
 

  

priesthood of the Greek Orthodox church. But 

God and Takis had other plans—to bring the gos-

pel to a people living in utter darkness. 
 

Over the next several years, Takis and April 

struggled to start a protestant church on the   

island. Converts were few and the opposition was 

great. The three most power-

ful people on the island of   

Zakynthos are the priests, the 

police, and the teachers. When 

the priests and the police team 

up, they are pretty powerful. 

That was the opposition that 

Takis was up against. Every 

time he tried to do something the priest would 

call the police and they would give Takis grief. 
 

Several years ago, after being asked to leave yet 

another rental property, Takis converted an old 

barn his family owned into a church building and 

began meeting there. The opposition continued! 

The Greeks were told that the church was a cult 

and that they must stay away. Many people were 

afraid to even step foot on the property.  

August 
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This is Big! from the desk of Pastor John 

I have known Takis Korianitis since the late 

1980s. I was a youth pastor when we first met. 

At that time, one of my youth leaders was a 

young fiery red-head by the name of April.  

Apparently Takis asked her out and she told 

him that he needed to come to church with 

her first. He did attend and that started a 

chain of events that will reverberate through 

eternity. 
 

Takis came from the island of Zakynthos off 

the west coast of the Greek mainland. He was 

raised in the Greek Orthodox church and had 

been groomed to be a priest on that island 

since he was young. While visiting the church 

where April and I served, he heard things 

preached that were contrary to the teachings 

he had heard growing up. He 

decided to confront the pas-

tor about his error, but be-

fore doing so, he went to the 

priest of the Greek Ortho-

dox church in the area to 

make sure he knew what to 

say. When he asked the 

priest, he didn’t get biblical 

answers—in fact none of the answers he re-

ceived from the priest satisfied. Over the 

course of several conversations with the    

Orthodox priest and the pastor of the church, 

God brought Takis to saving faith.  
 

Takis and April married at the end of 1989 

and Takis joined the U.S. Army. After serving, 

he needed to go back to Zakynthos, where he 

he was expected to take his place among the 
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“God is working in the 

lives of many adults on 

the Greek island of 

Zakynthos and He is using 

a kid’s camp to do it.” 



 

  

               This is Big!       continued from page 1 
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Takis’ strategy turned to the kids and he started 

a summer camp program. Six kids were at the 

first camp: two were his, two were the children 

of a pastor on the mainland, and there were 

two others. The camp remained relatively small 

from year to year. Then they stopped having 

camp altogether because they didn’t have the 

funds or the people to run one. In 2017, we 

sent Takis an email asking if he could use a 

short-term team during the summer. He re-

sponded almost immediately, and the camp was 

back on. Over 30 children 

showed up that summer! 

The results have been more 

far-reaching than any of us 

imagined. The gospel went 

to the kids and that opened 

the door to several parents, 

some of whom have come 

to Christ. 
 

We decided that we had to 

go back this summer and 

help again. This year over 60 

children came! While that is 

a true blessing, there is much 

more to the story. Some-

thing truly miraculous took place this year. 

While collecting registrations for the kids the 

week before camp, Takis received a call from 

one of the Greek Orthodox priests. The expec-

tation was more threats and filing of complaints 

with the police, but that was not the case! The 

priest asked Takis if it was okay to bring his two 

grandchildren to the camp! This is beyond huge! 

In order for a child to attend camp the parents 

(or grandparents) must sign a form granting 

permission for us to give them the gospel (it is 

illegal in Greece to evangelize anyone under 18 

without parental permission). The Orthodox 

priest would have to sign a document granting 

permission to give his grandchildren the gospel! 
 

When the priest showed up on the first day of 

camp, he was visibly uncomfortable. He signed 

the form and dropped off his grandchildren, 

then spoke with Takis for a few minutes. On 

Wednesday, he came back just to visit and to 

see how his grandchildren were doing. They 

wanted to stay and he was satisfied to let them. 

On the last day of camp, he came to pick up his 

grandchildren. He walked on 

to the church property a 

little easier this time and 

then he sat on the patio with 

Takis and chatted for about 

an hour! It’s hard for us in 

the west to fathom how 

huge that was.  
 

God is working in the lives 

of many adults on the Greek 

island of Zakynthos and He 

is using a kid’s camp to do it. 

Toward the end of the week 

Takis told the camp staff that 

he had a conversation with 

another Greek Orthodox 

man, who said to him, “The three most power-

ful people on the island are the priests, the po-

lice, and the teachers.” Then he said to Takis, 

knowing full-well that he is not Greek Ortho-

dox, “You are our priest.”  
 

After more than 20 years, God has shown Takis 

the softening of some of the hardest hearts on 

the island of Zakynthos. We thank our gracious 

Lord and Savior for allowing us to have a part in 

that ministry. I can’t think of a better invest-

ment in short-term missions than helping to run 

the camp in Zakynthos. It is having an effect that 

reaches much further than 65 kids! 

Pastor Takis (right) speaking to the 
Greek Orthodox priest who brought his 
grandchildren to the kids’ camp.  
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 Learning, Growing, and Connecting Through Small Groups by Dean Hazelton 

SIGN UP SUNDAYS ARE AUGUST 19 & 26 
 

The focus of EBC small group Bible studies is to study and reflect on the truth of God’s Word and apply the 

truth to ourselves and our world. Studying God’s Word helps us fulfill what Jesus said is the foremost com-

mandment in Mark 12:30, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 

with all your mind, and with all your strength.” 
 

On Sunday, August 19 and 26, both before and after the worship services, you will have an opportunity to sign 

up in the foyer for the various Bible studies. There will be at least 13 studies offered and leaders from the vari-

ous study groups will be available to answer any questions you might have.   
 

Here are the studies that will be available this fall.   
 
AT THE CHURCH:  
 

 
 

IN HOMES:  
 

 

More information about location of home studies, starting dates, and study guides being used will be available 

at the August 19 and 26 sign-up event.  
 

In the meantime, if you have any questions about Eastridge small group Bible studies, please contact Dean                 

Hazelton at 253-852-4388 or deanhaz@earthlink.net. 

Day / Time Study For Leader 

Mondays @ 2:00pm The Prophets & Biblical History Women Jeannie Osterman 

Mondays @ 6:30pm Joshua: Daily in the Lord’s Strength Women Cherryl Boston 

Mondays @ 7:00pm Genesis – MacArthur Study Guide Men Steve Pate 

Tuesdays @ 6:30pm Apologetics/Evangelism Coed Max Carlton 

Thursdays @ 9:30am Thinking Heavenward – Kristi Gant Women Pat Haylor 

Thursdays @ 9:30am Philippians Study Guide Women Pam Smith 

Fridays @ 5:30am 1 Timothy & Theological Book Men Andy Craig 

Day/Time Study For Leader 

Sundays 

1st Sunday: 5:00pm at Eastridge 

2nd–4th Sundays: 6:00pm at 

Busick’s 

Daniel Study Guide Coed Hal Busick 

2nd and 4th Sundays @ 7:00pm One Another’s New Testament Coed Jeff Benjamin 

Tuesdays @ 7:00pm Romans Study Guide 
Coed – Young 

Marrieds 

Phil Dudley & 

Samuel Blakey 

1st & 3rd Wednesdays @ 

7:00pm 
Hebrews Study methodology Coed Dean Hazelton 

1st & 3rd Thursdays @ 7:00pm Hebrews Study guide & book Coed Derek Iverson 

1st and 3rd Fridays @ 7:00pm TBD                         Coed 
T. Tolonen / R. 

Turnbull 
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The Blakey’s are registered at Target and                         
Babylist.com. Instead of a card, please bring 
a children’s book! To contribute to a group 

gift, contact Nicole 

This year’s kids’ Bible camp on the Greek is-

land of Zakynthos was truly an international 

experience! Members of the staff were from 

Greece, the U.S., Egypt, and Great Britain. Of 

the 65 campers in attendance, 14 countries 

were represented including Albania, Bulgaria, 

China, England, France, Greece, Holland, Iran, 

Iraq, Pakistan (Sri Lanka), Romania, Russia, 

Switzerland, and the U.S. Most of the children 

were from Greek Orthodox homes. 
 

Each of the Eastridge team members prepared 

for the trip by completing and discussing the 

12 lessons in the Fundamentals of the Faith 

workbook; preparing a one-minute gospel 

presentation; preparing a 3-4 minute personal 

testimony to be presented at the camp; writ-

ing a script for a wordless skit from the Bible and directing it; and raising their own support for the trip. 
 

Takis Korianitis, our missionary to Greece, has been running this summer camp since 2005 and this is the sec-

ond year in a row that Eastridge has sent a team to 

help at the camp. Praise God that this year the camp 

had the highest attendance ever! Takis said that since 

the last camp in 2017, he has seen walls falling down 

between himself and people of the Greek Orthodox 

faith on the island. The relationships he has cultivated 

and the reputation he has established as a caring per-

son over the past 22 years are beginning to bear fruit 

among the Greek Orthodox community. Truly an 

amazing thing!  
 

Takis mentioned many times that without our team, the camp could not have happened, and we are grateful to 

the Lord for the opportunity to share God’s love and the gospel with the children of Zakynthos.  

4 

 

Eastridge would like to extend a warm                  

welcome to our newest members: 

Jesse and Lauren Sheridan 

Diana Lilly 
 

If you are interested in becoming a member of 

Eastridge, check out the membership require-

ments and download the necessary member-

ship documents on our website at 

www.eastridgebaptist.org. Go to the 

About menu and select Become a Member. 

                       Breaking Down Barriers in Zakynthos, Greece   by Cathy Mickelson 

(Baby Blakey is a girl!) 
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stands taller than the rest, is when we discussed 

the kingdom Jesus will rule over. No sickness, dis-

aster, death or sin—who can fathom a world like 

that? Only joy, peace, perfect friendship, food, and 

best of all God Himself given fully to us—this is  

Jesus’ kingdom. Some of the kids seemed to fill 

with the wonder over a kingdom like that. We are 

sojourners in this broken world. Our citizenship is 

in heaven for those who trust in Christ. There are 

many joys here, but they are just a taste of the de-

lights we will have when Jesus returns and rules 

forever.  

5. I love our church. Nearly 90 people from Eastridge 

gave their time and 

effort in some way to 

support this ministry. 

And it was entirely 

financially supported 

through the giving of 

Eastridge attenders. 

This allowed over 100 

kids to come for free 

and hear the gospel in what we hope was a memo-

rable week for them. God has worked through the 

generosity of His people. 

6. The resurrection of Jesus Christ continues to bear 

the weight of my entire faith. Christ resurrected 

means His payment on the cross was sufficient, His 

identity as the sinless Son of God true, His role as 

king confirmed, His reign endless, His power un-

contestable, His conquest over sin and death veri-

fied, our future hope of a resurrected life secured. 

This truth was the turning point in the week. A 

crucified and dead king has no endless kingdom. 

But a crucified and risen king has an endless king-

dom! 

7. The gospel for kids is the same as the gospel for 

adults. While the language may be simpler and the 

examples specific to their age, Jesus Christ came to 

save sinners the same way, no matter the age. 

Therefore, all need to hear the message of His life, 

death, resurrection, and of faith and repentance. 

                                                 VBS Reflections                      from the desk of Pastor Andrew 

VBS was an adventure again this year. Much more 

could be said, but here are a few reflections: 

1. The gospel is the best story that can possibly be 

told. A daring rescue by a brave king: Jesus Christ, 

the King of Glory has come to rescue us from the 

domain of darkness. A costly sacrifice: King Jesus 

gave everything when He died on the cross to res-

cue us. A conquest over an undefeated enemy: on-

ly this King could conquer sin and death, two ene-

mies which had been previously undefeated. The 

impossible being made possible: Jesus rose to life 

after being dead, stripping death of the threat it 

held over us. A glorious kingdom to come: the 

kingdom of heaven 

will surpass all 

earthly kingdoms in 

its perfections. And 

the best part of it 

all, is that it is all 

true, which makes 

it the most im-

portant story to be 

told. This is not just a story, it’s a newsflash, head-

line, history, the difference between life and death. 

Therefore, it must be central to all that is done in 

VBS or any other ministry. 

2. Our volunteers are amazing. VBS is a mass of de-

tails which will not function without an army of 

volunteers, each doing their task. I’ve seen our vol-

unteers drop everything to go and get something 

done that needs to be done. They do it joyfully 

and without complaining. 

3. VBS is a lot of fun because kids are a lot of fun. 

Children are a gift from the Lord; I’m sure in more 

ways than one. Their easy laughs and quick smiles 

brighten the day even if their poor listening and 

high energy makes the day longer. Joy over jump 

ropes, and sword-fights, and treats is a reminder of 

the joy we ought to have at the good and simple 

gifts the Lord gives to us. 

4. Of the many highlights from the week, one that 



 

  

Enjoying Family and Friends at Celebration Sunday 
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Photos courtesy of Suzanne Kearney 



 

  

body parts begin to break down. Activities that used 

to be simple become more laborious, even something 

as basic as standing or walking. Inevitably, each per-

son’s limited strength will give out entirely in death. 

God is the one who has given us life, and all life will 

return to Him in the end (vv. 6-7). 
 

This passage serves as a warning to the reader: We 

do not know how much time we have on this earth, 

so we must make the best use of the time and energy 

that has been given to us right now. 
 

How then do we use our time and energy to remem-

ber our Creator? Primarily, we ought to commit our-

selves to reading and studying the Word of God, so 

that we may know who God is and what He has done 

for His creation. Building good habits like this while 

we are young will set a precedent for the rest of our 

lives. Then, as we grow in this understanding, our ac-

tions are conformed more to what our Creator de-

sires of us. This falls in line with the concluding state-

ment of Ecclesiastes: “The end of the matter; all has 

been heard. Fear God and keep His commandments, 

for this is the whole duty of man” (12:13).  
 

What we learn about God from His Word will give 

us a righteous, reverential fear of His omnipotence 

and authority over all creation. That knowledge and 

fear will lead to one proper response: obedience. As 

the ultimate authority in our lives, God has laid out in 

Scripture how we ought to live in a way that pleases 

Him. Our responsibility is to heed His commands. 

This is the most important duty that we have in life: 

recognizing God’s ultimate authority and obeying Him 

as such. 
 

This routine of remembering your Creator, growing 

in understanding of who He is, and living in obedience 

to what He commands may be easier to establish 

when you’re young, but that does not exclude anyone 

over a certain age. The Lord can work in a person’s 

heart regardless of their age. Throughout our lives, 

we continue to learn and grow in this routine, but we 

can’t do that apart from God’s Word. Take time to-

day to open the Bible and remember your Creator. 
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                                            Remember Your Creator       from the desk of Pastor Samuel 

“You can’t teach an old dog new tricks.” This phrase 

is most often used today as an excuse to not learn a 

new way of doing something. People tend to set 

themselves into certain routines, and as the years go 

by those routines become harder and harder to 

break. For this reason, it is important to establish a 

foundation of good routines early in life, routines that 

will benefit you as you continue to grow and mature. 
 

The most important routine to establish can be taken 

from Ecclesiastes 12:1 – “Remember your Creator in 

the days of your youth.” This is a command, and this 

kind of remembrance is an active one. It is more than 

simply having a knowledge bank of memorized verses 

and Bible facts that don’t impact your life or saying 

rote prayers in certain situations. When the Israelites 

were commanded to “remember the Sabbath 

day” (Exodus 20:8), it meant more than just mentally 

acknowledging that a certain day is the Sabbath. The 

purpose of remembering the Sabbath was to actively 

honor it as a holy day set apart by the Lord. This 

same principle applies in Ecclesiastes 12. Your under-

standing of God your Creator, and how you remem-

ber your Creator, should have an immense impact on 

how you live your life.  
 

What are some things you can remember easily, that 

you tend to think about constantly? Those things will 

have an effect on who you are and how you will live 

for years to come. They form a foundation on which 

you will continue to build for the rest of your life. So 

be intentional to remember God your Creator, to lay 

a good foundation in your thoughts. Devote a signifi-

cant amount of time to study Scripture, where God 

has revealed Himself to us. Learn as much as you can 

about who God is and what He has done for His cre-

ation. 
 

This is why Ecclesiastes says to remember your Crea-

tor while you are young. Very soon you won’t be so 

young anymore. As we grow older, we lose more of 

the strength and stamina we once had. Ecclesiastes 

12:1-5 provides a list of analogies that describe how 

calamities can come upon a person, and how different 
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Eastridge has partnered once again with East Hill Elementary school to ensure that all students are equipped with 

the school supplies they need to be successful learners. You can help by donating new school supplies that will go 

to those students whose parents do not have the means to purchase them. This year the school is in need of:   
 
 

• Pencil Sharpeners with case 

• Dividers (package of at least 5 ct.) 

• Two-bottom-pocketed plastic folders (any color)  

• Two-bottom-pocketed cardboard folders (any color)  

• Glue sticks – any size or color (no liquid bottles, please) 

• Colored pencils (packages of 10 or 12)  

• Colored markers (packages of 10 or 12)  

• Whiteboard markers (dark colors) 

• 3-ring notebooks: 2-inch (any color) or bigger (5th & 6th graders need these to hold several subjects)  

• Blunt-ended scissors (no pointed ones, please)  

• Sticky note pads (any color) 

• Composition notebooks (wide rule) 

• Spiral bound notebooks (wide rule) 

Chrissy Mickelson 8/18 

Linda Pate 8/19 

Carol Buehler 8/19 

Stephen Mickelson 8/19 

Jonathan Skeith 8/20 

Benjamin Kusack 8/21 

Emily Goheen 8/22 

Sean Kelsey 8/23 

Marlene Mansukhani 8/23 

Annika Mayes 8/24 

Clement Eng 8/26 

Amy Weller 8/27 

Nicole Dudley 8/28 

Kelly Tolonen 8/28 

Katie Ritchie 8/28 

Jo Aranowski 8/28 

Steve Mozel 8/28 

Nazar Brichka 8/28 

Ziva Freeman 8/30 

Katie Teeler 8/31 

Henry McArdel 8/31 

 

Anniversaries 

Aaron and Kaylea Merrill 

8/2 

Sal and Shannon Guevara 

8/3 

Jon and Stephanie Knipp 

8/3 

Bruce and Karen Diehl 8/8 

Tom and Lisa Horne 8/11 

Steve and Judy Peltekian 

8/12 

Samuel and Shannon              

Blakey 8/15 

Daniel and Raquel Turner 

8/17 

Dean and Pat Hazelton 

8/17 

David Dantzcher and Noel 

Ahlstrom 8/18 

Nazar and Lily Brichka 8/23 

Mike and Valerie McCafferty 

8/25 

Pete and Pam Emme 8/25 

Christian and Teresa 

Saenger 8/25 

Stephen and KayLee Groot 

8/26 

Steve and Patty Mozel 8/27 

Mike and Joy Goheen 8/28 

Richard and Marjean 

Goheen 8/28 

Joe and Sarah Kusack 8/29 

Don and Jane Allen 8/31 

Dave and Heather Carleson 

8/31 

  

Ashley Small 8/1 

Ryan Sheridan 8/1 

Lauren Thompson 8/2 

Haley Ausen 8/3 

Silesh Mansukhani 8/4 

Brenton Ausen 8/5 

Kenna Thompson 8/7 

Jason Ausen 8/7 

Sarah Kusack 8/7 

Ron Sandelius 8/12 

Don Hunt 8/13 

Michael Aranowski 8/13 

Noah Skeith 8/14 

Andrew McInnis 8/14 

Cathy McMinn 8/14 

Carol Iverson 8/15 

Sam Martinez 8/17 

Rachelle Mayes 8/17 

Elise Trzeciak 8/17 

August Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Shop Summer Sales for School Supplies  

A donation bin is available in the foyer.  

If you have any questions about the 

school supply drive, please contact 

Cathy Mickelson at 253-569-3468 or 

camickelson@msn.com 
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Missions Prayer 
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5:00–8:30pm   

TaeKwonDo 
 

6:00pm Ladies’ 
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6:30–8:00pm  

Apologetics 

Group @ EBC 
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5:00–8:30pm   

TaeKwonDo 
 

6:00pm Ladies’ 

Study @ Busick’s 
 

6:30–8:00pm  

Apologetics 

Group @ EBC 
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 September 2018 

Sunday, September 2 Monthly Prayer Meeting 6:00pm 

Sunday, September 9 Adult Choir Practice 4:00–6:00pm (Youth Room) 

Sunday, September 9 Joyful Noise Begins 8:30am 

Tuesday, September 11 Missions Prayer Meeting 10:30am @ Alaire Irish’s 

Wednesday, September 19 Awana Clubs Begin 6:30–8:15pm 

Sunday, September 23 Adult Choir Practice 4:00–6:00pm (Youth Room)

  

 October 2018 

Sunday, October 7 Monthly Prayer Meeting 6:00pm 

Tuesday, October 9 Missions Prayer Meeting 10:30am @ Alaire Irish’s 

Friday, October 12 –  
     Saturday, October 13 Bible Quiz Meet  @ Eastridge  

Sunday, October 14 Adult Choir Practice 4:00–6:00pm (Youth Room) 

Friday, October 19 Men’s Dinner 6:00pm @ EBC 

Sunday, October 28 Adult Choir Practice 4:00–6:00pm (Youth Room) 

 

 November 2018 

Sunday, November 4 Monthly Prayer Meeting 6:00pm 

Sunday, November 11 Adult Choir Practice 4:00–6:00pm (Youth Room) 

Tuesday, November 13 Missions Prayer Meeting 10:30am @ Alaire Irish’s 

Thursday, November 22 Thanksgiving Day Office Closed 

Friday, November 23 Thanksgiving Break Office Closed 

Sunday, November 25 Adult Choir Practice 4:00–6:00pm (Youth Room) 
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                               Hearts Captivated by Christ    from the desk of Pastor Ryan 

It has been said that what rules our 

hearts rules our lives. In other 

words, what captivates our hearts 

motivates our thoughts, words, and 

actions, a truth clearly presented in 

the book of Colossians. This letter is written by the 

apostle Paul to a church with which he had no previ-

ous personal interaction. The church of Colossae 

was planted by Epaphras, who was saved under 

Paul’s ministry in Ephesus. False teaching was threat-

ening this congregation, and Paul wrote one of his 

most Christ-centered epistles to 

help solidify their faith. As with all 

of Paul’s letters, he makes plain the 

necessary connection between 

right faith and righteous living. 
 

To begin his letter, Paul highlights 

four truths about our Lord. First, 

Paul unashamedly declares that Je-

sus is God, “He is the image of the 

invisible God...in him all the fullness 

of God was pleased to dwell” (1:15, 

19). Christ came to earth to show 

us God, to make the invisible God 

visible. He was God in the flesh, co-

equal and co-eternal with God the 

Father. Second, Jesus is Creator, “For by him all 

things were created...all things were created through 

him and for him” (1:16). The earth, sun, moon, and 

stars exist by His power. You and I are alive today by 

His gracious work. Thirdly, Jesus is Sovereign, “He is 

the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in 

everything he might be preeminent” (1:18). That 

word preeminent means to be first, to have superior 

status, to hold the highest rank. Jesus has all authori-

ty as King of kings and Lord of lords. Fourth, Jesus is 

Savior, “...through him to reconcile to himself all 

things...making peace by the blood of his 

cross” (1:20). Jesus shed His blood as He died on the 

cross to save us from our sin and rebellion against a 

Holy God, placing us in a right relationship with Him. 
 

In light of these truths, Paul is equally clear about 

what our response must be. First he says that we are 

to “continue in the faith...not shifting from the hope 

of the gospel” (1:23). The gospel is not just some-

thing we need at the beginning of our salvation, but a 

necessity for every step we take with Christ. Paul 

goes on, “Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus 

the Lord, so walk in him” (2:6), meaning that the 

faith we have in Christ for salvation is the same faith 

we need for our sanctification. Second, we must set 

our minds on Christ, “...seek the things that are 

above, where Christ is...Set your minds on things 

above” (3:1-2). We constantly need 

to be thinking of Christ and the 

things of Christ. Thirdly, we must 

consistently engage in the process 

of putting off sin and putting on 

righteousness, “...put off the old 

self...put on the new self” (3:9-10). 

Paul provides a helpful list of sins 

to put off: sexual immorality, impu-

rity, passion, evil desire, and covet-

ousness, which is idolatry, anger, 

wrath, malice, slander, and obscene 

talk (3:5,8). He also gives a helpful 

list of righteous actions to put on: 

kindness, humility, meekness, pa-

tience, forgiveness, love, and thank-

fulness (3:12-17).   
 

Therefore, if we truly believe that Jesus is God, Cre-

ator, Sovereign, and Savior, we will continue in the 

faith, thinking of Christ, as we put off sin and put on 

righteousness. Thus, there is an inescapable link be-

tween what we believe and how we live. One exam-

ple that Paul uses is in the words we speak. He tells 

his audience “whatever you do, in word...do every-

thing in the name of the Lord Jesus” (3:17), meaning 

that for those whose hearts are ruled by Christ, that 

will be reflected in the words they use. What do 

your words reveal about what, or who, rules your 

heart? Jesus is our great God and Savior and gave us 

all we need for life and godliness. May our words  

reveal that our hearts are truly captivated by Christ! 
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