
 

Words are pretty powerful. Words can con-

vey tender compassion or fierce anger. They 

can calm the angry or provoke the calm. The 

Word of God is described as a sharp two-

edged sword (Heb. 4:12). The idea is that it 

cuts both ways. Metaphorically, the Word of 

God cuts to wound, and it cuts to heal. It is, at 

the same time, a weapon in the hand of the 

gospel warrior and a scalpel in the hand of the 

spiritual surgeon. When the Word of God is 

rightly used, it accomplishes whichever God 

intends. 

While there are passages intended to wound 

the conscience of the sinner in order to bring 

them to repentance, there are other passages 

that are intended to bring healing and joy. 

However, through misuse     

and misinterpretation some 

passages have been at the 

center of heated theological 

debate. 

The first chapter of Ephesians 

contains such passages. Some 

well-meaning Christians 

struggle with the language 

Paul used here and are 

forced to practice linguistic 

gymnastics in order to maintain a particular 

theological stance. Others simply take the pas-

sage in its most straight-forward sense and 

rejoice at what the passage teaches. Three key 

words are found in the first five verses. They 

are: “chose” (elected), “predestined,” and 

“adoption.” We looked at the subject of elec-

tion last month (you can click here to read it).  

Predestination is defined as the sovereign deter-

mination and foreknowledge of God (Pocket    

Dictionary of Theological Terms, p. 94). Simply put, 

it means that God predetermined that certain 

things will happen, and those things will happen 

because God has the sovereign ability to make 

them happen. 

Having just said that God has 

chosen (elected), before the     

creation of the world, those who 

would be saved (v. 4), Ephe-

sians 1:5 goes on to say, In love 

He predestined us to adop-

tion as sons through Jesus 

Christ to Himself, according 

to the kind intention of His 

will. In the context, those He 

predestined to adoption are those whom He 

elected for salvation. Paul shows that God moved 

beyond merely electing certain people to be 

saved. He went a step further when He predes-

tined us to adoption as sons. God could have 

saved people without making them His children. 

The adoption is made possible through Jesus 

Simply put, it 

[predestination] means that 

God predetermined that 

certain things will happen, 

and those things will happen 

because God has the     

sovereign ability to make 

them happen. 
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        To the Praise of the Glory of His Grace     continued from page 1 
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Christ to Himself.  The work of Christ makes 

the saved fit to be called children of God be-

cause in Christ we have been justified, cleansed 

from all unrighteousness, made holy, and set 

apart for God’s service.  
 

The verse also tells us why God goes the extra 

step and adopts us into His family: according 

to the kind intention of His will. It was 

strictly the kindness of God. There was no 

worth, no merit on our part.  
 

Many have been taught that God’s election is 

based on His foreknowledge. The argument is 

that God knows everything, and as He looked 

into the future, He knew who would accept 

Him—given the opportunity—so He elected 

them to salvation.  
 

That is in essence saying that God saw history 

unfold, took careful note of those who would 

get saved, then folded history back up and said, 

“I elect the following people.” As history unfold-

ed in real time, those whom He elected were 

saved. But that is not predetermination; it’s 

simply knowing who to bet on in advance. It 

would be like travelling ten years into the future 

and taking note of all the next ten World Series 

winners and then going back to the present 

time and betting on the correct teams each 

year. 
 

Ephesians 1:5 tells us that God predetermined 

us to be adopted into His family, not because 

He knew we would choose Him given the               

opportunity, but according to the kind            

intention of His will. 
 

The question that we are compelled to answer 

is, “What is the ultimate reason some believe 

and some don’t?” If we say that there is some-

thing within a man that causes him to believe or 

that there is something in the presentation of 

the evangelist, then salvation is no longer by the 

grace of God alone. At best it would be God’s 

grace and man’s intellect or man’s ability. 
 

However, v. 6 gives a clear statement of the 

intent of God’s election, predestination, and 

adoption: to the praise of the glory of His 

grace, which He freely bestowed on us in 

the Beloved. The election, the predestination, 

and the adoption are all intended to result in 

the praise of the glory of His grace. 
 

It is actually a great source of comfort knowing 

that our salvation is not dependent upon our 

goodness or our wisdom. It is equally comfort-

ing to know that our salvation is not dependent 

upon our ability to retain it. Rather, it is based 

on God’s sovereign choice and the fact that He 

also predetermined to make us His children. 

When we recognize that God elected us and 

predetermined to adopt us into His family         

because of His own sovereign choice, and not 

because of our own merit, it causes us to give 

Him praise for His amazing grace! God gets all 

the glory because He did all the work! 
 

For those who still struggle with election and 

predestination, let me ask you a question. What 

portion of your salvation can you take credit 

for? How much can you spilt the credit with 

God? Which is an appropriate split - 50/50; 

60/40; 90/10; 99/1?  
 

If you can take even one percent of the credit 

(through your own understanding or effort), 

then salvation is no longer by grace alone, and 

God’s electing and predestination are nothing 

more than wishful thinking on God’s part             

because He must wait for you to do your part. 

Thankfully God does all the work, so we can’t 

mess it up. 
 

Warren Wiersbe said it well when he wrote, 

“Try to explain election and you may lose your 

mind. But try to explain it away and you may 

lose your soul.” (Be Rich: Ephesians p. 29–30). 
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Resources for Christian Living 

The Eastridge website has a new feature: a Recommended Reading page. Each of the pastors have provided a 

list of books they recommend as valuable resources for all areas of Christian life. From family matters to    

theology to worship to biblical counseling, there are resources available to inform and encourage you in your 

walk with the Lord. 
 

To access the webpage, go to the church website at www.eastridgebaptist.org. On the Resources drop-

down menu, select the Recommended Reading page. 
 

Books are listed by both category and author. When you click on an individual book title in either list, you’ll 

see a picture of the book cover, a detailed summary of the book, and a Buy Now button. If you click on the 

Buy Now button, you’ll be taken to the book listing on Amazon, where you can purchase the book. Eastridge 

is a member of the Amazon Affiliates               

program, so the church receives a                     

percentage of the books purchased through 

our website. 
 
 

If you click on a category heading 

(Communication, for example) or a specific 

author’s name, you’ll be presented with           

detailed information on all of all books that 

pertain to that category or author.  

  
 
 

 

Many of these books are available in the Eastridge library. For a complete list of available books, join the  

EBC Library group on Realm: 
 

1. Log into your Realm account 

2. Click on the Groups option 

3. Select Find Groups 

 

 

Click the Buy Now button to go 

to amazon.com to purchase the 

book. 

4. Click Community  

5. Click EBC Library 

6. Click on the Join group button. You will receive 

notification once the librarian has added you to 

the group. 
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Presented by Joyful Noise Choir 

Three performances at Eastridge: 

Saturday, April 6 @ 6:00pm 

Sunday, April 7 @ 10:00am  

Sunday, April 7 @ 6:00pm 

the roaring 20s 

  

Join us on this wild ride as the kids at the Midway                    

Community Church VBS discover a long-abandoned and 

nearly-forgotten time travel machine. You’ll experience their 

adventure as they travel through strange times and cultures:  

the Wild Wild West 

The Garden of Gethsemane 

It all leads to a point of discovery about the                       

importance of the cross and the message of the gospel!  

April 21, 2019 

Services at 8:30am and 11:00am 

Eastridge would like to extend a warm                  

welcome to our newest member: 

Barry Foster 
 

If you are interested in becoming a 

member of Eastridge, check out the 

membership requirements and              

download the necessary membership 

documents on our website at 

www.eastridgebaptist.org. Go to the 

About menu and select Become a 

Member. 

Join us this Easter Sunday as 
we celebrate our Risen                   
Savior! 
 

We are offering two services:  
8:30am 
11:00am 

 

Children’s Church, and infant 
and 2s and 3s nurseries will 
be available during both              
services. 
 

There will be no Sunday 
school for any age. 
 

at Eastridge 

April 19 

Service at 6:00pm at Eastridge 
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        The Beauty of the Church    from the desk of Pastor Andrew 

The holiness of God’s people is beautiful. The Taber-

nacle and Temple were beautiful by design. Blue,  

purple and scarlet curtains with cherubim skillfully 

woven into them, cherubim carefully molded on the 

mercy seat, embroidered pomegranates on the robes 

of the priests, skilled craftsmanship in each furnishing. 

Where God’s holiness is, there is true beauty.  
 

Holy women are also reckoned as beautiful: “Do not 

let your adorning be external—the braiding of hair 

and the putting on of gold jewelry, or the clothing 

you wear—but let your adorning be the hidden per-

son of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a 

gentle and quiet spirit, which in God’s sight is very 

precious. For this is how the holy women who hoped 

in God used to adorn themselves, by submitting to 

their own husbands.” (1 Peter 3:3

-5) It is not the fading external 

beauty that adorns best, but that 

which is imperishable and belong-

ing to holy women. 
 

The new Jerusalem, adorned as a 

bride, is described as the holy 

city: “And I saw the holy city, new 

Jerusalem, coming down out of 

heaven from God, prepared as a 

bride adorned for her husband.” (Rev 21:2). There, 

the holy God will dwell with His holy people in a city 

of exquisite beauty set to match the pure holiness 

present in God and His redeemed people. 
 

The church, here and now, is called to be composed 

of holy people. “As obedient children, do not be con-

formed to the passions of your former ignorance, but 

as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all 

your conduct, since it is written, ‘You shall be holy, 

for I am holy’” (1 Peter 1:14-16) We are a “holy    

nation” (1 Peter 2:9), and called to a “holy calling.” (2 

Tim 1:9) In our election we are made holy (Eph 1:4) 

and our lives are to exemplify holiness. Our very 

name is one of holiness: we are saints or holy ones 

(Php 1:1; Acts 9:13). We are sacred, not just by vir-

tue of bearing the image of God in our humanity but 

in bearing the image of Christ in our regeneration 

(Rom 8:29). 
 

Jesus Christ is the Holy One of God, as loudly de-

clared by the demon possessed man in the synagogue 

(Mark 1:24). Peter declares Him to be the “Holy and 

Righteous One” (Acts 3:14). His life was completely 

blameless, without blemish, innocent in every element 

of potential wrongdoing. In His blamelessness, He set 

out to make His people blameless by canceling their 

debt of sin by having it nailed with Him to the cross 

(Col 2:13-14). Those whose debt is forgiven now 

have the obligation to live out this freedom by having 

the mind of Christ, acting in humility, obedience, to 

the end that we too would be blameless, innocent, 

and without blemish in our actions (Phil 2:1-15). This 

is no mere passive pursuit, wait-

ing for our practical holiness to 

fill up from an automatic holiness 

dispenser. Rather, for those filled 

with the Holy Spirit, the call to 

action is clear: you are “to put 

off your old self, which belongs 

to your former manner of life 

and is corrupt through deceitful 

desires, and to be renewed in 

the spirit of your minds, and to put on the new self, 

created after the likeness of God in true righteous-

ness and holiness.” (Eph 4:22-24) 
 

Jerry Bridges simply describes holiness, “To be holy is 

to be morally blameless. It is to be separated from sin 

and, therefore, consecrated to God….To live a holy 

life, then, is to live a life in conformity to the moral 

precepts of the Bible and in contrast to the sinful 

ways of the world.” (The Pursuit of Holiness, 19-20) As 

we come to Christ, and are conformed to His image, 

we become “like living stones…being built up as a 

spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spir-

itual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 

Christ.” (1 Peter 2:5) A holy house is a beautiful 

house. “God’s temple is holy, and you are that     

temple.” (1 Cor 3:17) 



 

  

April 3—VBS Night! Come and find out about our exciting summer VBS being held July 15–19, 2019 at 

Eastridge. 

April 10—No Awana. Enjoy your spring break! 

April 17—Happy Easter Night. We’ll have some fun Easter activities and hear the exciting news about our 

Risen Savior! 

April 24—I Scream… you scream, we all scream for ice cream! Join us for our last club night as we celebrate 

with delicious ice cream sundaes! 

Sunday, April 28—Awana Awards Night @ 6:30pm. Everyone is welcome to come and celebrate the 

achievements of our Awana clubbers. 

6 

Kids’ Corner 

SUNDAY, APRIL 28, 2019 
6:00pm at Eastridge 

 

Celebrating the achievements of 

our Awana clubbers in Cubbies, 

Sparks, and Truth and Training 

 
Join us this evening as we celebrate another 

fantastic Awana year and the achievement of 

our clubbers! Everyone is welcome! 
 

Refreshments to follow the awards                

ceremony 
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                           Have Mercy! A Look at Psalm 32        from the desk of Pastor Samuel 

Last month we began to look at the category of               

lament within the Psalms. There are two primary  

situations addressed in the psalms of lament: either 

the author is crying out to God while outside forces 

seek to attack him, or he is pleading for forgiveness 

from God because of personal sin. Though we will 

continue to look at psalms of lament later this year, 

this month’s psalm is a poem of praise after a season 

of lament. In Psalm 32, David looks back at the con-

sequences of his sin, his need to seek forgiveness, and 

the joy that came when he did confess his sin to God. 
 

This psalm is often linked to Psalm 51, where David 

pleaded for forgiveness because of his sin with            

Bathsheba (2 Samuel 11–12). Psalm 32 is written as a          

reflection on what the LORD did in that event. David 

recalls the consequences of his sin in verses 3–4: 

“For when I kept silent, my body wasted away 

through my groaning all day long. For day and 

night Your hand was heavy upon me; my 

strength was dried up as by the heat of sum-

mer.” Even though David tried to hide his sin from 

the public view, it was eating away at him internally. 

This was the work of David’s God-given conscience. 

He understood that what he had done was sinful, 

even if he wanted to suppress it. 
 

Understanding the consequences of his sin, David 

then sought forgiveness from God. This is found in 

verse 5: “I acknowledged my sin to You and I 

did not cover my iniquity; I said, ‘I will confess 

my transgressions to the LORD,’ and You for-

gave the iniquity of my sin.” David was truly           

repentant of the sin he had committed against God 

(Psalm 51:4), for a truly repentant heart does not 

leave sin concealed. David openly confessed his sin, 

renounced it, and turned to the living God. In               

response to David’s confession, the LORD forgave 

his sin (2 Samuel 12:13). 
 

Now we jump back to the beginning of Psalm 32 to 

see the joy that David felt as a result of God’s for-

giveness: “Blessed is the one whose transgres-

sion is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is 

the man against whom the LORD counts no 

iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no de-

ceit” (vv. 1–2). Here we see the extent to which Da-

vid’s sin was forgiven. It was covered up, blotted out 

so that it could not be seen anymore (see Psalm 

51:9). God forgave David to the extent that no iniqui-

ty was found within him! (see Psalm 103:11–13) No 

wonder David wrote this joyful celebration! 
 

David wrote Psalm 32 not just as a personal praise to 

God, but also as instruction. He wanted those who 

would read and sing the psalm to learn from his ex-

ample. Verses 6–11 express that desire to instruct: 

“Therefore let everyone who is godly offer 

prayer to You at a time when You may be 

found; surely in the rush of great waters, they 

shall not reach Him. … I will instruct you and 

teach you in the way you should go; I will coun-

sel you with my eye upon you. Be not like a 

horse or mule, without understanding, which 

must be curbed with bit and bridle, or it will 

not stay near you” (vv. 6, 8–9). David is calling out 

to his readers so that they may not waste away in 

their own sin but confess it to God while they still 

have time. 
 

We have access to the same mercy and forgiveness 

that removed David’s sin, realized even more fully in 

the person of Jesus Christ. Are you hiding sin that 

ought to be confessed to God? Don’t delay! Don’t let 

it fester and tear up your conscience. Confess your 

sin to the LORD and trust in Christ’s completed 

work that paid for your forgiveness. Join in the joy of 

David and praise the LORD for His abundant mercy! 
 

What love could remember no wrongs we have done? 

Omniscient, all-knowing, He counts not their sum 

Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore 

Our sins, they are many; His mercy is more! 

(from “His Mercy Is More” by Matt Boswell and Matt 

Papa) 
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Jordan Olson 4/8 

Caleb McArdel 4/9 

Graham Schrock 4/9 

Sandy Crawford 4/10 

Angelina Elliott 4/10 

Eden Hammett 4/10 

Naomi Knipp 4/13 

Cynthia Robbins 4/14 

David Dudley 4/15 

Brandon Elliott 4/16 

Dean Peyton 4/16 

Kendrick Elliott 4/17 

Nathanael Bonn 4/17 

Bill Thomas 4/18 

Jacob Reeves 4/18 

Karin Kerr 4/18 

Sarah Kearney 4/20 

Tim Tolonen 4/21 

Bob Yates 4/22 

Richard Goheen 4/22 

Bret Turnbull 4/25 

Chris Pieczonka 4/28 

Cheryl Benjamin 4/29 

Ezykiel Latta 4/29 

 

 

Anniversaries 

Max and Shanna Carlton 

4/13 

Tyler and Susan Anderson 

4/14 

Michael and Megan Reisinger 

4/24 

Chris and Emily Reed 4/27 

Cindy Rutherford 4/1 

Abygail Williams 4/1 

Wendy Martinez 4/2 

Shannon Blakey 4/2 

Christian Lopez 4/3 

Sam Reeves 4/3 

Josiah Swenson 4/3 

Laurie Tolonen 4/4 

Drake Ziesing 4/4 

Abby Hansen 4/4 

Katie Goheen 4/5 

Daná Freeland 4/5 

April Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Saturday, April 13, 2019 

8:00am at the church 
 

A delicious breakfast, a time of  

worship, and a short message 

Eastridge Baptist Church 

Men’s Ministry 

Mark your calendar for our 
April Church Work Day! 

Watch for a sign-up sheet in the foyer. Lunch and               
refreshments will be provided. Contact Cherryl Boston 

at crboston12@gmail.com for more information.  

Saturday, April 13 @ 9am-2pm 



 

  

 

10:30am Missions 

Prayer Ministry 

(@ Alaire Irish’s ) 
 

5:00–8:30pm   

TaeKwonDo 
 

6:30pm Elder Mtg 

 

7:00pm Young 

Marrieds Bible 

Study (Youth Ctr) 

  

 

  
 

6:30pm          

128 Student 

Ministries 
 

 

6:30pm Awana 

Clubs 

 

 

 

 

8:00am Men’s 

Breakfast 

 

9:00am–
2:00pm 

Church Work 

Day 

 

 

 

 

10:00am & 

6:00pm Joyful 

Noise Presents 

Back to the 

Cross 

 
  

  

5:30am 

Watchmen Men’s 

Discipleship 

(Youth Center) 
 

5:00–8:00pm 
Joyful Noise 

Dress Rehearsal 

9 

 

Communion 
 

5:00–7:00pm 

Adult Choir 

Practice (Youth 

Center) 
 

6:00pm Awana 

Awards Night 

 

  

  

 

5:00–8:30pm   

TaeKwonDo 
 

 

7:00pm Young 

Marrieds Bible 

Study (Youth 

Ctr) 

 

 

 

 

6:30pm          

128 Student 

Ministries 
 

 

6:30pm Awana 

Clubs 

1 2 3 

 

 

6:30pm          

128 Student 

Ministries 
 

 

No Awana 

(Spring Break) 

  

  

10 9 7 
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 2:00pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 

(Large Portable) 
 

6:30pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

6:30–8:00pm  

Apologetics 

Group 
 

7:00pm Men’s 

Bible Study 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

11 13 
 

  

5:30am 

Watchmen Men’s 

Discipleship 

(Youth Center) 

 

 

12 

 

10:00am–

12:00pm Joyful 

Noise Dress 

Rehearsal 

 

6:00pm Joyful 
Noise Presents 

Back to the 

Cross 

5 4 
 

9:30am Ladies’ 
Bible Studies  

 

5:00–6:45pm 
Youth Bible 

Quizzing (Youth 
Center)  

 

7:00pm College/
Career Study 

 

7:00pm Worship 
Team Practice 

6 

29 

 

  

Easter Sunday 

services at 

8:30am and 

11:00am 

 
Easter Sunday 

 

2:00pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study (Large 

Portable) 
 

6:30pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

6:30–8:00pm  

Apologetics 

Group 
 

7:00pm Men’s 

Bible Study 
 

2:00pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study (Large 

Portable) 
 

6:30pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

6:30–8:00pm  

Apologetics 

Group 
 

7:00pm Men’s 

Bible Study 

23 

 

 

 

5:00–8:30pm   

TaeKwonDo 

 

 

7:00pm Young 

Marrieds Bible 

Study (Youth Ctr) 

 
 
 

 

 

  

 

5:00–8:30pm   

TaeKwonDo 
 
 

 

7:00pm Young 

Marrieds Bible 

Study (Youth Ctr) 
 

  

  

 

 

 

 

6:30pm          

128 Student 

Ministries 
 

 

6:30pm Awana 

Clubs 

 

  

  

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

5:30am 

Watchmen Men’s 

Discipleship 

(Youth Center) 

 

5:00pm Youth 

Secret Church 

(overnighter) 

  

 

 
 

 

Career/

Primetimer Event 

@ EBC (TBD) 

 

Youth Secret 

Church 

(finishes at 

11:00am) 

 

1:30pm Baby 

Shower for 

Priscilla Craig  

17 

21 

20 19 18 

 

9:30am Ladies’ 
Bible Studies  

 

5:00–6:45pm 
Youth Bible 

Quizzing (Youth 
Center)  

 

7:00pm College/
Career Study 

 

7:00pm Worship 
Team Practice 

16 15 14 

28 

27 26 

 

 

5:30am 

Watchmen Men’s 

Discipleship 

(Youth Center) 
 

  

6:00pm Good 

Friday Service 

@ EBC 

25 

 

 

9:30am Ladies’ 
Bible Studies  

 

5:00–6:45pm 
Youth Bible 

Quizzing (Youth 
Center)  

 

7:00pm College/
Career Study 

 

7:00pm Worship 
Team Practice 

24 22 

   30 

 2:00pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study (Large 

Portable) 
 

6:30pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

6:30–8:00pm  

Apologetics 

Group 
 

7:00pm Men’s 

Bible Study 

 

 

1:00pm All-

church Potluck 
 

5:00–6:00pm 

Adult Choir 

Practice (Youth 

Center) 
 

6:00pm 

Monthly Prayer 

Meeting 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

5:00–8:30pm   
TaeKwonDo 

 
 

 

7:00pm Young 

Marrieds Bible 

Study (Youth Ctr) 
 
 

 
2:00pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study (Large 

Portable) 
 

6:30pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

6:30–8:00pm  

Apologetics 

Group 
 

7:00pm Men’s 

Bible Study 

 

9:30am Ladies’ 
Bible Studies  

 

5:00–6:45pm 
Youth Bible 

Quizzing (Youth 
Center)  

 

7:00pm College/
Career Study 

 

7:00pm Worship 
Team Practice 

   

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 



 

  

Mark your calendar... 

10 

 

 May 2019 

Sunday, May 5 Monthly Prayer Meeting 6:00pm (Auditorium) 

Wednesday, May 8 Children’s Min. Appreciation Dinner 6:30–8:30pm 

Sunday, May 12 Mother’s Day 

Tuesday, May 14 Missions Prayer Ministry 10:30am @ Alaire Irish’s 

Friday, May 17 Men’s Dinner 6:00pm 

Sunday, May 19 Master’s Chorale @ EBC 8:30am; 10:00am; 11:15am 

Sunday, May 19 Annual Potluck & Business Mtg. 5:00pm–7:00pm 

 

 June 2019 

Sunday, June 2 Monthly Prayer Meeting 6:00pm (Auditorium) 

Saturday, June 8 Church Work Day 9:00am–2:00pm 

Sunday, June 9 Youth Pizza @ PR’s 6:00–8:00pm 

Tuesday, June 11 Missions Prayer Ministry 10:30am @ Alaire Irish’s 

Sunday, June 16 Father’s Day 

Sunday, June 23 Promotion & Graduation Sunday  

Wednesday, June 26 Youth Parent BBQ & Info Night 6:30–8:15pm 

 

 July 2019 

Sunday, July 7 Monthly Prayer Meeting 6:00pm (Auditorium) 

Sunday, July 7–Friday, July 12 Youth Summer Camp 

Tuesday, July 9 Missions Prayer Ministry 10:30am @ Alaire Irish’s 

Mon., July 15–Fri., July 19 Vacation Bible School 6:00–8:30pm daily 

Sun., July 21–Fri., July 26 Youth Serving @ Camp Gilead 

Sunday, July 28 Celebration Sunday 4:00–7:00pm 
   @ Grimstad Farms  

U
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                   Taming the Tongue         from the desk of Pastor Ryan 

We have a problem, and the problem 

involves our tongue. We have all en-

dured the pain of mean and hurtful 

words. We have all felt the sting of 

gossip and slander to one degree or 

another. However the larger problem is that we have 

all spoken mean and hurtful words, using our tongues 

for spreading gossip and slander. James 3:1–12 paints 

a graphic picture of the dangers of our tongue. Verse 

two basically says that if we are able to keep from sin-

ning in what we say, we can keep the rest of us from 

sinning as well! The unfortunate thing is that it is vir-

tually impossible, for “no human being can tame the 

tongue” (v. 8). James also tells us that the tongue is a 

world of unrighteousness fueled by the fires of hell  

(v. 6). This is clearly a huge problem. 
 

It gets worse, because our                  

problematic tongue is connected to 

our heart. Matthew 12:34–35 says, 

“For out of the abundance of the 

heart the mouth speaks. The good 

person out of his good treasure 

brings forth good, and the evil per-

son out of his evil treasure brings 

forth evil.” In other words, when 

evil comes out of our mouths, that means there was 

evil inside our hearts to begin with. That is why James 

can say that our tongue is a world of unrighteousness 

because it is only limited by the unrighteousness that 

still resides in our hearts. 
 

However, the problem does not stop there. The 

problem we have with our tongue that is connected 

to our heart means that we have a problem with our 

words. Again we look to James, this time to chapter 

4:1–12. Verses 1–5 confront us with the truth that we 

fight to pridefully fulfill our sinful desires. But God 

gives grace to the humble (v. 6). Therefore we are to 

submit to God (v. 7), draw near to God (v. 8), and 

humble ourselves before the Lord (v. 10). However, 

in verses 11–12, James presents an example of the 

opposite of humility—the one who speaks evil 

against a brother. In short, what James says is that 

this person does not love his brother as the law   

requires (2:8), and has become a judge of the law, 

placing himself above the law, thinking that the law 

does not apply to him. When one becomes a judge 

of the law, he also becomes a judge of the Law-

Giver. This means that the one who speaks evil 

against their brother has in one sense put themselves 

above God, thinking that God is a bad God who has 

made a bad law. So not only do we use our words to 

attack others, but our words can be used to speak 

evil against God!  
 

Can you see how we have a big problem? However, 

there is good news! We serve a God who is bigger 

than our problem, for God is the 

only one who can change our 

heart and fix the problem that we 

have with our tongue and our 

words. This is the hope of the gos-

pel that not only rescues us from 

hell but also sanctifies our heart. 

For those who are in Christ, God 

is continually at work to conform 

us to Christ (Phil 1:6), which 

means that He is busy changing the way that we talk 

so that we learn to speak like Christ. 
 

One practical way you can engage in the process of 

changing the words you use is to ask three simple 

questions: Is it true? Is it kind? Is it necessary? You 

are called to be honest in your communication (Eph 

4:25), but that does not give you the right to be 

mean, because you are to “speak the truth in 

love” (Eph 4:15). Also, does what you are going to 

say need to be said? You need to honestly consider if 

what you say will help the situation, or just make you 

feel better. If you faithfully think through these ques-

tions, you will find that you will be using your words 

to build up and give grace to others.  
 

May God help us all to change our words. 
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