
 

  

cate the once-blind man after he said that Jesus 

must be from God or otherwise He could not 

have performed such a miracle. 
 

Jesus then declared to His disciples that He came 

to open the eyes of the blind and to blind the 

eyes of those who see. Jesus’ proclamation meant 

that those who were suffering from spiritual 

blindness would be made to see the Truth, while 

those who claimed to see the 

truth clearly (but, actually did 

not) would be further blinded to 

the truth. In other words, those 

who claimed to be the spiritual 

elite and have all the answers 

would have their eyes further 

darkened. 
 

There were some Pharisees following Jesus at 

that time who wondered if they were blind to the 

truth. Jesus went on to tell them that because 

they claimed to have spiritual understanding, that 

made their sin willful. They were, in fact, more 

culpable for their sin than those who were spirit-

ually ignorant. 
 

Then Jesus began what is known as the Good 
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The Door of the Sheep from the desk of Pastor John 

In John 9, Jesus and His disciples were walking 

by one of the gates to the Temple, and sitting 

by the gate was a man who had been born 

blind. The disciples of Jesus asked who had 

sinned, the man or his parents, that he had 

been born blind. The prevailing thought among 

many in that day was that physical suffering 

was the result of sin. Because the man was 

born blind, they wondered whose sin resulted 

in his blindness: his own (he somehow sinned 

prior to birth or God knew that he would sin 

so preemptively punished him); or his                  

parents’ (they were sinners and were being 

punished by having their child born blind). 
 

Jesus responded by saying that sin was not the 

cause of the man being born blind. There was 

a greater reason—an opportunity to display 

the greatness of God by healing the man and 

restoring sight to one whom 

others had known for dec-

ades as being blind. Jesus spit 

in the dirt, made a couple of 

mud packs, placed them on 

the man’s eyes, and told him 

to go and wash in the pool of 

Siloam. When the man did as 

Jesus asked, he could suddenly see! The man 

was naturally excited, as were many others 

who had seen him sitting by the Temple year 

after year, begging for help. 
 

The Pharisees weren’t impressed. They were 

angered that Jesus healed the blind man on the 

Sabbath day. They were so angry that they 

threatened to excommunicate the man’s par-

ents from the synagogue, and did excommuni-
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“When Jesus said, “I am the 

door,” He used emphatic 

language to make it clear that He 

alone is the door. There is no 

other door.” 

Eastridge Communicator 



 

  

                     The Door of the Sheep             continued from page 1 
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Shepherd discourse, in which He uses the       

metaphor of sheep and shepherds to speak of 

our relationship to Him. 
 

Jesus begins in John 10:1-6, by saying that true 

shepherds enter through the door to the 

sheepfold, while thieves and robbers climb over 

the fence to get in. The picture would have 

made sense to the people, though they missed 

the metaphor at first. Around the city there 

would have been large sheepfolds, walled-in 

open areas where shepherds stored their sheep 

for the night. Each sheepfold held multiple 

flocks and had a doorkeeper who would only 

allow shepherds to enter. In the morning the 

shepherds would come in to the fold and call 

their sheep; the sheep recognized the voice of 

their shepherd and would follow him out into 

the field. 
 

Jesus’ point was that the sheep will not follow 

one who is not their shepherd. For some rea-

son some of the people listening to Him—

probably the Pharisees—didn’t understand what 

He was saying. So, Jesus simplifies the message 

while continuing the metaphor. 
 

Jesus said in John 10:7-10, “Truly, truly, I say 

to you, I am the door of the sheep. All who 

came before Me are thieves and robbers, but 

the sheep did not hear them. I am the door; if 

anyone enters through Me, he will be saved, and 

will go in and out and find pasture. The thief 

comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came 

that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” 

Jesus was saying that the only way into the 

sheepfold was through Him. All who have en-

tered without Him have climbed over the fence 

and are thence thieves and robbers, not true 

shepherds. They were trying to steal sheep and 

lead them astray. 
 

The thieves could only steal, kill, and destroy, 

while Jesus gives life! The metaphor is intended 

to show the distinct difference between Jesus 

and the Scribes, Pharisees, and Sadducees, who 

claimed to be the spiritual leaders of Israel but 

were spiritually-blind false shepherds leading 

others to destruction.  
 

The Pharisees taught a works-based righteous-

ness while the Sadducees believed that wealth 

was God’s reward for righteousness and that 

there was no life after this one. Thus, both 

groups were leading Israel astray and teaching 

doctrine that would result in their destruction. 

When Jesus said, “I am the door,” He used em-

phatic language to make it clear that He alone is 

the door. There is no other door. In English we 

can translate it, “I alone am the door.” Only 

through Christ can one enter into His fold. 
 

In verse 9, Jesus says again that He is the door 

and lists three benefits the sheep derives: he 

will be saved, he will go in and out, and he will 

find pasture. In other words, he will be given 

salvation, he will be granted access to the            

Shepherd, and he will be satisfied.  
 

The only way to obtain salvation, have access to 

God, and find satisfaction for your soul is 

through Jesus Christ. He is the door of the 

sheep. You can’t become part of His fold           

without entering through Him.  
 

To be outside of the fold of God is to be un-

saved, the enemy of God, and condemned to 

eternity without Him in Hell. Fortunately, you 

can enter the fold of God through Christ today 

by confessing your sin to God, receiving the for-

giveness that only comes through the death and 

resurrection of Jesus, and confessing Him as 

Lord of your life. 
 

Come into the fold of God. Enter through the 

only door—Jesus Christ. 
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A presentation by 
our own Joyful 

Noise Choir  

Saturday, May 5 @ 6:00pm 
 

Sunday, May 6 @ 10:00am    
and 6:00pm 

Mark your calendar! 

 

Eastridge is sending a short-term mission team to Greece in July to help our missionaries, Takis and April            

Korianitis, host a week-long Bible camp for school-age children. In support of that trip, the team is holding a 

Car Wash and Yard Sale. The car wash is by donation and the yard sale will be supported by donations of your 

used goods. So, start cleaning out those closets and set aside your give-away items to donate! 
 

Members of the Greece mission team include Joel McCafferty, Amanda and Ashly Barrios, Candace Madlena, 

Michael Gailey, Joey Bartlett, Hannah Young, Bill and Cathy Mickelson, and Pastor John. Please contact Cathy 

Mickelson if you have questions about items that will be accepted for the yard sale. Watch for more infor-

mation about yard sale item drop-off dates and location in the bulletin and next month’s newsletter. 



 

  

Being a skeptic is easy. Being convinced is difficult. 

Yet, having convictions is crucial. The kind of convic-

tions we need are both from the Bible and about the 

Bible.  
 

The Bible claims it is the word of God: “All Scripture 

is breathed out by God…” (2 Timothy 3:16). Yet we 

all recognize that just because someone claims some-

thing is true does not make it true. Something is true 

only if it corresponds to reality. The Pharisees criti-

cized Jesus after His bold assertion, “I am the light of 

the world.” (John 8:12) They said, “You are bearing 

witness about yourself; your testimony is not 

true.” (John 8:13) They wanted some proof to verify 

the credibility of His statement. Jesus responded 

simply “Even if I do bear wit-

ness about myself, my testi-

mony  is true, for I know 

where I come from and 

where I am going…” (8:14). 

Jesus was right to claim He 

was the light of the world 

because that corresponds to 

reality.  If something is true, 

then it can be right to de-

clare what is true, without 

elaboration and defense. But, Jesus did not only de-

clare, He declared, and He acted. And His actions and 

further declarations all corroborated the basic fact of 

the truthfulness of His claim that He is who He says 

He is. So, too, with the claim of the Bible. It has the 

right to declare the truth about itself, that it is the 

word of God. But it is the totality of its declarations 

and characteristics that corroborate its identity as the 

word of God. 
 

While the Bible cannot be checked against some 

standard outside of itself since it is the ultimate stand-

ard of truth, it does reach out and interact with the 

world in which we live. As it does so, it explains the 

world in such a cohesive way that it is impossible for 

it to be anything other than the word of the true 
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                                      Biblical Convictions             from the desk of Pastor Andrew 

God. It as if the Bible reaches out and points at situa-

tions and circumstances in the world that are inexpli-

cable apart from its own analysis of them. It deals with 

that which are most obviously the facts of our life: the 

presence of sin, death, and brokenness. All sin, all die, 

and this world is broken beyond human repair. The 

Bible reaches out, points at our sin and explains its 

presence in the heart of every single human who has 

ever existed, apart from Christ. The Bible reaches out 

and points at death and explains it as the necessary 

consequence of the presence of sin. And the Bible 

points at the brokenness of the world and explains 

that all the suffering we see at every level is an ex-

pression of the paradise of Eden lost and the need for 

a radical fix. And each explanation comes with a crys-

tallized clarity unachievable 

by other religious or secular 

sources throughout man-

kind’s experience of these 

circumstances. These expla-

nations in themselves are 

testimonies to the identity 

of the Scripture as God-

breathed. 
 

The solution to these uni-

versal problems is so profound and only contained in 

the pages of Scripture that it is unfathomable that the 

solutions and the Scriptures that contain them are 

anything less than the word of the saving God. For 

each solution given is the only possible one for the 

problem addressed. For the problem of sin, we need 

forgiveness. For the problem of death, we need resur-

rection. For the problem of a broken world, we need 

a new creation. Each one of these will come and can 

only come through the work of Jesus Christ as de-

scribed in the Bible. Each of these solutions exceed 

mankind’s individual and collective abilities to do any-

thing about them. The only one with the means of 

accomplishing them is the Triune God of the Bible as 

explained in the Bible. The Scripture is the best de-

fense of the Scripture. 
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We will be releasing a new version of the Eastridge           

website by the end of March/early April. This new website 

was developed to provide a fresher web presence for the 

church, to better reflect who we are, and to provide some 

tools to make finding information easier. The church’s web-

site address will remain the same at 

www.eastridgebaptist.org. 
 

Our new website is developed using Squarespace, a tool 

that provides several benefits for both the website adminis-

trator and the congregation. For the administrator, 

Squarespace makes it much easier to: 

 Maintain the site 

 Add and change photos 

 Add new webpages 
 

For the congregation and others looking at our site, the 

new site: 

 Allows both android and iphone users to listen to           

sermon audios online (iphones did not work with our  

previous website sermon audios) 

 Provides a way to search for sermon audios by             

sermon series, book of the Bible, speaker, or any topic 

using the built-in search bar (see sidebar) 

 Automatically resizes on a smartphone and tablet so 

the site is readable and menus easily accessible on your 

handheld devices 
 

Future development: 

 Upload selected past sermon series that have not yet  

been included on the new website  

 Recommended reading webpage 

 Podcast of the sermons so that when you subscribe to 

our podcast, you’ll automatically get the weekly sermon 

added to your play list 

 Promotional video of our ministries 
 

Important note about the sermon audios: Currently 

the sermon audios take between 30 and 60 seconds to 

begin playing after you click the play button. Please be pa-

tient while the audio loads—we are aware of the issue and 

working on a resolution! 
 

If you have any questions about the new website, contact 

the church office at 253-630-2327. 

         New Presence on the Web     by Kim Turnbull  

Website users can click 

on the name of a speak-

er (above), a book of the 

Bible (right), or a ser-

mon series icon (below) 

to bring up the appropri-

ate sermons. 
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                 Hymn Study: “His Robes for Mine”   from the desk of Pastor Samuel 

care of the guilt of sin and perfectly fulfilled the de-

mands of righteousness.” Therefore, when we came 

to faith in Christ, we then put on His garment of 

righteousness and were justified in the sight of God 

the Father. Christ imputed His righteousness to us—

His righteousness was credited to our account. Paul 

addressed this in 2 Corinthians 5:21 when he wrote, 

“For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no 

sin, that we might become the righteousness of God.” 
 

The prophet Isaiah understood the scope of God’s 

work of redemption, and the implications of what it 

would cost, when he wrote: 

“But He was pierced for our transgressions; He was 

crushed for our iniquities; upon Him was the chastise-

ment that brought us peace, and with His wounds we 

are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we 

have turned—every one—to his own way, and the 

Lord has laid on Him the iniq-

uity of us all...Yet it was the 

will of the Lord to crush 

Him” (Isaiah 53:5-6, 10). 
 

We cannot help but marvel at 

the immense sacrifice made by 

God for the sake of the un-

godly, of His own enemies! 

(Romans 4:5, 5:6-11) On the 

cross, Jesus was separated 

from His Father for the only 

time in history, so that we 

would be saved from the do-

minion and power of sin and 

brought into a renewed relationship with our heaven-

ly Father. This hymn expresses that amazement in its 

chorus: 
 

I cling to Christ, and marvel at the cost: 

Jesus forsaken, God estranged from God 

Bought by such love, my life is not my own 

My praise, my all, shall be for Christ alone. 
 

 

His robes for mine: O wonderful exchange! 

Clothed in my sin, Christ suffered ‘neath God’s rage 

Draped in His righteousness, I’m justified 

In Christ I live, for in my place He died 
 

His robes for mine: What cause have I for dread? 

God’s daunting law Christ mastered in my stead 

Faultless I stand, with righteous works not mine 

Saved by my Lord’s vicarious death and life 
 

His robes for mine: God’s justice is appeased 

Jesus is crushed, and thus the Father’s pleased 

Christ drank God’s wrath on sin, then cried, “‘Tis done!” 

Sin’s wage is paid, propitiation won 
 

His robes for mine: Such anguish none can know 

Christ, God’s beloved, condemned as though His foe 

He, as though I, accursed and left alone 

I, as though He, embraced and welcomed home 
 

Hymns have this remarkable ability to 

make doctrines of theology     accessible 

to an entire congregation. The repetitive 

melody and rhyming verses can help you 

mull over what the song says and start to 

understand the lyrics better. This modern 

hymn, “His Robes for Mine” by Chris An-

derson and Greg Habegger, is an excel-

lent example: it details the doctrines of 

justification and imputed righteousness              

beautifully. 
 

The main theme of the hymn is found in 

its title. Christ’s perfect righteousness 

and our unrighteousness are portrayed as garments. 

Nothing within us would have given God any reason 

to save us; we all fall supremely short of God’s daunt-

ing, perfect Law. The only human to perfectly obey 

the Law was Jesus Christ. This is important to under-

stand: Jesus the Son of God took on flesh to become 

like those He would save (see Hebrews 2:17). He ful-

filled the requirements placed upon us by the Law, 

and absorbed the wrath of God that we deserved by 

dying in our place. As John Murray writes, “He took 



 

  

April 4th – Mustache Night. Create a crazy mustache (stick it on or draw it on) and wear it to club     

tonight. You’ll earn extra points for your team! 
 

April 11th – No Awana. Enjoy your spring break. 
 

April 18th  – VBS Night. Tonight you’ll hear about our fantastic Vacation Bible School 

we’re offering at Eastridge this summer (July 16 to 20 @ 6:00–8:30pm daily) 
 

April 25th  – I Scream-U-Scream. This is it... the final night to complete sections and books before next 

week’s Awards Night. We’ll celebrate another amazing year of Awana with an ice cream sundae feast!  

 

May 2nd  – Awana Awards Night. Come and celebrate the achievements of our clubbers as they receive 

their book awards. Refreshments will be served. 
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Kids’ Corner 

Fun and Games at Awana  

Congratulations to our Sparks and T&T teams 

for a great effort at the March 10 Awana Games 

held at Centralia Christian School. Our Sparks 

team took 3rd place and our T&T team came in 

2nd! Thank you to the coaches and Pastor Andy 

for spending time teaching the kids the games 

and coordinating and attending the practices. 

Thank you, also, to all the parents who faithfully 

brought their clubbers to practice! 

Above: Sparks team (l to r): Coach Annika 

Mayes, Emet Craig, Ezra Skeith, Addie Skeith, 

Nicole Knox, Amara Ikpa, David Panfil, Dan-

iel Trzeciak, Justin Knox, Caleb Watson, Elise 

Trzeciak, Assistant Coach Ron Heusser. 

Left: T&T team (back row l to r): Coach 

Lynnette Emme, Carmina Panfil, Emily Knox, 

Naomi Cojocaru, Ella Martinez, Justin Knox, 

Brandon Elliott, Assistant Coach Chris              

Morales; (front row l to r): Obi Ikpa, Sarah 

Watson, Charlene Muthua, Aubrey Trzeciak, 

Demil Harris, Ionatan Panfil, Warren Trzeciak. 
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Graham Schrock 4/9 

Sandy Crawford 4/10 

Angelina Elliott 4/10 

Eden Hammett 4/10 

Jonathan Aitkins 4/11 

Naomi Knipp 4/13 

Cynthia Robbins 4/14 

David Dudley 4/15 

Brandon Elliott 4/16 

Dean Peyton 4/16 

Kendrick Elliott 4/17 

Nathanael Bonn 4/17 

Jim Deavel 4/18 

Bill Thomas 4/18 

Jacob Reeves 4/18 

Brian Diehl 4/18 

Karin Kerr 4/18 

Aaron Merrill 4/19 

Christie Tolonen 4/20 

Sarah Kearney 4/20 

Tim Tolonen 4/21 

Bob Yates 4/22 

Richard Goheen 4/22 

Bret Turnbull 4/25 

Karen Lentz 4/27 

Chris Pieczonka 4/28 

Cheryl Benjamin 4/29 

Ezykiel Latta 4/29 

 

Anniversaries 

Max and Shanna Carlton 

4/13 

Tyler and Susan Anderson 

4/14 

Aleksandr and Alena      

Sidorov 4/23 

Michael and Megan 

Reisinger 4/24 

Chris and Emily Reed 4/27 

 

 

Cindy Rutherford 4/1 

Abygail Williams 4/1 

Wendy Martinez 4/2 

Shannon Blakey 4/2 

Christian Lopez 4/3 

Sam Reeves 4/3 

Josiah Swenson 4/3 

Liz Look 4/3 

Laurie Tolonen 4/4 

Drake Ziesing 4/4 

Katie Goheen 4/5 

Dana Freeland 4/5 

Jordan Olson 4/8 

Caleb McArdel 4/9 

April Birthdays and Anniversaries 

MEN’S  

 

Friday, April 20, 2018 
 

6:00pm at Eastridge 

 

Help us spruce up the 

church grounds  

Refreshments and lunch will be 

served. Please sign up in the foyer. 

Questions? Contact Cherryl Boston 

at crboston12@gmail.com or 

253-653-3541 

CHURCH WORK DAY 

Saturday, April 28 

9:00am to 2:00pm 
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Communion 

 

1:00–4:00pm 

Eastridge 101 
 

 
 
  

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

5:00–8:30pm   

Tae Kwon Do 

 

6:30pm          

128 Student 

Ministries 
 

6:30pm Awana 

Clubs 
 

6:30–8:00pm  

Apologetics 

Group @ Carl 

Moore’s 

2 3 4 

6:30pm          

128 Student 

Ministries 
 

6:30pm Awana 

Clubs 
 

6:30–8:00pm  

Apologetics 

Group @ Carl 

Moore’s 
 

 

11 10 8 

1 
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2:00pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

6:30pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

7:00pm Men’s 

Bible Study  
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

12 14 

  

  

5:30am Men’s 

Discipleship 

Class 
 

 

  

   

5:30am Men’s 

Discipleship 

Class 

 

 

13 
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9:30am Ladies’ 
Bible Studies 

 

5:00–7:00pm 
Thursday Church 

 

5:00pm Bible Quiz 
 

7:00pm College/
Career Study 

 

7:00pm Youth 
Boys’ Bible Study 

 
 

7:00pm Worship 
Team Practice 

7 

 

 

 

 

 

1:00pm New 

Attenders’ 

Luncheon 
 
 

6:00–8:00pm 

Youth Pizza at 

PR’s 

30 

  

 

 

 

 

 

6:00pm 

Monthly 

Prayer 

Meeting 

  

  

 

 

Baptism 

Services 

 

 

  
2:00pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

6:30pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

7:00pm Men’s 

Bible Study  
 

 

 

  

 

2:00pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

6:30pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

7:00pm Men’s 

Bible Study  

 

24 

  

 

 

 

 

5:00–8:30pm   

Tae Kwon Do 
 

 
 

 

 

  

  

  
  

  

 

  

 

6:30pm          

128 Student 

Ministries 
 

6:30pm Awana 

Clubs 
 

6:30–8:00pm  

Apologetics 

Group @ Carl 

Moore’s 

 

  

6:30pm          

128 Student 

Ministries 
 

6:30pm Awana 

Clubs 
 

6:30–8:00pm  

Apologetics 

Group @ Carl 

Moore’s 

  

  

   

 

 

5:30am Men’s 

Discipleship 

Class 

    

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Secret 

Church (until 

noon) 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

9:00am–

2:00pm 

Church Work 

Day  
  

 

18 

22 

21 20 19 

 

9:30am Ladies’ 
Bible Studies 

 

5:00–7:00pm 
Thursday Church 

 

5:00pm Bible Quiz 
  

7:00pm College/
Career Study 

 

7:00pm Youth 
Girls’ Bible Study 

 

7:00pm Worship 
Team Practice 

17 

  
10:30am–

12:00pm 

Missions Prayer 

Ministry @ 

Alaire Irish’s  

 

5:00–8:30pm   

Tae Kwon Do 
 

6:30pm Elder 

Meeting 

16 15 

29 

28 27 

 

5:30am Men’s 

Discipleship 

Class 
 

6:00pm Men’s 

Dinner 
 

 6:00pm Youth 

Secret Church 

(overnighter) 

  

26 

 

9:30am Ladies’ 
Bible Studies 

 

5:00–7:00pm 
Thursday Church 

 

5:00pm Bible Quiz 
  

7:00pm College/
Career Study 

 

7:00pm Youth 
Girls’ Bible Study 

 

7:00pm Worship 
Team Practice 

25 23 

   

  

  

  
5:00–8:30pm   

Tae Kwon Do 

 
 
 

2:00pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

6:30pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

7:00pm Men’s 

Bible Study  

   

  
  

2:00pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

6:30pm Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 

7:00pm Men’s 

Bible Study  
  
  

 

9:30am Ladies’ 
Bible Studies 

 

5:00–7:00pm 
Thursday Church 

 

5:00pm Bible Quiz 
  

7:00pm College/
Career Study 

 

7:00pm Youth 
Boys’ Bible Study 

 

7:00pm Worship 
Team Practice 

  

  

 

Easter Sunday  

Services at 

8:30am and 

10:30am  

 

 

 

 

  

  

   

 



 

  

Mark your calendar... 
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 May 2018 
Wednesday, May 2 Awana Awards Night 6:30–8:00pm 

Friday, May 4 Joyful Noise Dress Rehearsal 6:00–8:00pm 

Saturday, May 5 Joyful Noise Dress Rehearsal 10:00am–12:00pm 

Saturday, May 5 Joyful Noise Performance 6:00pm 

Sunday, May 6 Joyful Noise Performances 10:00am & 6:00pm 

Sunday, May 6 Youth Tidbits @ Teeler’s 6:00–8:00pm 

Tuesday, May 8 Missions Prayer Ministry 10:30am @ Alaire Irish’s 

Wednesday, May 9 Children’s Min. Appreciation Dinner 6:30–8:30pm @ EBC 

Sunday, May 13 Mother’s Day 

Saturday, May 19 Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting 9:00–10:30am 

Saturday, May 19 Church Work Day 9:00am–2:00pm 

Saturday, May 19 Missions Car Wash & Yard Sale 9:00am–2:00pm 

Sunday, May 20 Annual Business Meeting & Potluck 5:00pm (Auditorium) 

Note: There will be no monthly prayer meeting in May 

  

 June 2018 

Sunday, June 3 Monthly Prayer Meeting 6:00pm 

Sunday, June 10 Youth Pizza at PR’s 6:00–8:00pm 

Tuesday, June 12 Missions Prayer Meeting 10:30am @ Alaire Irish’s 

Sunday, June 17 Father’s Day 

Wednesday, June 20 Youth Parent BBQ & Meeting 6:30–8:30pm 

 

 July 2018 

Sunday, July 1 Monthly Prayer Meeting 6:00pm 

Sunday, July 8 – 
    Friday, July 13 Youth Serving @ Camp Gilead  

Tuesday, July 10 Missions Prayer Meeting 10:30am @ Alaire Irish’s 

Monday, July 16 – 
    Friday, July 20 Vacation Bible School 6:00–8:30pm daily @ EBC 

Saturday, July 21 Men’s Breakfast 7:30am 

U
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                                       Growing in Godliness         from the desk of Pastor Ryan 

How does one grow as a Christian? 

Does God simply zap you with ho-

liness? Is there some upgrade avail-

able for purchase? Might there be 

an app you can download? What is 

the secret to greater godliness? Well, the secret is 

that there is no secret. God has ordered His world 

so that change takes time, and growth in godly 

change is a continual process. The Apostle Paul says 

“work out your salvation” (Phil 2:12). Notice he 

does not say to work for your salvation, but that the 

believer is to work out their salvation, 

namely that there is to be an active 

pursuit of obedience that flows from a 

heart that is captivated by Christ as 

Lord and Savior. 
 

But what does that change process 

look like? Well, Ephesians 4:22-24 

gives you three steps for growing in 

godliness. The first step is to renew 

your mind. Ephesians 4:23 says, “be 

renewed in the spirit of your mind.” In 

1 Corinthians 2:16, Paul says that the 

believer has been given the mind of 

Christ, and in Colossians 3:16, he tells 

the believer “Let the word of Christ 

dwell in you richly.” One of the blessings of salvation 

is that the believer is able to look into the Bible to 

know and understand what Christ is thinking. This 

means that being renewed in your mind is to develop 

the mind of Christ by learning how to think biblically. 

You are to think like Christ thinks, desire what He 

says is best, and act in a way that is in line with His 

character.  
 

The second step is to put off unrighteousness. Ephe-

sians 4:22 says, “put off your old self, which belongs 

to your former manner of life and is corrupt through 

deceitful desires.” You have been graciously saved 

and radically transformed, and Paul is calling you to 

be done with your former self that was corrupted by 

sin. The way you do that is by examining yourself to 

see where sin still lurks in your life (Matthew 7:3-5). 

Once you identify those areas of remaining sin, con-

fess that to the Lord and ask Him for the forgiveness 

only He can provide (1 John 1:9). Then you must  

repent of that sin (2 Corinthians 7:10), turning away 

from sin’s corruption. Finally, with the help of the 

Holy Spirit, you must stop sinning (Romans 6:12).  
 

Third, you are to put on righteousness. Once the old 

ways of sin have been put off, you are “to put on the 

new self, created after the likeness of God in true 

righteousness and holiness” (Ephesians 4:24). The 

good news is that God gives you everything you 

need by supplying you with His ena-

bling grace so that you can step out in 

faith to live a godly, obedient life 

(Titus 2:11-13). Paul explains this  

process in Ephesians 4:25-32 as he 

gives some concrete examples of 

what is means to put off sinful actions 

and replace them with righteous ac-

tions. He says that those who lie are 

to stop lying and speak truth. Those 

who steal are to stop stealing and do 

what is beneficial with their hands. 

Those who use their words to tear 

down must stop that corrupting 

speech and use their words to build 

others up and give grace. What this teaches is that in 

this process, your acts of righteousness need to be 

as specific as the acts of sin they are replacing.  
 

A great resource to help you begin to put this into 

practice is How People Change, by Timothy S. Lane 

and Paul David Tripp. This book walks you through 

the biblical change process by focusing on the heart, 

which is the fountain of life (Prov 4:23). The authors 

will instruct you on how sinful responses come from 

the sinful desires of the heart, which means that 

those desires need to be replaced by godly desires 

so that the believer can produce godly fruit. I hope 

you pick up a copy, and I pray that the Lord will 

greatly bless your efforts to grow in godliness. 
 

Press On! 



 

  

EAS  RIDGE 
B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  

I serve a risen Savior, 
He’s in the world today; 
I know that He is living, 
Whatever men may say; 
I see His hand of mercy, 
I hear His voice of cheer, 
And just the time I need Him 
He’s always near.  
 

Refrain 
He lives, He lives, Christ Jesus lives today! 
He walks with me and talks with me along 
life’s narrow way. 
He lives, He lives, salvation to impart! 
You ask me how I know He lives? 
He lives within my heart. 
 
 
 
 

In all the world around me 
I see His loving care, 
And though my heart grows weary 
I never will despair; 
I know that He is leading, 
Through all the stormy blast, 
The day of His appearing 
Will come at last. 
 

Refrain 
 

Rejoice, rejoice, O Christian, 
Lift up your voice and sing 
Eternal hallelujahs 
To Jesus Christ the King! 
The Hope of all who seek Him, 
The Help of all who find, 
None other is so loving, 
So good and kind. 
 

Refrain 

He Lives by Alfred H. Ackley 


