
 

  

about Christ.  
 

The six-day camp was a tremendous success!  

Forty kids started the week (36 finished) and only 

4 or 5 of the kids had ever been to a Bible-

believing church. Most had never heard of the 

Christ of the Bible! It is hard for us to fathom that 

people can grow up without hear-

ing about Christ.  
 

We were blessed to witness the 

power of God at work in the lives 

of the kids at the camp as well as 

in many of the adults. Parents 

who would never think of setting 

foot inside the church, came to 

the camp and heard the children 

sing songs about the glory of God and then 

watched and listened as their own children told 

them Bible stories using puppets. We saw many 

kids at the end of the week reading the Bible for 

the first time and some did not want to put it 

down! It was both thrilling and convicting to 

watch. We saw adults, touched by the love we 

had for the kids, desire to help make the camp a 

August 
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                    Unforeseen Consequences from the desk of Pastor John 

A couple of years ago, I was invited by our 

missionary to Greece to conduct a leadership 

conference at his church. When I arrived, I 

was picked up by two missionaries and shown 

around Athens. It was thrilling to see the 

Acropolis, the Parthenon, and the Stoa in per-

son. It is difficult to describe the thrill I felt 

when I stood on top of Mars Hill, a large rock 

(also known as the Areopagus) where Paul 

stood to explain the work of God, the need 

for repentance, and the truth of the           

resurrection to the philosophers of the day. 

As we toured the ruins of ancient Corinth, it 

was amazing to see the places that I read 

about in the book of Acts, places where the 

apostle Paul planted a church, preached for 

two years, and addressed in 

two New Testament books. 
 

Last month I had the oppor-

tunity to return to Greece, 

but this time I was not alone. I 

was with eight others from 

our church. We were headed 

there to help our missionaries 

run a week-long camp for kids 

7–12 years of age. The camp is a vital ministry 

for the church because it provides an oppor-

tunity to share the gospel with minors. In 

Greece, it is illegal to proselytize (evangelize) 

anyone under the age of 21 without parental 

permission. In order for the kids to attend 

camp, the parents had to sign a medical re-

lease form and permission slip which clearly 

stated that their children would be taught 
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“By Thursday, they were 

clamoring to sing songs of praise 

to God and by Friday, there 

were several campers, sitting in 

the grass, on sidewalks, in tents, 

and at picnic tables, reading the 

Bible.” 
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                      Unforeseen Consequences        continued from page 1 
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success; one such gentleman showed no inter-

est in the things of God, but he was used by 

God to supply free food for the camp.  
 

We will not know until we get to eternity the 

extent of the impact of the camp. In all proba-

bility, if any of the children did come to saving 

faith in Christ, their parents will likely never  

allow them to attend any church other than the 

Greek Orthodox Church, where they will nev-

er hear of the God of the Bible or His Son,          

Jesus Christ. We must 

trust God’s sovereign 

power to guard them 

until they are adults. 
 

In all candor, we          

expected God’s Word 

to have an impact on 

both kids and adults. 

We expected to show 

the love of Christ to 

others and to build 

relationships. We ex-

pected to work hard 

and to be used to 

make sure the camp 

ran smoothly. We did expect to be a blessing to 

our missionaries and our Christian brothers and 

sisters. We did expect to be impacted by tour-

ing some of the cites we read about in the New 

Testament. Perhaps the impact of some of 

those things were greater than we expected, 

but they were expected nonetheless. 
 

For me, the camp provided two unforeseen 

consequences. First, I did not foresee the im-

pact that the campers would have on me. By 

Thursday, they were clamoring to sing songs of 

praise to God and by Friday, there were several 

campers, sitting in the grass, on sidewalks, in 

tents, and at picnic tables, reading the Bible. It 

was their free time—they could have been             

participating in any number of activities—and 

they choose to read their Bible. Their desire to 

read the Bible and sing praises to God was con-

victing. I had to examine my own heart and ask 

myself when was the last time I was that enthu-

siastic about God’s Word and singing praises to 

Him? 
 

Second, I did not expect to be impacted by our 

own team. It was an 

unexpected blessing to 

be able to hang out 

with the young men 

and women that came 

on this trip! I had so 

much fun spending 

time with them; I have 

not laughed so much 

in years! In addition to 

the fun of hanging 

around 18–24-year-

olds for two weeks, I 

was blessed by watch-

ing their servant hearts 

at work. They were 

willing to do anything that needed to be done, 

regardless of the task. Two (Ashly & Joel) vol-

unteered to get up an hour early each morning 

to clean the bathrooms so April, the mission-

ary’s wife, did not have to. That type of attitude 

was present in every member of the team. I 

never heard any of them complain. They just 

wanted to be used by God—and they were! I 

was a proud (I use that in the best sense of the 

word) pastor! I am not only honored to be 

their pastor, I am honored to have served with 

them and to call them my friends! 

The young adults on the Greece mission team: 
Left to right: Silas Tuthill, Belén Elliott, Kelly Tolonen, 
Ashly Barrios, Amanda Barrios, Joel McCafferty 
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     God’s Grace Alone                     by Silas Tuthill 

There is a joyful awe that naturally comes from pray-

ers being answered affirmatively and watching God 

display His power in changing lives. The Greece short

-term mission team, and many others, had been pray-

ing for this trip since March. We knew when we left 

on the trip that we were heading to Greece to staff a 

kids camp on the 

island of Zakynthos. 

Just how God was 

going to change lives 

was the unknown 

we were praying for, 

but by the end of 

the week long camp, 

even our expecta-

tions were wildly 

surpassed! God is 

truly “able to do be-

yond all that we can 

ask or think” (Ephesians 3:20). To be able to experi-

ence and see His handiwork was incredible.  
 

Our tasks over each 16-hour day may not have been 

glamorous, but were absolutely vital. We did every-

thing we could, from serving meals, cleaning bath-

rooms, supervising kids swimming in the sea, and just 

spending time with—and showing love to—the camp-

ers. We were also able to perform pantomimes of 

different parables from the Bible, such as The Parable 

of the Sower, The Good Samaritan, and The Prodigal 

Son, as well as share our testimonies with the kids. 

All that we did was done with a mindset of creating a 

stepping stone for the gospel by building bridges so 

that those who had never heard the Good News of 

Jesus would hear it for the first time, via those who 

spoke the Greek language. 
 

We saw the Spirit working in the kids’ hearts, wheth-

er it was through them clamoring to sing hymns of 

praise to God, or their excitement and fervor in read-

ing God’s Word as much as they could. They asked 

question after question about what they were            

reading, and 

throughout the 

camp they de-

sired to learn 

and grow more. 

We witnessed 

changed hearts 

and lives, and the 

only explanation 

was God’s grace 

alone. He used 

us, not because 

of how great our 

abilities might be, but because He alone changes 

hearts. What a great and beautiful God we serve! 
 

Though there was a language barrier, the island of 

Zakynthos is a tourist destination, so many of the kids 

continued on pg. 4 



 

  

We would like to thank our family at 

Eastridge for all your prayers, love and 

support. It was both an encourage-

ment to us and the church in Zakyn-

thos, as well as an effective power in 

its working of the gospel (James 5:16). 
 

To the praise of God’s glory, 

The Greece Team  
 

spoke English. Even those who 

didn’t speak the same language 

we did, understood the language 

of love. We had the opportunity 

to pour our hearts into every-

thing we did, out of love for 

them, and they saw that.  
 

In the end, we were able to be 

used by God, and bring glory to 

His name, by His grace alone. 

How do things like cleaning, 

playing games, and preparing 

meals show the gospel and bring glory to God? By 

His power and grace alone. It was such a faith-builder 

to see the prayers we had prayed for months an-

swered beyond what we could have hoped for, in 

such vivid ways. We are praising God for the amazing 

work He has done in changing lives through His  

powerful Word. 
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If someone asked you if you have a Realm account at 

Eastridge, how would you respond? (Realm is our 

web-based communications tool). 
 

Many people believe they have a Realm account              

because they receive emails generated out of Realm 

any time someone posts information in the Prayer 

Wall or Classified groups. However, that does not 

mean that you have a Realm account—all it means is 

that you have a Realm profile. Beyond receiving the 

emails, having a Realm profile does not give you           

access to any of the Realm features. 
 

Realm profile versus a Realm account  

Everyone who regularly attends Eastridge and has 

provided the office with their contact information has 

a Realm profile. This is basically your contact infor-

mation plus some additional personal information 

such as birthdate, membership status, anniversary 

date, marital status, shepherding elder, and complet-

ed classes (eg. Eastridge 101).  
 

God’s Grace Alone (continued from page 3) 

Do You Really Have a Realm Account? 
A Realm account, on the other hand, allows you to: 

 post information on the Prayer Wall and Classi-

fieds group 

 comment on other people’s posts 

 view all your EBC giving/tithing 

 join groups 

 RSVP to group events 

 register online for Eastridge events 

 find other people’s contact information 

Each individual user must create their Realm account 

by registering their email address and a password           

using the Register Now option on the Realm sign-in 

screen located at www.onrealm.org/ebc. So, if you 

want to access all the great features of Realm, you’ll 

need to create your account and log in. Need help 

with that? Realm user guides, which explain the          

account registration process, are available in the foyer 

on the Welcome Table. Or, feel free to contact the 

church office at kim@eastridgebaptist.org or               

253-630-2327. We’d love to help! 



 

  

“Welcome to the Good News Clues Detective Agency!” That was the refrain that kicked off each night of VBS 

this year. Kids became detectives at our Good News Clues VBS. Each night had them solving cases and learn-

ing detective essentials at the detective training academy obstacle course. They followed carefully the life of 

missionary William Carey. The great mystery for the week was learning what God wants us to know. To crack 

that mystery, we looked each night to Jesus Christ to learn that God wants us to know that He speaks, saves, 

reigns, and loves by His Son. And through it all, God wants us to know Him through His Son. A staff of nearly 

80 volunteers and countless hours of their grace-filled labors led to a week where God was honored, and, we 

pray, little ones brought to an understanding of “God’s mystery, which is Christ” (Col 2:2). 
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    VBS 2017: “God’s Mystery, Which is Christ”       from the desk of Pastor Andrew 

Vacation 

Bible 

School 2017 
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AmazonSmile 
If you are an Amazon shopper, we’d like to remind 

you to shop through AmazonSmile. The AmazonSmile 

Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price 

from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to 

Eastridge (the purchase price is the amount paid for 

the item minus any rebates and excluding shipping & 

handling, gift-wrapping fees, taxes, or service charges.) 
 

The easiest way to ensure that Eastridge is the non-

profit organization you support through Ama-

zonSmile, enter the following into your web browser 

the first time you use AmazonSmile: 

smile.amazon.com/ch/91-1139998  

This will automatically assign Eastridge as the recipient 

of 0.5% of your purchases. From then on, you can use 

the web address smile.amazon.com to shop and 

Eastridge will automatically be credited with 0.5% of 

your purchases. 
 

The rest of your purchase experience on                       

smile.amazon.com is the same as if you shopped 

through amazon.com. 

                             Grow Your Faith Through Small Groups             by Dean Hazelton 

The kids who attended Vacation Bible School in 

July learned that God speaks to us in the Bible 

through His Son, Jesus, and we “hear” what He 

has to say by studying the Bible. This does not 

just apply to kids, but to each of us. This fall, 

both existing and new Bible studies will be 

starting up, so you’ll have an opportunity to 

join in one of our small groups and learn more 

about who God is and how He wants us to live. 
 

There were 13 Eastridge small groups studying 

the Bible this last year and those who attended 

saw how the application of biblical truths can 

transform lives so we become more like Jesus Christ. We are expecting two or three additional groups to 

start this year.  
 

There are a variety of small group options, including: daytime or evening women’s groups; an evening men’s 

group; home-based Bible study groups that are mostly coed; and age-specific groups such as the college-career 

group.  
 

Belonging to one of these groups is wonderful opportunity to study God’s Word, grow your faith, pray togeth-

er, care for one another, and fellowship with new and old friends.  
 

Look for bulletin announcements and sign-up sheets in August and early September. Most groups start in              

September or early October and meet through May or early June. In the meantime, if you have any questions 

about small groups, please contact Dean Hazelton at 253-852-4388 or deanhaz@earthlink.net. 

Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are 
to grow up in every way into him who is the 
head, into Christ    ~ Ephesians 4:15, ESV 
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On Monday, July 17, on a beautiful summer evening, the Eastridge Softball team capped off a successful playoff 

run to win the Church League Recreational Division championship! During the playoffs, Eastridge Softball out-

scored their opponents 98 to 36 and in the final game, they beat the Faith Baptist team 17-7 to capture the 

title. Eastridge had to get past four other teams to win their division: Tone Squad (not sure what church that 

is…); Real Life Church (Green); Faith Baptist; Kent Covenant; and Lake Sawyer. Way to go, Eastridge Softball! 
 

The church softball league is hosted by Kent Parks and Recreation, and games are typically played at Hogan 

Park at Russell Road on Monday nights.  There are two seasons: the first season normally runs from mid-April 

to mid-June, (however, this year with all the rain at the beginning of the year, the games pushed into July); the 

second season is shorter and is for the months of July and August. This year EBC’s team will only play the first 

season.   

 

EBC attender, Chris Freeman, took over as manager this year, with help from EBC member, Josh Peyton. Says 

Chris of the team, “We try to keep it to regular church attendees, and have only had males as far as I can re-

member, but league rules state that for church league, females can play as well. The league rules for the church 

league also state that 60% of the team must be regular church attendees.  Even though it is considered a "rec" 

division, it is fairly competitive, but we always welcome anyone who wants to give it a shot.” 
 

There is a fee to play on the team as the league fee this year was $1200 per team. So, it depends on how many 

players join as to what each player has to pay.   
 

Anyone who is interested in joining the team can contact Chris at freemanc80@gmail.com or Josh Peyton at                     

joshpaw@gmail.com.   

    Eastridge Softball Captures the Division Championship 

Front row left to right: Chris Freeman, Josh Peyton, Isaac Stegman, Adam Johnson. Back row left to right: 
Jared Johnson, Eli Yarnold, Tony Teeler, Chris Jensen, Ryan Weller, Jeff Weller.  
 

Not pictured: Silas Tuthill, Jon Watson, Jonathan Skeith, Jon Body, Kyle Hammett.  

Ea
strid

ge Softb
a

ll 

2017 Church League Division Champions 
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Rachelle Mayes 8/17 

Elise Trzeciak 8/17 

Chrissy Mickelson 8/18 

Carol Buehler 8/19 

Stephen Mickelson 8/19 

Linda Pate 8/19 

Jonathan Skeith 8/20 

Benjamin Kusack 8/21 

Emily Goheen 8/22 

Debbie Wakefield 8/22 

Sean Kelsey 8/23 

Marlene Mansukhani 8/23 

Annika Mayes 8/24 

Clement Eng 8/26 

Amy Weller 8/27 

Jo Aranowski 8/28 

Nicole Dudley 8/28 

Steve Mozel 8/28 

Katie Ritchie 8/28 

Kelly Tolonen 8/28 

Ziva Freeman 8/30 

Henry McArdel 8/31 

Katie Teeler 8/31 

 

Anniversaries 

Ed and Debbie Wakefield 

8/1 

Aaron and Kaylea Merrill 

8/2 

Sal and Shannon Guevara 

8/3 

Jon and Stephanie Knipp 

8/3 

Bruce and Karen Diehl 8/8 

Tom and Lisa Horne 8/11 

Steve and Judy Peltekian 

8/12 

Samuel and Shannon            

Blakey 8/15 

Daniel and Raquel Turner 

8/17 

Dean and Pat Hazelton 

8/17 

Mike and Valerie               

McCafferty 8/25 

Pete and Pam Emme 8/25 

Christian and Teresa 

Saenger 8/25 

Matt and Amy Hurst 8/27 

Steve and Patty Mozel 8/27 

Mike and Joy Goheen 8/28 

Joe and Sarah Kusack 8/29 

Don and Jane Allen 8/31 

Dave and Heather 

Carleson 8/31 

 

Ryan Sheridan 8/1 

Ashley Small 8/1 

Lauren Thompson 8/2 

Haley Ausen 8/3 

Silesh Mansukhani 8/4 

Brenton Ausen 8/5 

Jason Ausen 8/7 

Kenna Hadden 8/7 

Sarah Kusack 8/7 

Luke Martinez 8/11 

Ron Sandelius 8/12 

Don Hunt 8/13 

Michael Aranowski 8/13 

Andrew McInnis 8/14 

Cathy McMinn 8/14 

Noah Skeith 8/14 

Carol Iverson 8/15 

Sam Martinez 8/17 

August Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 

MEN’S 

Begins September 18, 2017 

7:00–8:00pm at Eastridge 
 

Studying Genesis 1–11 using 

John MacArthur’s study guide 
Genesis 1 to 11: Creation, Sin, and 

the Nature of God 

$10 book fee applies 

Led by Steve Pate 
 

Watch for a sign-up 

sheet in the foyer in 

late August 

For more info, contact Steve at (253) 653-3049  

God’s Word 

Bible 
Quiz 1 Corinthians 

memorize 
learn 

c
o
m

p
e
t
e
 

re
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2 Corinthians 

Youth Bible Quizzing 

 Open to youth in grades 6 through 12 

 Practice weekly on Thursdays from 
5:00 to 6:15 pm at the church starting 
in late August/early September 

 Interested in joining the team?            
Contact coach Kristen Thompson at                   
kristenthompson1@live.com or                   
253-332-1693 

st
ud

y
 

tel:2536533049
tel:2533321693
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 Communion 

  

6:00–9:00pm 

10th 

Anniversary 

Celebration for 

Pastor John & 

Trisha 

(auditorium) 

  

  

  

  

  

5:00–8:30pm   

Tae Kwon Do 

  

 
 
 

9:30am 

Apologetics 

Group 

 1 2 

 

9:30am 

Apologetics 

Group 
  

6:30pm          

128 Student 

Ministries 
  

  

  

9 8 6 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

10 12 
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4 3 
  

  

5:00–7:00pm 

Thursday Church 
  

7:00pm College/

Career Study 
  

7:00pm Worship 

Team 

5 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

28 

  

  

  

6:00pm 

Monthly 

Prayer 

Meeting 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

2:00pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study (large 

portable)  

  

  

  

  

 2:00pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study (large 

portable)  

 

6:30pm Single 

Ladies’ Bible 

Study (main bldg 

classroom)   

22 

 

 

  
  

5:00–8:30pm   
Tae Kwon Do 

  

 

  

  

  
  

  

5:00–8:30pm   

Tae Kwon Do 

  

  

 

9:30am 

Apologetics 

Group 
  

6:30pm          

128 Student 

Ministries 
  

  

  

  

  

 

9:30am 

Apologetics 

Group 
  

6:30pm          
128 Student 

Ministries 
  

  
  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

12:00pm 

Primetimers’ 

BBQ at 

Kelsey’s 

  

  

16 

20 

19 18 17 

  

  

5:00–7:00pm 

Thursday Church 

  

7:00pm College/

Career Study 

  

7:00pm Worship 

Team 
  

15 

    

10:30am–

12:00pm 

Missions Prayer 

Ministry @ 

Alaire Irish’s 
  

5:00–8:30pm   

Tae Kwon Do 
  

6:30pm Elder 

Meeting 

14 13 

27 

26 25 

  

  
  

  

24 

31 

23 21 

 30 29 

  

  
  

  

5:00–7:00pm 

Thursday Church 
  

7:00pm College/

Career Study 
  

7:00pm Worship 

Team 
  
  

  
  

  

  

  

  

5:00–8:30pm   
Tae Kwon Do 

 

  

  

  

2:00pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study (large 

portable)  

  

  
  
  

2:00pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study (large 

portable)  

  
  

  

  

  

5:00–7:00pm 

Thursday Church 
  
  

7:00pm College/
Career Study 

  
  

7:00pm Worship 
Team 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

9:30am 

Apologetics 

Group 
  

 6:30pm          

128 Student 

Ministries 

 

  

  
  

  

5:00–7:00pm 

Thursday Church 
  

7:00pm College/

Career Study 
  

7:00pm Worship 

Team 
  
  

  
  

Youth Summer Camp @ Cascades Camp & Conference Center 

College Camping Trip 

College 
Camping Trip 

Career Camping Trip 

Career  
Camping Trip 



 

  

Mark your calendar... 
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  September 2017* 

Sunday, September 3 Monthly Prayer Meeting 6:00pm 

Sunday, September 12 Missions Prayer Meeting 10:30am @ Alaire Irish’s 

Monday, September 18 Men’s Bible study (Genesis) begins 7:00–8:00pm 

*Our fall adult Bible studies and children’s programs start up again in September after the              

summer break. Watch for more information about start-up dates and sign-up in the August bul-

letins and September newsletter. 

 

 October 2017 

Sunday, October 1 Monthly Prayer Meeting 6:00pm 

Tuesday, October 10 Missions Prayer Meeting 10:30am @ Alaire Irish’s 

Friday, October 13 Men’s Quarterly Dinner 6:00pm 

 

 November 2017 

Sunday, November 5 Monthly Prayer Meeting 6:00pm 

Tuesday, November 14 Missions Prayer Meeting 10:30am @ Alaire Irish’s 

Sunday, November 19 Thanksgiving Pie Social 6:00pm 

Thursday, November 23 Thanksgiving Day  

Friday, November 24 Offices Closed 
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                                     Good News at Day Camp    from the desk of Pastor Ryan 

One of the things that I love about 

youth ministry is watching the Lord 

at work in the lives of our students. 

There are many ways throughout 

the year that God brings growth 

and maturity in the teenagers of 

our church. One such way is through our service at 

Camp Gilead’s day camp program, an activity we 

have done three times now. Camp Gilead is a Chris-

tian camp in Carnation, WA, and the day camp pro-

gram is where parents of the surrounding communi-

ties bring their kindergarten through third grade chil-

dren to spend the day playing and learning about Je-

sus. Our students had a chance for a week in July to 

minister to about 50 children. 
 

The theme for day camp was 

the story of Daniel, but the fo-

cus was not solely upon Daniel. 

The Bible lessons explained 

how Daniel fit into the greater 

story of redemption that is pre-

sented throughout the Scrip-

ture. Our week started in Gen-

esis 1–3 and focused on how 

God created everything very 

good. However, through the 

sinful choices of Adam and Eve, all of humanity was 

condemned and in need of a Savior, a sin-crusher. 

Then we looked at Moses and the Law of God which 

exposes how short humanity fell from God’s holy 

standard. After that, we looked at David and how 

God promised the coming King who would rule in 

righteousness forever. This was followed by the sto-

ry of Daniel, which comes after the failure of numer-

ous human kings. Through it all, God continues to 

look forward to the Great King. That Great King is 

Jesus!  
 

The week climaxed on Friday when we looked at 

Jesus Christ who is the One who came as a baby, 

lived as a righteous man, and died on the cross to 

take our punishment for sin. He then rose again 

three days later and ascended back to His rightful 

place in heaven where He waits to bring His people 

to Himself one day. It is by faith in Christ that any-

one, young or old, can be forgiven of their sin, res-

cued from hell, and saved into heaven. This is the 

message of the gospel, this is the good news that the 

Bible proclaims, and this is the message that our stu-

dents had a chance to share with the kids at Camp 

Gilead. 
 

Yes, we had lots of fun. We played games, went 

swimming, read stories, and ate some pretty decent 

camp food. Running around with kindergarteners 

through third graders for ten hours a day can be a 

tiring affair for child and teenager alike. There were 

also some challenges. There were lots of scraped 

knees, many tired children, and many who did not 

want to eat their vegetables. 

Yet all the activity was only 

secondary to the main reason 

why those kids came to camp, 

and that was to hear about Je-

sus. The nine students who 

served at camp took their re-

sponsibility very seriously, and 

each one did a phenomenal job 

at showing the love of Christ 

through their words and their 

actions.  
 

Thank you for all the prayers and support. Our stu-

dents really appreciate it. Please enjoy some of the 

pictures that hopefully will give you a snap shot into 

how the Lord worked in and through our students 

during our week at Camp Gilead. 

continued on next page 
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