
 

  

conducted a marriage and family conference for 

me. 
 

As the Lord would have it, at the same time           

Trisha and I accepted the call to come to Wash-

ington, Lasaundra’s husband, Bill, took a job in 

Silverdale, WA. We moved to the east side of the 

Puget Sound and they moved to the west side. 

Gene had retired from full-time 

Christian counseling and they 

moved up here with their daugh-

ter and her family. 
 

We were fortunate enough to 

see them all on a few occasions: 

at a surprise dinner with our mu-

tual friends and our missionaries to Greece, Takis 

& April Korianitis; at a planned gathering at our 

house; and a few months ago, they all came to the 

church for a Sunday service. It was one of the 

joys of my ministry to introduce Dr. Gene Rogers 

to our church body.   
 

Trisha and I went to visit Gene in the hospital and 

spend time with Janet, and Lasaundra. Gene and I 

had a great talk. We reminisced about some old 

times and how great they were. We talked some 

December 
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The Christian’s Hope from the desk of Pastor John 

I have known Dr. Gene Rogers for some-

where around 37 years. In fact, I knew him 

before he was “Doctor” Gene. Early in No-

vember I got a message from Gene’s daughter, 

Lasaundra. Gene was in the hospital at the 

University of Washington Medical Center and 

was being scheduled for heart surgery. Gene 

and his wife, Janet, have been friends of ours 

for many years. Trisha and I used to teach 

their daughters in Children’s Church when we 

were still teenagers. Both girls were in our 

wedding party and I would later serve as their 

youth pastor when they were teenagers. Since 

then, the girls have grown up, got married, 

and now have grown children of their own.  
 

Gene has been a part of our lives for some of 

the most significant milestones. He conducted 

the premarital counseling for Trisha and I a 

little over 34 years ago. He 

told us where we would have 

challenges, which we had; and 

he told us that barring cata-

strophic personal failure, we 

would not have any major  

issues in our marriage, which 

we have not. 
 

Gene sat on my ordination counsel 27 years 

ago (to the day that I am writing this); I can 

still remember a few of the questions he asked 

me. When I was pastoring in Palm Desert, CA, 

I would call Gene for advice regarding coun-

seling issues I was dealing with. He would gen-

tly give me guidance, correction, confirmation, 

or encouragement—whichever was needed at 

the moment. He even came to my church and 
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2017 

Pastor John and Trisha LeProhon 

“For the Christian, hope is not 

merely being optimistic for a 

good outcome. Hope is the 

certainty that God will do what 

He promised.” 

Eastridge Communicator 
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“shop,” and just chatted about life. It hadn’t yet 

been decided which procedure the surgeons 

would perform on Gene, but his response was 

perfect. With a smile on his face and joy in his 

heart, he said, “I don’t care if they do either 

procedure. I’m ready to go be with the Lord.” 

As far as hospital visits go, it was a sweet time. I 

prayed with Gene and we left and waited to 

hear what would happen. 
 

A couple days later I got another message from 

Lasaundra. Gene was not doing well after the 

surgery and the prognosis was not favorable. I 

made my way to the hospital as soon as I could, 

to find Gene hooked to eight different IV’s, 

weak and barely able to 

communicate. I sat on the 

left side of his bed and held 

his hand; his wife sat on the 

opposite side holding his 

right hand. The doctors did-

n’t expect him to live more 

than a few hours, but he 

lingered. At some point that 

afternoon, Gene spoke in a 

forced whisper and asked, “What is God wait-

ing for?” My friend was ready to go to his eter-

nal home. 
 

Janet looked at me from across the bed and 

asked me a question I have been asked many 

times but still do not have a satisfactory answer 

for. She asked, “How do people who don’t 

know the Lord handle times like this?”  
 

How do those who don’t know the Lord deal 

with death and dying? Most grieve as those who 

have no hope (1 Thess 4:13). There is no hope 

for a resurrection from the dead to eternal life 

and no hope for a joyous reunion. It is the same 

for those who are dying—they do so with no 

hope (Heb. 10:26-27). 
 

For those who know the Lord, death is sad in 

that we experience loss and will miss the      

opportunity to see and speak with our loved 

one. We will miss the physical connection, the 

warm embrace, or the gentle hand on the 

shoulder. However, we have hope because we 

understand that the death of the Christian is 

merely graduation to be with the Lord. The 

course of this life is finished, the race is over, 

the good fight has been fought, and the prize 

awaits the Lord’s servant. Psalm 116:15 says, 

“Precious in the sight of the LORD Is the death 

of His godly ones.” The death is precious      

because it is the means of our union with our 

heavenly Father. For that  

reason, we can face death, 

our own or that of a loved 

one, with peace and hope.  
 

For the Christian, hope is not 

merely being optimistic for a 

good outcome. Hope is the 

certainty that God will do 

what He promised. David 

wrote in Psalm 38:15, “For I hope in You, O 

LORD; You will answer, O Lord my God.” To 

hope in the Lord is to be assured that His good-

ness, wisdom, and promises are assured be-

cause of His sovereign control. When you have 

that assurance, you can face death with hope, 

just as my friend Gene Rogers did. 
 

Gene went to be with the Lord the following 

day. Though there were tears, there was an un-

derlying peace that came with knowing that he 

is with the Lord, and those of us who know the 

Lord will see him again. I look forward to that 

day because, like Gene, my hope is in the Lord. 

Romans 15:13, “Now may the God of hope 

fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so 

that you will abound in hope by the power of 

the Holy Spirit.” 
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Help Eastridge Through AmazonSmile 

The Christmas season is approaching and many of us 

will soon be busy shopping for gifts, decorations, and 

more. Eastridge participates in the AmazonSmile pro-

gram, which gives the church .5% in cash back for all 

eligible purchases made through smile.amazon.com. 

This last quarter, we received a $66.51 donation from 

Amazon for purchases made by Eastridge attenders!  
 

Never used AmazonSmile before? Here’s how it 

works: 

• Go to smile.amazon.com/ch/91-1139998 when you 

are ready to make a purchase through Amazon. 

This will link your Amazon account with Eastridge 

as the donation recipient  

• For subsequent purchases, go directly to                   

AmazonSmile.com.  

The shopping experience on AmazonSmile.com is the 

same as Amazon.com. 
 

The AmazonSmile program is in effect year-round. 

When someone posts information to one of the groups on our Realm online communications system, an email 

is automatically sent to all members of the group who have a valid email on file in Realm. Some examples  

include: posting a prayer request in the Prayer Wall group; posting a classified ad in the Classifieds group; or 

posting a request to switch nursery duty in the Nursery Workers group.  
 

Depending on the purpose of the posting, it may be helpful for you to receive an email, not only for the initial 

posting, but when others reply to the posting. For example, you may post in the Nursery Worker group your 

need to swap nursery duty. You post your request and an email is sent to all members of that group. A mem-

ber will then reply to your post indicating they can switch duty with you. However, you may or may not re-

ceive notification of their reply if you don’t have your Realm email settings set correctly.  
 

When you join a group in Realm (or are placed in a group by a group leader or system ad-

ministrator), by default you will only receive emails/notifications of the original posting. You 

will not receive notification when people reply to a posting. However, you can control the 

number of emails you receive for each of your Realm groups:  

1. Log into your Realm account 

2. Click on your name in the top right-hand corner of the Realm window, and select 

Email Settings from the drop-down list. 

 

Control Realm-generated Emails 

continued on pg. 5 
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Biblical ignorance is no virtue. Nor is ignorance of its 

meaning while possessing familiarity with its content. 

One of Jesus’ most stinging questions is, “Have you 

never read?” This was directed to people who, of 

course, had read. But they had not understood. It is 

equally applicable to those who have never actually 

read but should have. Charles Spurgeon spoke with 

his usual eloquence and candor, “There is dust 

enough on some of your Bibles to write damnation 

with your finger.” So, there are two problems: igno-

rance of biblical content and ignorance of meaning. 

Both pose eternal danger.  
 

The Old Testament Scriptures 

and the Christ go together. 

Jesus spoke to the Jewish 

leaders, “For if you believed 

Moses, you would believe me; 

for he wrote of me. But if you 

do not believe his writings, 

how will you believe my 

words?” (John 5:46-47). There 

is an expectation by Christ of familiarity of the Old 

Testament and right understanding of its meaning. Af-

ter His resurrection, Jesus famously rebukes the disci-

ples traveling to Emmaus with His piercing words, 

“And He said to them, "O foolish ones, and slow of 

heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 

Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer 

these things and enter into his glory?" (Luke 24:5-6) 

He then uses the remainder of the journey to inter-

pret “in all the Scriptures the things concerning him-

self.” (Luke 24:27) Later, when Christ appeared to the 

disciples in Jerusalem, “he opened their minds to un-

derstand the Scriptures.” (Luke 24:45) The believer 

ignorant of the Old Testament is then ignorant of the 

very resource Jesus Christ used to explain Himself to 

His disciples. 
 

Our children’s Sunday School curriculum devotes two

-thirds of its content to teaching the Old Testament. 

From Creation to the Exile, we teach the Old Testa-
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           The End of the Old Testament  from the desk of Pastor Andrew 

ment to children. The psalmist in Psalm 71:15 de-

clares, “My mouth will tell of your righteous acts, of 

your deeds of salvation all the day, for their number is 

past my knowledge.” The deeds of the Lord’s salva-

tion in the Old Testament possess the primer children 

need to declare the greatest act of the Lord’s salva-

tion in Christ. Adam and Eve covered with garments 

of skin in the garden, Israel delivered from the slavery 

of Egypt, the gift of atoning sacrifices to cover their 

sins, their deliverance of slavery in Judges, their return 

from exile, are all deeds of salvation in the Old Testa-

ment that mark the gracious and saving character of 

our Holy God. These all set the 

stage for the great act of deliv-

erance in God’s own Son, com-

ing down from heaven, to save 

His people from their sins. 
 

December marks the end of 

our two-year journey through 

the Old Testament in children’s 

Sunday School. The great story-

line of nearly 4,000 years of history have been taught, 

all pointing to the glory of God in the exercise of both 

His grace and judgment. We desire children to be  

familiar with the content of the Old Testament. But 

the greater desire is that they become acquainted 

with the whole of the Scriptures so that they meet 

the One to whom the Scriptures point. While we can 

work to alleviate the first level of ignorance that does 

not know the content, we need Christ Himself 

through the Spirit to remove the deeper level of             

ignorance that does not know the meaning. 
 

It is appropriate, then, to end the Old Testament 

journey at Christmas. For that’s where the Old Testa-

ment itself ends, waiting for the next act of God’s 

grace and salvation. And while the great deeds of     

salvation in the Old Testament speak of the power of 

God’s saving hand, they pale as the brightness of the 

angelic host fill the sky to herald the coming of God’s 

salvation in His Son.  
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Primetimers’ (55+) 

Christmas 
POTLUCK 

Saturday, December 9, 2017 @ 12:00pm 
at Covington Place Apartments 

26902 169th Pl SE, Covington, WA 98042  
 

Join us as we fellowship, share a meal, and celebrate 
this joyous Christmas season. 

 

Please RSVP via your Realm account or to            
Ray Emme at 253-398-3662 or 

rayemme1936@gmail.com 

If you have any questions about this, please contact the church office at 253-630-2327. 

                          Realm-generated Emails       continued from page 3 

All posts and replies New posts only Nothing 

You will receive an email whenever 
someone creates a new posting in a 
group you belong to AND whenever 
someone replies to an existing posting. 
Note: even if you did not post the origi-
nal posting, you will still receive an 
email every time someone replies to the            
posting 

You will only receive an email when 
you or someone else posts a new post-
ing in a group you belong to. You will 
not receive any notification when some-
one replies to an existing posting. In-
stead, to view the replies, you would 
have to log into your Realm account on 
a computer or phone, locate the posting 
in your News group and read the replies 
through the posting. 

You will not receive ANY email or 
notification from a group, not even 
from the original postings (not             
recommended). 

In our nursery worker example, 
you would want to set your 
Nursery Workers group to “All 
posts and replies” so you are in-
formed by email when someone 
replies to your post. 

3. For each group you belong to, you can choose to receive all posts and replies, new posts only, or nothing. 
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               Hymn Study: “What Child Is This?” from the desk of Pastor Samuel 
Why lies He in such mean estate 

Where ox and lamb are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear, for sinners here 

The silent Word is pleading 

Nails, spear shall pierce Him through 

The cross be borne for me, for you 

Hail, hail the Word made flesh 

The Babe, the Son of Mary 
 

“What Child Is This?” (written by William Chatterton 

Dix, ca. 1865) is, in my opinion, one of the more fas-

cinating Christmas carols sung each year. Many carols 

take some artistic license in describing the birth of 

Christ and the surrounding scene, because there 

aren’t a lot of details within Scripture, except what is 

necessary for us to know. This carol does fall into 

that category in some ways (we have no written 

proof of Mary singing a lullaby to Jesus), but Dix al-

so does a wonderful job of describing the wonder of 

Jesus’ birth from the details we find throughout Scrip-

ture. 
 

The mystery of God becoming a human is a glorious 

reality and a necessary aspect of the gospel: 

“Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in 

every respect, so that he might become a merciful 

and great high priest in the service of God, to make 

propitiation for the sins of the people” (Hebrews 

2:17). Jesus Christ is our Savior because He humbled 

Himself and is, as Paul states, “born in the likeness of 

men” (Philippians 2:7). 
 

Adding to that mystery is the length to which Jesus 

was humbled. Firstly, the Savior of the world was 

born as a baby, a helpless child whose first bed was 

an animal’s feeding trough. “Why lies He in such 

mean estate, where ox and lamb are feeding?” The 

significance of His birth was not lost on the heavenly 

realm, as angels came and declared His arrival, but 

humanity continued on just as it had, barely noticing 

that Christ, the King, had come to earth. The first 

people to recognize His birth and its significance 

weren’t those you would typically expect to visit the 

Jewish Savior and Israel’s King; rather, they 

were shepherds and Gentile wise men. 
 

Becoming a child was just the beginning of Christ 

humbling Himself. We see this as Paul continues in 

Philippians 2:8, “And being found in human form, he 

humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point 

of death, even death on a cross.” The prophet Isaiah 

had even foretold this fact hundreds of years before 

Christ’s birth: 

“He was despised and rejected by men, a man 

of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and as 

one from whom men hide their faces he was 

despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he 

has borne our griefs and carried our sor-

rows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by 

God, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our 

transgressions; he was crushed for our iniqui-

ties; upon him was the chastisement that 

brought us peace, and with his wounds we are 

healed” (Isaiah 53:3-5). 

This is the reason Jesus was born on earth, so that 

He could bear our sins on the cross as the perfect 

sacrifice, so that by trusting in His sacrifice we might 

receive His righteousness and return to a right rela-

tionship with God the Father. This is the beauty of 

“What Child Is This”: it celebrates the birth of Christ 

while also reminding us the reason why He was born 

in the first place. And it calls us to respond: “Haste, 

haste to bring Him laud ... Let loving hearts enthrone 

Him ... Raise, raise a song on high.” 
 

Some hymnals choose to condense the lyrics to this 

carol, changing the second half of each verse into a 

refrain of “This, this is Christ the King....” This takes 

away from some of the core details found in verse 

two: “Nails, spear shall pierce Him through / The 

cross be borne for me, for you.” During this Christ-

mas season, when we remember how Jesus humbled 

Himself in His incarnation, let us also remember just 

how far He humbled Himself on the cross. Then let 

us join in the celebration of this carol: “Joy, joy! for 

Christ is born, the Babe, the Son of Mary.” 



 

  

1. Who was the ruler of the Roman Empire when    

Jesus was born?  

A. Caesar Augustus 

B. Julius Caesar 

C. Caesar Salad  
 

2. How did Mary and Joseph get to Bethlehem? 

A. They both walked  

B. No one knows 

C. Mary rode a donkey and Joseph walked 
 

3. What did the innkeeper say? 

A. The Bible doesn’t mention an innkeeper  

B. ”I have a stable you can use.” 

C. “There is no room at the inn.” 
 

4. Where did Mary place her newborn son? 

A. In a stable 

B. In a manger 

C. In a basket  
 

5. What animals were present at Jesus’ birth?  

A. Donkey, sheep, and cows  

B. Sheep, goats, and cows  

C. The Bible does not say  
 

6. What did the angel tell the shepherds?  

A. “God rest you merry gentlemen.”  

B. “I proclaim to you good news.”  

C. “ Good Christian men, rejoice.”  
 

December 6th – That Christmas Night. Tonight, we focus on the true meaning of Christmas.  
 

December 13th – Wrap it Up. Come to Awana dressed as a Christmas present—and celebrate the best 

Christmas present of all! You’ll earn extra points for your team. 
 

December 20th – No Awana. Merry Christmas from all of us at Awana! 
 

December 27th – No Awana. Enjoy your Christmas break. 
 

January 3, 2018– I Can’t See. Game time will be a bit more challenging tonight as we play games…               

blindfolded.  

7 

Kids’ Corner 

Test Your Christmas Knowledge 

7. What sign would lead the shepherds to the stable?  

A. A baby wrapped snugly in cloth  

B. A baby that did not cry  

C. A star over the stable  
 

8. How many angels told the shepherds where to find 

the Savior?  

A. A heavenly host of them 

B. One  

C. The Bible does not say 
 

9. How many wise men visited Jesus on the night of 

His birth?  

A. Three  

B. Several  

C. None  
 

10. What did the shepherds do when they found          

Jesus? 

A. Gave him gifts 

B. Praised God for what they saw and heard  

C. Kept it a secret  
 

11. What is the most important thing you need to 

know about Christmas? 

_____________________________________

 

ANSWERS:  

1. A;  2. B;  3.A;   4. B;   5. C;   6. B;   7. A;   8. B;  9. C;  10. B;  

11. Answers will vary. 

 Copyright 2006. LifeWay. 

Awana in December 
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Gina Robinson 12/10 

Michal Tibbetts 12/10 

Sandy Thomas 12/11 

Matthew Hurst 12/12 

Sabrina Kelsey 12/12 

Joey Bartlett 12/13 

Marian Hutchins 12/13 

Robert Turnbull 12/13 

Anabel Elliott 12/15 

Amanda Barrios 12/17 

Ashly Barrios 12/17 

Ethan Tuthill 12/18 

Tyler Botka 12/18 

Bruce Diehl 12/19 

Michaela Rutherford 12/19 

Ray Emme 12/20 

Joy Hafford 12/20 

Savannah Wentworth 

12/23 

Noel Ahlstrom 12/23 

Alex Borton 12/23 

Danielle Jensen 12/25 

Pam Emme 12/29 

Larry Hughes 12/29 

Emily Williams 12/29 

Cherryl Boston 12/30 

Anniversaries 

Steve and Linda Pate 12/11 

John and Susan Rehberg 

12/13 

Jason and Haley Ausen 

12/17 

Ed and Chris Pieczonka 

12/17 

Larry and Jann Hughes 

12/20 

Bob and Jackie Cochran 

12/28 

Silesh and Marlene              

Mansukhani 12/28 

Steve Wentworth 12/1 

Steve Peltekian 12/1 

Trina Bonn 12/1 

Bryan Botka 12/1 

Zachary Peltekian 12/2 

Shannon Kearney 12/2 

Alijah Lopez 12/3 

Caleb Watson 12/5 

Carmina Panfil 12/7 

Chris Bonar 12/7 

Steve Pate 12/9 

Jim Hunter 12/9 

Bev Heusser 12/10 

December Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Each Sunday, members of our Audio/Visual team handle the sound, 

slides, lighting, and sermon audio recordings for each service. This          

ministry is in need of volunteers to help with this vital work. Scheduling 

is based on your availability—as little as once per month. No experi-

ence is necessary, and training is provided! 
 

Please contact Pastor Samuel at samuelb@eastridgebaptist.org or            

253-263-6003 if you would like to serve in this ministry! 

Service Opportunity 

 

Join us for one of  our services on 
Sunday, December 17 as the 

Eastridge adult choir and worship 
team present special Christmas           

music celebrating the birth of  our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Light Has Dawned 
  SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2017 



 

  

 
 
 

7:00pm Worship 
Team Practice 
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9:30am 

Apologetics 

Group 
  

6:30pm          

128 Student 

Ministries 
 

6:30pm Awana 

Clubs 
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5:30am Men’s 

Discipleship 

Class 

  

  
  

5:30am Men’s 

Discipleship 

Class 
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6:00–8:00 Youth 

Pizza at PR’s  
 

 

25 

  
  

  

 
 

6:00pm Prayer 

Meeting 

  

  

   

Special 

Christmas 

Music (both 

services) 

 

  
2:00pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

6:30pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

7:00pm Men’s 

Bible Study  
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 10:30am–

12:00pm 

Missions Prayer 

Ministry @ 

Alaire Irish’s  
 
 

5:00–8:30pm   

Tae Kwon Do 
 
 

6:30pm Elder 

Meeting 

 

  

  

  
  

  

 

  

 

9:30am 

Apologetics 

Group 
 

6:30pm          

128 Student 

Ministries 
 

6:30pm Awana 

Clubs 
  

  

  

  
  

  
  

  

  

  

  

   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

12:00pm 

Primetimers’ 

Christmas 

Potluck @ 

Covington 

Place 

Apartments 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

5:00–9:00pm 

Youth Caroling 

& Christmas 
Party 
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9:30am Ladies’ 
Bible Studies 

 

5:00–7:00pm 
Thursday Church 

 

5:00pm Bible Quiz 
  

7:00pm College/
Career Study 

 

7:00pm Youth 
Boys’ Bible Study 

 

7:00pm Worship 
Team  
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5:00–8:30pm   

Tae Kwon Do 
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5:30am Men’s 

Discipleship 
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5:00–8:30pm   

Tae Kwon Do 
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2:00pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

6:30pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

7:00pm Men’s 

Bible Study  
  

 

 
 
 

 

5:00–7:00pm 
Thursday Church 

 

5:00pm Bible Quiz 
 

7:00pm College/
Career Study 

   

7:00pm Youth 
Girls’ Bible Study 

 

7:00pm Worship 
Team  

  
  

  

  

 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 

7:00pm Worship 
Team Practice 
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Mark your calendar... 

10 

 

  

  

 January 2018 

Wednesday, January 3 Financial Peace University Begins 6:30pm 

Sunday, January 7  Monthly Prayer Meeting 6:00pm 

Tuesday, January 9 Missions Prayer Ministry 10:30am @ Alaire Irish’s 

Sunday, January 14 Youth Broccoli & Bratwurst @ Brock’s 6:00pm 

Saturday, January 27 Youth Progressive Dinner TBD 

 

 February 2018 

 

Sunday, February 11*  Monthly Prayer Meeting 6:00pm 

Tuesday, February 13 Missions Prayer Ministry 10:30am @ Alaire Irish’s 

Sunday, February 18– 
      Tuesday, February 20 Youth Winter Camp TBD 

 
*Note the date change from the 1st Sunday of the month 
 

 March 2018 
Sunday, March 4  Monthly Prayer Meeting 6:00pm 

Tuesday, March 13 Missions Prayer Ministry 10:30am @ Alaire Irish’s 

Friday, March 9 Youth to Tim Hawkins’ Concert TBD 

Sunday, March 11 Youth Pizza @ Borton’s 6:00–8:00pm 

Saturday, March 24 Church Work Day 9:00am–2:00pm 

Friday, March 30 Good Friday 
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                                  Commit to Reading Your Bible        from the desk of Pastor Ryan 

Wow, 2018 is a month away! 

Where has the time gone? We say 

this every year, but every year we 

are shocked at how fast time has 

passed. Yet, it is time for us to look 

forward to how we can worship and serve the Lord 

better in the coming year. One of the ways that we 

can accomplish this is through a renewed commit-

ment to our personal time in the Word. As the 

psalmist says, “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a 

light to my path” (Ps 119:105); thus we need God’s 

Word to guide us each day. 
 

The good news is 

that the Bible is a 

perfectly capable 

guide, better than 

any GPS or maps 

app on your phone.                  

Psalm 19:7-9              

provides us with a 

comprehensive list of the Bible’s sufficient capabili-

ties. First, it is able to revive our soul (v. 9a), mean-

ing that it gives newness of life and invigorates us 

with strength. The Scripture also makes one wise          

(v. 9b) since it reveals Christ, “in whom are hidden 

all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Col 

2:3). The Word of God rejoices the heart (Ps 19:8a), 

giving us lasting joy and peace. The Bible also enlight-

ens our eyes (v. 8b) as the source of truth and hope. 

God’s Word endures forever (v. 9a), being perfectly 

relevant and applicable in any age and at any stage in 

your life. Finally, it is righteous altogether (v. 9b) as 

the perfect tool the Lord uses to train you in right-

eousness (2 Tim 3:16). In short, the Bible provides us 

with strength, wisdom, joy, hope, transcendent truth, 

and equipping righteousness. Is there a better tool 

out there? 
 

Since the Scripture is the powerfully effective tool 

God uses to equip us for godly living, may I suggest 

some reading plans that you can employ in 2018?  

Ligonier Ministries has put together a helpful list of 

different Bible reading plans along with pdf down-

loads so that you can print off the plan and stick it in 

your Bible for convenience. Here is the website: 
 

 http://www.ligonier.org/blog/bible-reading-plans/ 
 

Each plan has its benefits, so I encourage you to in-

vestigate them for yourself to see what might work 

best for you. Let me highlight a few: 
 

 5-Day Reading Program. This plan schedules out 

your Bible reading for five days a week so that on 

the off days you can focus on a small group study 

you might be involved in, a theology book you would 

like to read, or on 

playing catch up, 

because we know 

life happens. Jen and 

I have used this plan 

in 2017 and really 

enjoyed it. 
 

Robert Murray M’Cheyne Bible Reading Plan: 

M’Cheyne, a Presbyterian pastor and missionary in 

the 1800’s, designed this program that has you read-

ing the New Testament and the Psalms twice in a 

year and the Old Testament once.  
 

Professor Grant Horner’s Bible Reading Sys-

tem: Horner, a professor at The Master’s Universi-

ty, has you read very broadly. Under his system, you 

will read one chapter from ten different lists each 

day. That’s right, TEN chapters a day. This helps the 

reader get a good overview as well as make some 

connections between different parts of the Bible, and 

you end up reading the whole Bible at least twice in 

a year and some sections three or four times.  
 

God’s Word is the authoritatively sufficient source 

of truth and guidance (2 Pet 1:3). We need the Bible 

so that we might know God and how He wants us to 

live. May we renew our commitment to spend time 

in His Word in the coming year! 

http://www.ligonier.org/blog/bible-reading-plans/
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