sarah Watson 5/7 

Debbie Thompon 5/9 

Jean Foster 5/9 

Kenneth Botka 5/11 

Colin Wakefield 5/11 

Mary Bennett 5/13 

Noelle Diehl 5/13 

Kimberly Bonar 5/13 

May Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Men’s and Women’s Charity Golf Tournament 

Saturday, June 3 @ Auburn Golf Course 

7:30am Shotgun Start 

Cost: $80* per person; due by May 21
st
 

(proceeds send youth to camp) 
Includes golf, a cart, golf balls, and lunch 

 
 

Make checks payable to Eastridge Baptist and put “Golf                     
Tournament Participant” in the memo section and drop your 
check in one of the offering boxes. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Mark Yarnold at 253-569-3544 or mark.g.yarnold@gmail.com 

* A portion of your entry fee will be donated to the our youth to help send them to summer and winter camp. For more infor-
mation, please contact Bill Mickelson at 253-508-2953. 

PRIZES!

Other ways to donate: 
1. Make a donation by sponsoring a hole (business or individual) - $50* minimum donation required. Individual or 

business will be recognized with a sign at the hole they sponsor. Make check payable to Eastridge Baptist and 
put “Hole Sponsor” on your check. 

2. Make a donation but don’t sponsor a hole- Anyone can donate any amount*. Make your check payable to 
Eastridge Baptist and put “Golf Tournament Sponsor” in the memo section.  

3. Purchase a Mulligan at the Tournament –One for $5 or 3 for $10 (3-mulligan limit) 

Purchase Raffle Tickets at the Tournament. Raffle tickets for prize drawings will be on sale at the tournament 

for $1 each.   * donations are tax deductible

1
st

, 2
nd

 & 3
rd

 place 
Men’s & women’s long drives 
Closest-to-the-pin (4 holes) 
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5:00–8:30pm   

Tae Kwon Do 

9:30am 

Apologetics 

Group 
 

6:30pm          

128 Student 

Ministries 
 

6:30pm Awana 

Awards Night 

1 2 3 

9:30am 

Apologetics 

Group 
 

6:30pm          

Children’s 

Ministry 

Appreciation 

Dinner 
 

10 9 7 
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2:00pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

6:30pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

7:00pm Men’s 

Bible Study  
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

11 13 

 

 

5:30am 

Watchmen Men’s 

Discipleship 

 

 
  

 

5:30am 

Watchmen Men’s 

Discipleship 

12 

8:00–10:00am 

Youth Guys’ Bible 

Study @ Borton’s 
 

10:00am–

12:00pm Joyful 

Noise Rehearsal 
 

6:00pm Joyful 

Noise 

Performance 

5 4 
 

9:30am Ladies’ 

Bible Studies 
 

 

5:00–7:00pm 

Thursday Church 
 

7:00pm College/

Career Study 
 

7:00pm Worship 

Team 

6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mother’s Day 

29 

 

 

10:00am Joyful 

Noise 

Performance 

 

6:00pm Joyful 
Noise 

Performance 

 

 

 

 

5:00pm 

Potluck and 

Annual 

Business 
Meeting 

 

 

 

2:00pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

6:30pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

7:00pm Men’s 

Bible Study  
 

 

 

 

 

 

2:00pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

6:30pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

7:00pm Men’s 

Bible Study 

(Youth Center) 

23 

 

 

 

 

 

5:00–8:30pm   
Tae Kwon Do 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

5:00–8:30pm   

Tae Kwon Do 

 

9:30am 

Apologetics 

Group 
 

6:30pm          

128 Student 

Ministries 
 

6:30–8:00pm 

Adult Choir 

Practice 

 

9:30am 

Apologetics 

Group 
 

6:30pm          

128 Student 
Ministries 

 

6:30–8:00pm 

Adult Choir 

Practice 

 

 

 

5:30am 

Watchmen Men’s 

Discipleship 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Service 

Project at UGM 
  

9:00am–

2:00pm 

Church Work 

Day 
 

9:00am–

2:00pm Car 

Wash & 

Garage Sale 
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21 

20 19 18 

9:30am Ladies’ 

Bible Studies  
 

5:00–7:00pm 

Thursday Church 
 

7:00pm College/

Career Study 
 

7:00pm Worship 

Team 
 

7:00pm Youth 

Girls’ Bible Study 

16 

 

10:30am–

12:00pm 

Missions Prayer 

Ministry @ 

Alaire Irish’s 
 

5:00–8:30pm   

Tae Kwon Do 
 

6:30pm Elder 

Meeting 

15 14 

28 

27 26 

 

 

 

5:30am 

Watchmen Men’s 

Discipleship 
 
 

 

25 

 

24 22 

 31 30 

 

 
 

5:00–7:00pm 

Thursday Church 
 

7:00pm College/

Career Study 
 

7:00pm Worship 
Team 

 

7:00pm Youth 

Girls’ Bible Study 

(@Borton’s) 

 

 

 

 

5:00–8:30pm   
Tae Kwon Do 

 
 

 

2:00pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

6:30pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

7:00pm Men’s 

Bible Study  

 

 

2:00pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

6:30pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

7:00pm Men’s 

Bible Study  
 
 

 
 

 

 

5:00–7:00pm 

Thursday Church 
 
 

7:00pm College/
Career Study 

 
 

7:00pm Worship 
Team 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9:30am 

Apologetics 

Group 
 

6:30pm          

128 Student 

Ministries 
 

 

Garage Sale Item Drop-off in Large Portable 



 

  

 

 June 2017 

Saturday, June 3 Mens’ and Ladies’ Charity Golf  7:30am @ Auburn Golf  
         Tournament    Course 

Sunday, June 4 Monthly Prayer Meeting 6:00pm 

Wednesday, June 7, 14, & 21 Adult Choir Practice 6:30–8:00pm 

Saturday, June 10 Church Work Day 9:00am–2:00pm 

Sunday, June 11 Fellowship Meal 1:00pm 

Tuesday, June 13 Missions Prayer Meeting 10:30am @ Alaire Irish’s 

Sunday, June 18 Father’s Day; Promotion & Graduation Sunday 

Saturday, June 24 Evening of Praise Dress Rehearsal 10:00am–12:00pm 

Saturday, June 24   Evening of Praise @ EBC 6:00pm 

Sunday, June 25 Evening of Praise @ EBC 6:00pm 

 

 July 2017 

Sunday, July 2 Monthly Prayer Meeting 6:00pm 

Friday, July 7 VBS Volunteer Meeting 7:00–8:30pm 

Tuesday, July 11 Missions Prayer Meeting 10:30am @ Alaire Irish’s 

Friday, July 14 Men’s Dinner 6:00pm 

Monday, July 17 – 
     Friday, July 21 Vacation Bible School 6:30–8:30pm daily 

Monday, July 31 – 
     Friday, August 4 Youth Summer Camp Cascades Camp 

 

 August 2017 

Monday, July 31 – 
     Friday, August 4 Youth Summer Camp Cascades Camp 

Sunday, August 6 Monthly Prayer Meeting 6:00pm 

Tuesday, August 8 Missions Prayer Meeting 10:30am @ Alaire Irish’s 

Friday, August 18 – 
      Sunday, August 20 Career Group Camping Trip TBD 
 

Mark your calendar... 
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                                           Do Not Be Led Astray                from the desk of Pastor Ryan 

Jesus is King. This phrase 

(hopefully) has been etched into 

the minds of our students over 

the last year and a half during 

our study of the book of Mat-

thew. This gospel is all about 

proclaiming Jesus as the long-awaited Messiah, the 

one promised from the Old Testament who will rule 

and reign in a kingdom of peace and righteousness. 

To claim Jesus as King is to say that He possesses 

ultimate authority over all creation in general and 

each individual specifically. For Christians, this means 

that all praise and worship is to be given to Him 

alone as we submit our entire lives to His lordship. 
 

Recently, on Wednesday nights, we have been walk-

ing with Jesus during His final week before He went 

to the cross. On that Sunday, Jesus came into Jerusa-

lem, riding on a donkey as the crowds hailed Him 

“Blessed is He who comes in 

the name of the Lord!” (21:9) 

On Monday, He cleansed the 

temple and overturned the ta-

bles of the money-changers 

(21:12-17). On Tuesday, He came back into the tem-

ple to teach the people and debate the religious lead-

ers (21:23-23:36). In chapter 24, it is the close of day 

on Tuesday when Jesus and His disciples leave the 

temple and travel to the Mount of Olives. Here the 

disciples ask some probing questions about when 

Jesus will return and what will happen at the close of 

the age (24:3). 
 

Jesus begins by telling them what will happen in the 

time between that conversation and His return in 

the future. He speaks of global problems that include 

wars, famines, and earthquakes (24:6-7). He talks of 

religious persecution as believers “will be hated by all 

nations for My name’s sake” (24:9). There will be an 

increase of interpersonal and family troubles as 

“brother will deliver brother over to death, and fa-

ther his child, and children will rise against par-

ents” (Mark 13:12). What is shocking is that Jesus 

said, “All these are but the beginning of birth 

pains” (Matt 24:8), meaning that things will get worse 

(2 Tim 3:13). He goes on to speak of desolation, 

tribulation, judgment, and massive religious decep-

tion (24:15-28). 
 

However, through it all, one theme rings clear. Jesus 

starts His discussion by warning the disciples “See 

that no one leads you astray” (24:4). He goes on to 

say that many false prophets and false christs will 

arise and lead many astray (24:11, 24). Also, because 

of the increase of lawlessness, the love of many will 

grow cold (24:12). In other words, many will rise, 

promising an easier path than following Christ, and 

Jesus warns not to be lead astray, because all those 

paths lead to an eternity in hell.  
 

It is abundantly clear that following Jesus will not be 

easy. In fact, it will be hard and will only get more 

difficult the closer we get to 

His return. However, in the 

midst of increasing adversity, 

Jesus makes some amazing 

promises. First, He says, “this gospel of the kingdom 

will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a 

testimony to all nations” (24:14). Even with intense 

hostility aimed toward Christ and His followers, the 

gospel will still be proclaimed to the nations. Noth-

ing will stop the advancement of the gospel and the 

growth of His kingdom. Second, Jesus promised, “the 

one who endures to the end will be saved” (24:13). 

Jesus is not teaching a works-based salvation, nor is 

He saying that retaining salvation is your responsibil-

ity. What He is saying is that those who endure will 

prove their salvation by their endurance. Jesus is the 

one who saves and the one who keeps those who 

are saved. In response, His true followers will heed 

His warning and will not be lead astray because He is 

the gracious King who alone rescues His people 

from an eternity in hell, welcoming them into His 

glorious kingdom. 



 

  

Adult choir practices for the Evening of 
Praise services on June 24th & 25th begin 
in May. If you are an adult and can carry a 

tune, you are welcome to join us! 
We will be practicing on the following 

dates in the main sanctuary: 
 

Wednesday May 17th, 24th, 31st  
6:30-8:00pm 

 

Wednesday June 7th, 14th, 21st  
6:30-8:00pm 

 

Saturday, June 24th 
10:00am-12:00pm 

 

Questions? Contact Lynnette Emme 
253-736-3790 or lynnetteemme@gmail.com 

EAS  RIDGE 
B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  

CALLING ALL SINGERS! 


