
 

  

way to salvation. They want to make up their 

own requirements. When told that they will not 

be allowed into heaven without the proper cre-

dentials, they can become belligerent and rude or 

defensive. But their best tantrum cannot win 

them entrance to heaven. 
 

In John 14, Jesus said that He 

was going to prepare a place for 

those who trust in Him. Thomas 

then asked where He was going 

and how to get there. Thomas 

missed the point. But, because 

he did, we have one of the most 

well-known statements in Scripture. John 14:6, 

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the 

truth, and the life; no one comes to the Fa-

ther but through Me.” In saying that, Jesus 

makes Himself the exclusive access point into 

heaven, effectively eliminating the religious prac-

tices of the overwhelming majority of the world. 
 

As Jesus made this statement, He put the empha-

sis on the word I. It is Jesus Himself that is the 
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I Am the Way, Truth, and Life from the desk of Pastor John 

A number of years ago, Trisha, Crystal, and I 

were involved in the beginning of a musical 

theatre company. Our productions involved a 

lot of children and took place in a professional 

theatre. This created a security issue. In order 

to protect the children, we needed to know 

who belonged backstage and who did not. So, 

in an effort to keep unauthorized people from 

coming backstage, we produced name badges 

on lanyards for each member of the cast and 

crew and then placed “guards” at each access 

point. People would get so upset when they 

were told that they were not allowed back-

stage without the proper credentials! Other-

wise-nice-people became belligerent and rude. 

People were so rude to the “guards” that it 

became increasingly difficult 

to get people to fill that cru-

cial position. 
 

Many people don’t like nar-

row rules. They think they 

are special and should be al-

lowed to break the rules they believe are un-

necessary. They want their child, who is 58 

inches tall, to be allowed on the ride with a 

minimum height requirement of 60 inches. 

They think it is fine for them to take 24 items 

through the “10 items or less” line. 
 

So, it should come as no surprise that many 

people don’t like the narrow requirements for 

entrance into heaven and the exclusivity of the 
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“Any belief that claims 

entrance into heaven 

apart from confessing 

Christ as Lord is a lie.” 
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way. It is not religion, it is not a philosophy, it is 

not a church, and it certainly is not human ef-

fort; it is Jesus Christ Himself that makes it pos-

sible to enter heaven. 
 

Jesus is the way. Not one of many ways. Jesus is 

the only way! He is the only way to be trans-

formed from sinful to righteous. He is the only 

way to be free of sin’s guilt and be covered in 

God’s grace. He is the only way to be trans-

ferred from Satan’s power to God’s presence. 
 

Jesus is the truth. To fail to believe Jesus is to 

believe a lie. Any belief system that does not 

point to Christ promotes a lie. Any belief that 

claims entrance into heaven apart from confess-

ing Christ as Lord is a lie. Jesus is the truth; to 

disbelieve Him is to believe a lie. And Jesus is 

the life. He is the possessor, giver, and sustain-

er of life.  
 

No one comes to the Father but through 

Him. There are no special people for whom the 

rules do not apply. No imposters will fake their 

way in. No complainers will gripe their way in. 

No angry millennials will protest their way in. 

This is a universal truth! Heaven is exclusively 

limited to those who confess Jesus Christ as 

Lord. This exclusive truth is also found in Acts 

4:12 which says, “And there is salvation in no 

one else; for there is no other name under 

heaven that has been given among men by 

which we must be saved.” 
 

Thomas à Kempis said it well in The Imitation of 

Christ when he expounds on the words of Jesus: 

“Follow Me. I am the Way, the Truth, and the 

Life. Without the Way, there is no going. With-

out the Truth, there is no knowing. Without 

the Life, there is no living. I am the Way which 

you must follow, the Truth which you must be-

lieve, the life for which you must hope. I am the 

inviolable Way, the infallible Truth, the unending 

Life.”  
 

Jesus is the Way. If you are not following Him, 

you are going the wrong way. Jesus is the Truth. 

If you are not believing Him, you are believing 

the wrong thing. Jesus is the life. If you are not 

confessing Him as Lord, you are dead in your 

sins. There is only one way to heaven and that 

is through Jesus Christ. 

 

Eastridge would like to extend a warm               

welcome to our newest members: 
  

Kenny & Karin Kerr 
 

If you are interested in becoming a member of 

Eastridge, check out the membership require-

ments and download the necessary membership 

documents on our website at 

www.eastridgebaptist.org. Go to the 

About menu and select Become a Member. 
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Discover the King of Glory and 
His Endless Kingdom 

VACATION 
BIBLE SCHOOL 

Register at www.eastridgebaptist.org or call the church office at 253-630-2327 

Join us for dinner and fun 
down on the farm at our                 

annual Celebration Sunday 
festivities! 

 

Eastridge will provide the 
meat and drinks. If you would 

like to bring a side dish or 
dessert, please sign up in the 
foyer or contact the church 

office at 253-630-2327. 
 

We will have an “open mic” 
area set up where singers and 

musicians can share their   
music with the crowd. To sign 
up, or for more information, 
contact Pastor Samuel at                  

253-263-6003.  
 

If you have any                 
questions about Celebration 

Sunday, please contact Randy 
Mayes at 

ranmayes@outlook.com. 

 

21842 148th Ave SE, Kent, WA 98042 

  
 

 

JULY 16–20 
6:00–8:30pm daily 

Eastridge Baptist Church 

For kids entering grades K 
through 6 (in the fall) 
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  Dragon Seed, by Marty Machowski: A Book Review    from the desk of Pastor Andrew 

trapolates back stories and conclusions the Bible 

doesn’t give. While the added narrative doesn’t con-

tradict anything in Scripture, it weakens the force of 

this novel by blending true history with fictional histo-

ry. Readers will need familiarity with the Bible, or a 

parent who can help direct young readers toward 

what is fact and what is fiction. 
 

The book contains helpful closing devotionals to dis-

cover and root out pride. These are not just for 

young strugglers with pride. The descriptions of pride 

and accompanying application questions drive to the 

core of all proud hearts. Pride is defined as “simply 

wanting to be in charge of our lives instead of ac-

knowledging that God is really in charge.” (146) The 

stinging definitions continue: “Pride tells us we can 

live life on our own without the help of others. Pride 

tells us that we don’t need our parents’ advice or 

help; that we know better….Pride steers us away 

from God and his Word. Pride tells us that we will 

never fall.” (149-50) Machowski’s biblical understand-

ing of man and sin enables him to address the real 

problem of pride and call it out for the sin that it is. 

He’s not after useless psychoanalysis or vain intro-

spection, but rather aims biblical truth at our sinful 

pride so we may turn in humility to our forgiving 

Lord. 
 

Machowski has created another valuable resource for 

families. This book would be particularly helpful in the 

hands of an upcoming teenager who begins to feel a 

rage against his parents, or the pull of foolish inde-

pendence from authority, or the superiority of his 

better grades, virtues, or ambitions over his peers. 

Dragon Seed tells an engaging story with high stakes, 

because the story, in one way or another, is every-

one’s story. The infection of pride has come to us all. 

Only the humble carpenter from Nazareth, the Son of 

the Most High, can crush the head of the Dragon and 

put an end to the dragon seed of pride in our hearts.  

Pride is a plague that has spread to every human 

heart. Like seeds from a single dandelion carried by 

the wind and scattered across an otherwise untainted 

yard, pride has nestled into every human heart since 

our first father, Adam. Marty Machowski, a pastor 

and author of numerous books for children and fami-

lies, has effectively tackled the topic of pride in his 

recent novel, Dragon Seed. 
 

Machowski develops a biblical theology in story form 

of the pride of “the dragon, that ancient serpent, who 

is the devil and Satan” (Rev 20:2), who fell from his 

station in heaven to wreak havoc among mankind on 

earth. The dragon seed is the pride that spews from 

the liar and murderer Satan and his demons through 

the lies spun around men’s minds. This ugly seed 

takes root in our hearts and generates the worst 

kinds of selfishness.  
 

Dragon Seed simultaneously tells the story of a raging 

teenage boy, Nick, who is having another dispute 

with what he perceives to be his overbearing and 

overprotective mom. After he is secluded in his 

room, he is given a family treasure, a book passed 

down from generation to generation telling the story 

of the poison of the dragon seed and its antidote. Re-

luctantly at first, Nick reads the book and learns his 

ancient family history, full of both the defeat of pride 

and the victory of humility.  
 

The success of this story is the true-to-life depiction 

of the stain of pride upon our hearts and its ugly ef-

fects on our relationships. Machowski effectively 

shows through the story our likeness to the Dragon 

himself in our displays of pride, whether the reader is 

pre-teen, teen, or adult. And at the center of the 

cure to this, the only cure, is the work of the Son of 

God, the carpenter, Jesus of Nazareth. 
 

The weakness of this story is the extra-biblical story-

telling. Machowski takes several Bible stories and ex-
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                     Invest Your Time in Small Group Studies        by Dean Hazelton 

What is the most important book you can read this year? Hopefully you answered the Bible! In fact, 

we hope you not only read it, but study and discuss it with others who are studying it. The aim is reflection on 

the truth of God’s Word and application of that truth to ourselves and our world.   
 

Small group studies are an excellent way to deepen your knowledge of the Bible and your relationships with 

others in the Eastridge family. This last year (September–May), approximately 140 people were involved in 14 

Eastridge Bible studies that met at the church or in homes.  
 

We have room for you in one of our studies which start up again in the fall! This is a great investment of your 

time as you learn God’s Word, grow in your walk with Christ, and engage with others in the church in prayer, 

fellowship, and service.  Most studies start in September.  
 

Studying God’s word on my 

own is a blessing but being 

able to share with others who 

love the Lord and want to know 
more of His word is truly won-

derful. I learn so much from 

others’ insights. 

 

“Our small group is a bless-

ing beyond measure. It keeps 

me on track with my Bible 

study and has given me lasting 

friendships through fellowship 

and prayer.” 

“THE BIBLE STUDIES AT 
THE CHURCH HAVE BEEN A 
TREMENDOUS BLESSING TO 
MY LIFE. I APPRECIATE            
BEING ABLE TO LEARN DEEP 
SPIRITUAL TRUTHS WITH 
OTHERS, TO SHARE JOYS AND 
SORROWS, AND HOLD EACH 
OTHER UP IN PRAYER.”. 

 

“Our small group has given us 

the opportunity to study God’s 

word together as a couple.” 

Being in a small group helps to 

grow our community.               

Rather than existing as individ-

uals who happen to share a 
building on Sunday, our       

increased fellowship and      

involvement helps us become 

more like a church body,               

interconnected to bring God 

glory. 

“Our small group has impacted 

my life. It has been a wonderful 

way to get to know people on a 

deeper level and to share bur-

dens in prayer. We have seen 

many answers to prayer this 

year.” 

I can’t express deeply enough 

how important being in a small 

group Bible study has been for 

my spiritual growth. It keeps 

disciplining my time to be in 

the Word and the sharing with 

others broadens my under-

standing. The closeness of 

fellowship builds dear friend-

ships of love and support. 

“In our group I am especially 

thankful that our ‘groupies’ are 

willing to be real about their 

fears and struggles, and they 

desire to know the Word and 

live it out in our lives.” 

THERE IS SOMETHING ABOUT 
A SMALL GROUP THAT GIVES 
ME A SENSE OF BELONGING, 
FAMILY, SHARING MY HEART 

AND GETTING TO KNOW 
OTHERS AND BEING ABLE TO 

TRUST SHARING PRAYER                 
REQUESTS. 

Watch for small group announcements in the August newsletter and weekly bulletins. You can also talk to the 

Bible study leaders on “sign up” Sunday, August 19. Then, prayerfully consider signing up for one of the studies 

this year.   
 

Contact Dean Hazelton at deanhaz@earthlink.net for more information.  

mailto:deanhaz@earthlink.net
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The Greece Mission Team appreciates your prayers as they 

depart on their two-week trip to partner with Takis and 

April Korianitis at a children’s Bible camp. Their responsibil-

ities include presenting their testimonies and wordless Bible 

skits; serving meals and washing dishes; performing sanita-

tion duties; supervising small groups during crafts and activi-

ties; life guarding during swim time at the sea; playing with 

the campers during free time; and assisting with worship. 

Their schedule is as follows: 

June 26 – Depart from SeaTac 8:09am 

June 27 – Arrive in Athens 2:40pm 

June 28 – Tour Athens (Acropolis, Parthenon, Mars Hill) 

June 29 – Drive 6 hours west to the island of Zakynthos (stop at Ancient Corinth to view ruins) 

June 30 – Set up camp 

July 1–7 – Bible camp with children ages 5–13 years of age 

July 8 – Participate in church service 

July 9 – Drive to Athens to catch flight home via London (9 hour layover) 

July 10 – Arrive at SeaTac 2:40pm 

With the onset of the summer season, it’s time to think about taking advantage of the school supply sales and 

pick up some inexpensive items to donate to the children at East Hill Elementary. We are partnering with the 

school again this year to ensure that all students are equipped with the supplies they need to be successful 

learners.   
 

Joan Johnson, Welcome Room Coordinator at East Hill, provided us with this list of most-needed supplies:  
 

• Pencil Sharpeners with case 

• Dividers (package of at least 5 ct.) 

• Two-bottom-pocketed plastic folders (any color)  

• Two-bottom-pocketed cardboard folders (any color)  

• Glue sticks – any size or color (no liquid bottles, please) 

• Colored pencils (packages of 10 or 12)  

• Colored markers (packages of 10 or 12)  

• Whiteboard markers (dark colors) 

• 3-ring notebooks: 2-inch (any color) or bigger (5th & 6th graders need 
these to hold several subjects)  

• Blunt-ended scissors (no pointed ones, please)  

• Sticky note pads (any color) 

• Composition notebooks (wide rule) 

• Spiral bound notebooks (wide rule) 
 

A donation bin will be available in the foyer beginning in early July through the end of August. If you have any 

questions about the school supply drive, please contact Cathy Mickelson at camickelson@msn.com. 

                                           In Service to the Lord         by Cathy Mickelson 

Shop Summer Sales for School Supplies  

Greece short-term mission team (l to r): Hannah 
Young, Joel McCafferty, Ashly Barrios, Michael                
Gailey, Rachel Roach, Bill and Cathy Mickelson, 
Amanda Barrios, Pastor John, and Candace Madlena 



 

  

and constantly studies God’s Word has depth. The 

psalmist describes him as “a tree planted by streams 

of water” (v. 3). That tree is tapped into a rich source 

of nourishment and grows strong as a result. This is 

not a tree that rocks back and forth with every small 

breath of wind; its roots hold it firmly in the ground. 
 

It is the same with believers: if we have our roots of 

faith firmly planted in the truths of Scripture, nothing 

can shake our faith; not the lies of wicked men, nor 

false doctrines found within the church. Paul com-

manded the church in Ephesus to grow in 

spiritual maturity, “so that we may no long-

er be children, tossed to and fro by the 

waves and carried about by every wind of 

doctrine” (Eph. 4:14). We are not turned 

aside by every doctrine we hear, because 

we know the truth found in Scripture. 
 

Thirdly, the student of faith has a duty. 

Psalm 1 reminds us that the strong tree 

“yields its fruit in its season” (v. 3). If we 

truly know and believe the Christian faith, 

it will show itself in how we live. Through-

out the Bible, this is referred to as “bearing 

fruit,” and it is particularly expressed in Galatians 5 

when Paul lists the fruit of the Spirit. If we don’t put 

our faith in Christ into practice, there’s no fruit to 

show it, and one would wonder if we really believe in 

Christ at all! (see James 1:22-25). Everything we say 

and do ought to be characterized by our faith in 

Christ. 
 

This is why Peter wrote that we ought to be 

“prepared to make a defense” at any time. If we have 

taken the time to study the faith that we believe, we 

will be ready to give a defense for the hope and faith 

that we have in Christ. This also means that we will 

not approve of wicked counsel or false doctrine and 

must be ready to express our disagreement and 

“contend for the faith” (Jude 3). As the world contin-

ues to grow in its celebration of sin, Christianity faces 

more attacks from all angles. Students of the faith 

must be willing to fight, first and foremost, for their 

faith. 
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                                            Fighting for the Faith               from the desk of Pastor Samuel 

What are you willing to fight for? What opinions or 

beliefs do you hold that you refuse to compromise 

on? Many people choose to support a political candi-

date because of their stance on a particular issue. 

They have a very strong opinion one way or the oth-

er that guides their choice, even though they often 

have not done much research into that issue. For 

them, this one issue is a “hill to die on,” an opinion 

from which they refuse to back down. These people 

are willing to fight over that one issue. 
 

So what are the things that you are willing 

to fight for? As Christians, we must be 

willing to fight, first and foremost, for our 

faith in Christ. The apostle Peter ex-

pressed this in his first epistle: “But in 

your hearts honor Christ the Lord as ho-

ly, always being prepared to make a de-

fense to anyone who asks you for a rea-

son for the hope that is in you” (1 Peter 

3:15).  
 

Our fight for the Christian faith is unique. 

If we are called to be ready to give a rea-

son for our faith, we must know the faith 

that we believe. We cannot be like those who say 

they support a political topic but haven’t done any 

study in their support. Our defense must always 

come from what we know to be true in Scripture. 

This means that we must always be students of the 

faith, learning as much as we can from the Word of 

God throughout our lives. 
 

Psalm 1 gives a vivid description of the man who ear-

nestly studies God’s Word, and the results of such 

study. First, this man is discerning. He makes a point 

to distance himself from sinful men (v.1). The primary 

authority in his life is the Word of God, which he 

studies day and night. Likewise, we must be saturated 

in the Word, letting it be our primary guide in life. If 

we allow ourselves to entertain the opinions and 

counsel of wicked men, we may soon find ourselves 

in their company. 
 

Second, and on a related note, the man who carefully 



 

  

Saturday, July 21, 2018 

7:30am at the church 
 

Join us for a home-style breakfast followed 

by a message from a guest speaker. 
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Ana Panfil 7/23 

Stephen Groot 7/23 

Sara Hayward 7/24 

Titus Skeith 7/25 

Victor Craig 7/25 

Ezra Skeith 7/26 

Derek Iverson 7/27 

Warren Trzeciak 7/28 

Kevin Thompson 7/28 

Sarah Kelsey 7/29 

Naomi Steward 7/30 

Kevin McArdel 7/30 

Ella Martinez 7/31 

Priscilla Craig 7/31 

 

Anniversaries 

Drew and Alysha Majer 

7/2 

Derek and Carol Iverson 

7/2 

Dan and Heather Young 

7/6 

Andrew and Jennifer 

McInnis 7/9 

Bill and Mary Bennett 7/10 

Greg and Keren Goheen 

7/12 

Tom and Jennifer Small 

7/15 

Jon and Kari Watson 7/15 

Ralph and Karen Lentz 

7/16 

Daniel and Katie Teeler 

7/16 

Aaron and Katie Gardner 

7/20 

Tim and Laurie Tolonen 

7/20 

Jack and Mavis Gaines 

7/20 

Doug and Debbie                 

Thompson 7/21 

Dean and Wanda Renick 

7/21 

Sam and Crystal Martinez 

7/23 

Jonathan and Kimberly 

Skeith 7/24 

Sean and Sarah Kelsey 7/24 

Christian and Kelly Lopez 

7/27 

Ray and Maxine Emme 7/27 

John and Trina Bonn 7/28 

Ryan and Jennifer Trzeciak 

7/28 

Tim and Sandy Thomas 7/28 

Nate and Emily Williams 

7/28 

Robert and Kim Turnbull 

7/30 

Wyatt Meeuwse 7/3 

Eva Handley 7/3 

Samuel Blakey 7/3 

Ryan Reeves 7/4 

Jolyn Barber 7/6 

Annalise Burlando 7/8 

Rachel Roach 7/8 

Loraine Keith 7/8 

Eric Olson 7/10 

Austin Meeuwse 7/10 

Donica Tibbetts 7/12 

Garrett Anderson 7/12 

Shelly Barrios 7/14 

Peter Kusack 7/16 

Michael Miranda 7/17 

Dorie Peyton 7/17 

Lance Swenson 7/18 

Wanda Renick 7/21 

Alysha Majer 7/22 

July Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Men’s 
BREAKFAST 

Youth Summer Camp is in August, and you are invited 
to help our students go to camp! You can hire one or 
more youth to help with jobs around your home, and 
the money they make goes toward lowering their sum-
mer camp fee.  

If you would like to have youth workers help with any 
odd jobs around your home, please contact Pastor 
Ryan at 253-951-5583 or 



 

  9 

  
 

 

 

 

Communion 
 

 

 
  

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

6:00pm Ladies’ 

Small Group 

Study @ Busick’s 

Church Office 

Closed 

2 3 4 

10:00am Ladies’ 

Small Group 

Study @ Busick’s 
 

6:30pm          

128 Student 

Ministries 
 
 

6:30–8:00pm  

Apologetics 

Group @ Carl 

Moore’s 

11 10 8 

1 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

12 14 

   

 

 

  

 

 

 

13 

 
 

6 5 
 

 

7 

 

 

 

 

Baptisms 

 

4:00–7:00pm  

Celebration 

Sunday @ 

Grimstad 

Farms 

30 

Youth Helpers to Camp Gilead 

 

 

 

4:00–6:00pm 

Adult Choir 

Practice  

 

 
  

  

  

 

1:00–4:00pm 

Eastridge 101 

(Auditorium) 
  

4:00–6:00pm 
Adult Choir 

Practice  

 

  

 

 
 

6:00–8:30pm 

Vacation Bible 

School 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

24 

  

 

 

6:00pm Ladies’ 

Small Group 

Study @ Busick’s 
 

6:00–8:30pm 

Vacation Bible 

School 
 

 

 

  

  

  
  

5:00–8:30pm   

Tae Kwon Do 
 

6:00pm Ladies’ 

Small Group 

Study @ Busick’s 

  

 

 

10:00am Ladies’ 

Small Group 

Study @ Busick’s 

 

6:00–8:30pm 

Vacation Bible 

School 

  

  

  

  

  

 

   

 

 

 

    

 

  

 
 

 

7:30am Men’s 

Breakfast @ 

EBC 

 

 
 
  

 

18 

22 

21 20 19 

 

 
 
 
 

7:00pm College/
Career Study 

 
 
 

7:00pm Worship 
Team Practice 

  
  

17 16 15 

29 

28 27 

 

 

 
  

  

6:00–8:30pm 

Vacation Bible 

School 

  

26 

 

 
 

 
 

7:00pm College/
Career Study 

 
 
 

7:00pm Worship 
Team Practice 

 
 
 

25 23 

  

  

 

 

10:00am Ladies’ 

Small Group 

Study @ Busick’s 
 
 

 

6:30–8:00pm  

Apologetics 

Group @ Carl 

Moore’s 

 
  

31 

  

  

  
5:00–8:30pm   

Tae Kwon Do 
 

6:00pm Ladies’ 

Small Group 

Study @ Busick’s 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

  

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  

 6:00–8:30pm 

Vacation Bible 

School 

  

  

  

 

  

6:00pm Monthly 

Prayer Meeting 

 

 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

   

 

 Greece Mission 

Team Returns 
 

10:30am 

Missions Prayer 

Ministry 
 

5:00–8:30pm   

TaeKwonDo 
 

6:00pm Ladies’ 

Study @ Busick’s  
 

6:30pm Elder Mtg 



 

  

Mark your calendar... 
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 August 2018 

Sunday, August 5 Monthly Prayer Meeting 6:00pm 

Monday, August 6 – 
    Friday, August 10 Youth Summer Camp Cascades Camp 

Sunday, August 12 Adult Choir Practice 4:00–6:00pm (Youth Room) 

Tuesday, August 14 Missions Prayer Meeting 10:30am @ Alaire Irish’s 

Saturday, August 18 Baby Shower for Shannon Blakey 2:00pm @ EBC 

Sunday, August 19 Small Group Sign-up In the foyer 

Sunday, August 26 Adult Choir Practice 4:00–6:00pm (Youth Room) 

 

 September 2018 

Sunday, September 2 Monthly Prayer Meeting 6:00pm 

Sunday, September 9 Adult Choir Practice 4:00–6:00pm (Youth Room) 

Sunday, September 9 Youth Praise & Joyful Noise Begins 8:30am 

Tuesday, September 11 Missions Prayer Meeting 10:30am @ Alaire Irish’s 

Wednesday, September 19 Awana Clubs Begin 6:30–8:15pm 

Sunday, September 23 Adult Choir Practice 4:00–6:00pm (Youth Room)

  

 October 2018 

Sunday, October 7 Monthly Prayer Meeting 6:00pm 

Tuesday, October 9 Missions Prayer Meeting 10:30am @ Alaire Irish’s 

Friday, October 12 –  
     Saturday, October 13 Bible Quiz Meet  @ Eastridge  

Sunday, October 14 Adult Choir Practice 4:00–6:00pm (Youth Room) 

Friday, October 19 Men’s Dinner 6:00pm @ EBC 

Sunday, October 28 Adult Choir Practice 4:00–6:00pm (Youth Room) 

U
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                               Understanding Biblical Love    from the desk of Pastor Ryan 

The Christian life can be summed up 

in one word: Discipleship. One way 

to define discipleship is “Christians 

helping Christians be more like 

Christ.” This is the main task that 

Jesus gave to his followers as they wait for His re-

turn. In one of His final conversations, Jesus said “Go 

therefore and make disciples of all nations” (Matt 

28:19). Then He instructed on how to accomplish 

this task by “baptizing them” and “teaching them to 

observe all that I have commanded you” (v. 20). In 

short, Jesus commissions His disciples to 

make disciples by teaching about Christ 

and calling for obedience to what Christ 

commanded. Therefore, foundational to 

the process of discipleship is the work 

involved in teaching others and being 

taught by others as we grow in our 

knowledge and understanding of our 

great Savior.  
 

Recently, 128SM has been learning what 

it means to love your neighbor as your-

self, and in particular how to have bibli-

cally loving relationships. Our society 

has hijacked the word “love” so that there is confu-

sion when we are called to love our neighbor. When 

most people hear the word “love” they think of the 

warm fuzzy feelings that come with the emotion of 

love. However, when the Bible speaks of love, the 

emphasis is on action and choice. To biblically love 

someone means to choose to do what’s best for 

someone else, regardless of how loveable the person 

is or what benefits you might receive. Biblical love is 

an act of the will, not the result of feelings. 
 

Throughout the New Testament, we are given much 

instruction on what it means to have biblically loving 

relationships. Beginning in the Gospels, Jesus teaches 

that we are to love our enemies and pray for those 

who persecute us (Matt 5:44). He also says that we 

are to treat others as we would have them treat us 

(7:12). In Mark, Jesus gives us the example of sacrifi-

cial loving service (10:45). In another passage, He 

says we are to love others as Christ loved us (John 

13:34). In Romans we are instructed to love our   

enemies because we were once enemies of Christ, 

and he loved us anyway (5:10). In Acts we see a 

number of examples of Christians loving other  

Christians as they fellowship with one another (2:42) 

and meet each other’s needs (4:34-35). From the 

example of Christ and those in Acts, it is very clear 

that biblical love involves sacrifice. 
 

In the epistles, Paul writes that we are 

to outdo one another in showing honor 

(Rom 12:10), serve one another (Gal 

5:13), and seek to do good to one an-

other and to everyone (1 Thess 5:15). 

In Ephesians, believers are taught to 

work to maintain the unity of the body 

(Eph 4:3), putting forth the effort neces-

sary to strengthen one another in 

Christ. Peter indicates that we are to 

seek to be a blessing to one another as 

we clothe ourselves in humility (1 Peter 

3:9; 5:5). Then the apostle John makes it 

clear that our love for others is not just to be in the 

words we say but in the deeds we perform (1 John 

3:18). 
 

All of this truth about loving relationships forces us 

to answer some tough questions. When was the last 

time it cost you something to love someone else? 

What work are you putting forth to maintain the 

unity of the body of Christ? What efforts are you 

taking to make sure that others within the body of 

Christ at Eastridge are being built up in Christ? How 

can you love others not just in words but in deeds? 
 

This is the task that we have been given by our great 

Savior. How humbling is the thought that we are 

called and equipped to play a part in the global enter-

prise of making disciples of Christ. May we be found 

faithful servants.  



 

  

Dear Lord, 
 
There is no greater feeling of liberation than to experience this freedom from sin and 
death that you have provided for me through Jesus Christ. Today my heart and my soul 
are free to praise you. For this I am very thankful. 
 
On this Independence Day I am reminded of all those who have sacrificed for my free-
dom, following the example of your Son, Jesus Christ. Let me not take my freedom, 
both physical and spiritual, for granted. May I always remember that my freedom was 
purchased at a very high price. My freedom cost others their very lives. 
 
Lord, today, bless those who have served and continue to give their lives for my free-
dom. With favor and bounty meet their needs and watch over their families. 
 
Help me to live my life in a way that glorifies you, Lord. Give me the strength to be a 
blessing in someone else's life today, and grant me the opportunity to lead others into 
the freedom that can be found in knowing Christ. 
 

Amen 

EAS  RIDGE 
B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  


